
Last year, about $10,000 was
generated through ticket sales,
business sponsorships and a silent
auction. Wilson expected the
competition to raise at least that
much money Tuesday as about
300 people packed the building,
he said.

Wilson was volunteering with
Hope House two years ago when
he literally had a dream about
holding a cooking competition to
raise money for the organization.
As a trained chef, Wilson has seen
his share of cooking challenges
and watches televised competi-
tions. 

“I love watching ‘Chopped’ on
TV,” he said, “and that is what this
is modeled after.”

Three local chefs stood in the
middle of the connection center at
Living Hope Baptist Church, boil-
ing water, sifting through ingredi-
ents and assembling their equip-
ment for the competition. 

They were given 45 minutes
and three surprise ingredients –
pork tenderloin, southwestern
squash and wonton wrappers. The
chef who made the tastiest con-
coction won a trophy. 

“You can talk about being able
to cook until somebody throws a
bunch of stuff at you,” said
Michael Riggs, a culinary profes-
sor at Bowling Green Technical
College. “Until then, you don’t
know what you can do.”

And there was another catch:
The competitors could only use
items from the food boxes that
Hope House delivers to the hun-
gry. Audience members munched
on a separate meal prepared by
BGTC culinary students from
Hope House boxes. 

“There’s canned vegetables,
fruits, rice ... basics, you know,”
Wilson said.

Daniel Gonzalez, a chef at
Shogun Bistro, eyed a box of
canned foods before the competi-
tion began. He’s competed in
other cooking challenges before,
and Tuesday was his first time
with Cooking for Hope. He
walked away with the trophy. 

“You’ve got to prepare mental-
ly, especially when you’re not
sure of the ingredients involved,”
he said, adding that his cooking
career has landed him in some big

arenas. “I used to work in Switzer-
land and in Las Vegas. Now I’m
here.”

Sally Batson sat near the chefs’
tables, surveying them as they
prepared their meals. Batson
attended the event last year, and
she returned Tuesday because she
enjoyed the competition, but she
also has a passion for Hope
House, she said. 

“I love that I could give my
clothes to a consignment shop and
get a few dollars for it,” said Bat-
son, of Bowling Green. “But, if I
give it to Hope House, it can go to
someone to wear for a job inter-
view.”

Hope House, which is support-
ed by several churches, has oper-
ated for the past three years. It
offers financial assistance, cloth-
ing and food to families in need. 

The organization also has
expanded into local schools, men-
toring children, providing back-
packs of food to students and
helping teachers in their class-
rooms. Hope House focuses on
downtown Bowling Green, hold-
ing outreach events such as prayer
walks and Bible readings, said
Bryan Lewis, executive director. 

Its mission is not only to
address poverty issues, “but also
spiritual issues with man and God.
We seek to share the message of
the gospel and refer them to indi-
vidual churches,” Lewis said.
“What’s huge about this event is
it’s an opportunity to share these
stories.”

When Wilson approached
Lewis about his idea for a cooking
competition that doubles as a
fundraiser, Lewis immediately
was on board, he said.

Even though Wilson slipped
and broke his arm earlier this
month at a dessert competition for
Girl Scouts – which he won – he
still worked to pull off Tuesday’s
competition. 

Sporting his black chef’s uni-
form, Wilson hustled between the
kitchen and the competitors’ sta-
tion, making sure everything was
in order, from the cooks to the
food boxes.

“This shows people they can
make a nice meal out of those
(food box) items given a little
imagination,” he said. 
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Cooking for Hope raised $10,000 last year

Justin Story/Daily News
Hundreds of Franklin and Simpson County residents attended a
hearing Tuesday night about a proposed quarry there.
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His gunshot wound is not
believed to be life-threatening,
Biven said.

Humphrey has not been
charged with any crime related to
Tuesday night’s events.

“Once Kentucky State Police
completes the investigation, all of
the facts will be presented to a
grand jury,” Warren County Com-
monwealth’s Attorney Chris
Cohron said. “A charging decision
will be made once the investiga-
tion is complete.”

Humphrey is no stranger to the
legal system here.

