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LOUISVILLE — A dozen
Kentucky colleges and universi-
ties signed a partnership agree-
ment Wednesday that could make
it easier for students to pick up
credit hours on multiple campus-
es to stay on a steady course
toward graduation.

The new regional partnership
includes a mix of public universi-
ties – including the state’s largest,
the University of Kentucky –
along with private schools and
Bluegrass Community & Techni-
cal College.

Presidents of the 12 schools
gathered in Lexington to sign a
charter agreement forming the
Bluegrass Consortium of Higher
Education.

Along with UK and BCTC,
participating schools are Asbury
University, Berea College, Centre
College, Eastern Kentucky Uni-
versity, Georgetown College,
Kentucky State University, Mid-

way College, Morehead State
University, Sullivan University
and Transylvania University.

One result of the teamwork
could give students more flexibil-
ity to hop among campuses to get
the courses needed for their
degrees.

“There are good jobs out
there,” BCTC President Augusta
Julian said in a phone interview.
“Students sometimes have a hard
time sorting through what they
really need in order to access
those careers.”

If students aren’t able to get
particular courses on their cam-
puses, they could be matched
with other schools offering those
classes, said EKU President Doug
Whitlock. In an era of rising
tuition, that can help students earn
their degrees in as short of time as
possible.

The schools also might band
together at times in reaching out

to high school guidance coun-
selors and teachers, Julian said.
The goal could to let each school
showcase its program offerings to
help students get a more complete
picture of their options, she said.
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Kentucky’s Tourism Develop-
ment Authority gave preliminary
approval Tuesday for sales-tax
incentives for the Oak Grove Vil-
lage at Fort Campbell.

“Preliminary approval means
the next step will be a study to see
if the project meets the criteria
under the category of entertain-
ment destination center,” said Gil
Lawson, a spokesman for the
Tourism, Arts and Heritage Cabi-
net.

The project, which totals $383
million – $341 million of which
might qualify for tourism incen-
tives – also received preliminary
approval last week from the Ken-
tucky Economic Development
Finance Authority for a signature
Tax Increment Financing district.
The project is seeking a combina-
tion of tax incentives of up to
$203 million to reimburse the cost
of needed infrastructure.

On the tourism side, the devel-
oper could receive up to a $84.5
million rebate in sales taxes paid
by customers at the center, a max-
imum of 25 percent of the pro-
ject’s cost.

“But they don’t get any kind of
check up front,” Lawson said.
“They have to build this thing and
start conducting business.”

The rebate is spread out over a
10-year period and must be used
for infrastructure.

The study, which will be paid
for by developers Lucia and
Monte Albers, will seek to deter-
mine whether the project meets
the criteria of the statute, Lawson
said.

Those stipulations include that
eligible costs must exceed $5 mil-
lion, the project must have at least
200,000 square feet of space adja-
cent or complementary to an
existing tourism attraction project
or a major convention facility, and
the incentives are to be dedicated
for public infrastructure for an
entertainment destination project.

After the business opens, it
should be open to the public at
least 100 days a year; and it must
maintain at least one major theme
restaurant and at least three enter-
tainment venues, such as a multi-
plex theater, large theater, motion
simulator, concert halls, interac-
tive museum exhibits or other cul-
tural and leisure-time activities,
among others.

The project, according to infor-
mation provided to the state last
week, includes a 14-screen movie
theater, a hotel, retail and enter-
tainment space and a 28-acre,
small-scale nontraditional amuse-
ment park, which would include
interactive educational activities,
sports facilities, water elements,
miniature golf and interactive
combat practice exercises.

Entertainment and food and

drink operations must maintain a
60 percent gross occupancy rate
and, following the third year of
operation, the project should
attract at least 25 percent of its
visitors from out of state.

The project is two miles from
the Tennessee border, with high-
way access from U.S. 41-A.

“If the study indicates it meets
those approvals, it would come
back to the cabinet for final
approval,” Lawson said.

Oak Grove Mayor Dan Potter
said if the project comes to
fruition, there will be some initial
growing pains, primarily because
of the traffic the project will gen-
erate.

“We will have to sit down with
the state and talk about some pro-
visions for controlling traffic,”
Potter said. “That already is a
pretty packed road.”

But Potter said the city could
handle the issue temporarily
because of the benefit the project
will bring to the community. The
city and county are giving up 80
percent of the employment and
property taxes that will be gener-
ated by the project over a certain
period of time.

“That’s a lot to give up,” Potter
said. “But getting to keep 20 per-
cent from something this big is
also a big deal.”

Potter said the city is already
considering how it might connect
a nearby park’s amphitheater to
the project, which also is on land
adjacent to the community’s new
convention center.

The mayor said he expects that
the restaurant and food sales
alone will grow tremendously
with the project.

“Right now we are a city of
9,300 people and we serve and
prepare $42 million of food each
year,” he said. “I imagine that fig-
ure will at least double to $80 mil-
lion a year. That is a lot of pre-
pared food for a city of a little
over 9,000.”

Potter said many Tennesseans
already come to Oak Grove to
shop for untaxed groceries at
Walmart. He expects that will
continue to grow with a project
such as the one proposed.

Oak Grove is one of the largest
customers of the Logan-Todd
Regional Water Commission, and
Potter expects that will only con-
tinue to grow with such a large
project.

“Restaurants are large users of
water,” he said.

The water commission draws
its water from the Cumberland
River, treats it in Elkton and dis-
tributes it throughout the region.
More end users of the treated
water could hold costs down for
the commission.

Because of the large military
base presence, Potter said the
area is fairly recession proof,
something that bodes well for
the development and his com-
munity.

“I think our future is pretty
bright here,” Potter said. “The
project is going to make Oak
Grove stand out and draw people
from all around.”

Thomas E. Clayton
Thomas E. Clay-

ton of Bowling
Green passed away at
the Hospice of
Southern Kentucky

Hospice Center in Bowling Green
on Sunday, Feb. 26, at 9:40 p.m.
surrounded by his loved ones.

He was the son of the late Ersel
Edward Clayton and Viola Ver-
nice Clayton
of Missouri.
He was a
retiree of the
B o w l i n g
G r e e n
C o r v e t t e
A s s e m b l y
Plant and a
member of
United Auto
W o r k e r s
Local 2164.
After his
retirement, he worked for Bowl-
ing Green Freight and Causey’s
Auto Parts. He served his