He has been arrested in Warren
County more than 30 times dating
back to 1995, according to online
Warren County Regional Jail
records. The past charges against
Humphrey include assault, wan-
ton endangerment, persistent
felony offender, theft, drug
charges, terroristic threatening,
public intoxication, burglary and
failure to appear, according to
online jail records.

A group coalesced around
those issues and formed Neigh-
bors Against the Quarry, which
gathered 531 signatures on a peti-
tion opposing construction.

The group held a pair of organi-
zational meetings in the week
before Tuesday’s Board of Adjust-
ment meeting. At the courthouse,
many quarry opponents held signs
that read “Neighbors Against the
Quarry,” and handmade signs
expressing opposition dotted the
courtroom as well.

Several Deweese employees
supporting the permit were in the
audience as well, with some wear-
ing yellow baseball caps with the
initials “CDC.”

Attorneys for each side called a
total of 18 witnesses Tuesday to
give testimony.

Tim Smith, executive vice pres-
ident for Deweese, was the princi-
pal witness to speak out in favor
of the quarry.

Questioned by Franklin attor-
ney Tim Crocker, Smith described
the quarry as a necessary step for
the company to remain competi-
tive for Kentucky Department of
Transportation projects.

Deweese currently purchases
rock from elsewhere for projects,
and Smith said the quarry is need-
ed as a rock source for its own
projects and for a supply of agri-
cultural lime to be sold to farmers.

“We as a corporation are in a
situation in our growth process
that basically an in-house aggre-
gate source is a necessity,” Smith
said. 

The quarry would, at the outset,
create a minimum of 15 jobs pay-
ing hourly wages of $15, Smith
said.

His testimony pointed to the
potential economic benefit the
quarry would have to the commu-
nity. “You’ll see product being
delivered, you’ll see tax revenue
being expanded, you’ll see an
increase in the number of employ-
ees with ample income,” Smith
said.

Rather than create a pit quarry,
Smith said the company would be
blasting and digging rock from a
hillside and compared the rock
extraction to cutting “slices of
cake,” with Deweese building
earthen berms to act as a sound
barrier.

Pointing to aerial maps, Smith
said that, with one exception, the
nearest residential properties were
3,000 to 4,000 feet away from the
dig site. The lone exception is a
residence owned by Jack and
Louise Summers, who Smith said
supported the quarry.

Smith said the company would
pay to strengthen an access road
to the quarry site that would allow
for trucks to haul rock from the
property. A bridge spanning Dit-
more Ford Road was determined
to be sufficient to support the
trucks, according to Smith.

Blasting at the site to loosen the
rock during the first phase of work
would occur once a day for seven
to 14 days, Smith said, with no
blasting anticipated to occur for
30 to 60 days afterward.

During questioning from Tim
Mefford, the Franklin attorney
representing the neighbors, Smith
insisted that the blasting and dig-
ging would create no dust to affect
nearby residences.

Smith also claimed to be

unaware of any caves within a
one-mile radius of the dig site.
Among the neighbors’ concerns
was that the blasting would dam-
age the bedrock comprising
underground water tunnels, alter-
ing the flow of water and possibly
subjecting the water to contami-
nation.

David Carver has been leading
the group of neighbors opposing
the quarry.

Mefford called him as a witness
near the end of the meeting to
describe the potential adverse
effect of the quarry.

Carver said that he and his
wife invested $1 million into
their property on Ditmore Ford
Road, a 118-acre farm that
includes five horses and about 30
head of cattle.

“I don’t think the rock quarry
would help us at all, property-
value wise,” Carver said. “I just
don’t think if we had to sell or
wanted to sell, we could get what
it would actually be worth.”

Carver also shared his concerns
about safety on Ditmore Ford
Road if hauling trucks had to
share it with other motorists, peo-
ple on bicycles and pedestrians.

Other witnesses testifying
against the quarry talked about the
property being near Franklin-
Simpson Community Park and
the potential safety and environ-
mental hazards that could result
from so many children being
gathered close to the quarry for
baseball games and other activi-
ties.

John Curry, a retired veterinari-
an who developed local 4-H horse
clubs, said that the noise and
vibrations emanating from the
blasts could spook horses being
trained at an arena near the quarry,
presenting another potential haz-
ard.

Robert Spickard, owner of
Robert and Cassie Construction in
Tennessee, testified on behalf of
Deweese as an expert on blasting.

Spickard said the blasting
would be heavily regulated
through federal agencies and
likened the noise from the blasts
to “a roll of thunder in the dis-
tance” for the neighbors closest to
the dig site.

Amy Gardner, a Franklin resi-
dent who lives on Cassety Road
near Hanson Aggregates Mid-
west, a quarry located near the
Simpson-Warren county line, tes-
tified that she has been dealing
with property damage from the
dust that has settled on her proper-
ty from the neighboring quarry.

“My kids can’t walk across the
yard into my house without leav-
ing footprints in the house,” Gard-
ner said.

Jeff Arnold, a Bowling Green
engineer, talked about construc-
tion projects in which he was
involved that have occurred above
cave systems, including the
widening of Interstate 65 near
Mammoth Cave National Park
and the widening of Campbell
Lane in Bowling Green near Lost
River Cave.

Arnold said discussions with
cave officials produced no con-
cerns about the effects of blast-
ing.

“I would be surprised if there’s
not a cave (near the quarry site),”
Arnold said.
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Proposed legislation would allow some over-the-counter purchases of pseudoephedrine
medication trade group that
opposed a prescription-only
requirement – spent in January on
lobbying state lawmakers.

“It’s hard to beat the hundreds
of thousands of dollars they have
spent,” Stivers said.

CHPA opposes a prescription-
only law for pseudoephedrine, the
necessary ingredient to make
methamphetamine. Meth is an ille-
gal drug that is made in makeshift
labs created out of common house-
hold goods. The labs are volatile to
anyone who handles them, includ-
ing police who have to dismantle
the labs prior to disposing of them.
Labs have been found locally in
rivers, cave, parks and other public
areas. Pseudoephedrine is the nec-
essary component required to
make the drug.

Stivers’ new bill, which would
still allow for over-the-counter
purchasing, takes that argument
away from CHPA and others who
opposed the bill on the basis that a

prescription requirement would
place a burden on cold and allergy
sufferers, he said.

“I wanted to take that argument
away from them, and do some-
thing substantial to decrease the
manufacturing and distribution of
methamphetamine,” he said.

“The one active ingredient that
you need to make meth is
ephedrine or pseudoephedrine, and
at some point in time you have to
control that access to the people
who use it illegally in the process of
manufacturing meth,” Stivers said.

Less than 24 hours after the
new compromise legislation was
introduced in Frankfort, CHPA
spoke out against it.

“CHPA continues to oppose
burdensome restrictions to over-

the-counter cold and allergy medi-
cines that thousands of law-abiding
Kentuckians rely upon for relief,”
Elizabeth Funderburk, senior
director of communications for
CHPA, said in an email. “For many
families who suffer from colds and
allergies, the restrictions proposed
would significantly impact those
who need the medication most.”

Stivers believes this new bill
stands a better chance of passing. 

The bill had its first of three
required readings on the full Sen-
ate floor Tuesday. A second read-
ing was expected today, and a
vote could happen as early as
Thursday or Friday, Stivers said.

In addition to the new purchas-
ing limits, the latest bill also
includes language that would

allow for the Office of Drug Con-
trol Policy to have access to any
data stored in the electronic data-
base now used to track pseu-
doephedrine sales and would
require that office to file an annu-
al statistical report to the Legisla-
tive Research Commission.

If the Office of Drug Control
Policy sees a dramatic spike in the
number of pseudoephedrine buy-
ers, that could be indicative of
people buying the cold medicine
and diverting it for use in manu-
facturing meth, Stivers said.

While the bill is not what nar-
cotics officers were hoping for,
it’s a step in the right direction,
said Tommy Loving, executive
director of the Kentucky Nar-
cotics Officers’Association.

“Political reality is that this bill
has a much better chance of pass-
ing than what we wanted, even
though what we wanted was more
effective,” Loving said.

Less than 24 hours after the new compromise
legislation was introduced in Frankfort, CHPA
spoke out against it.
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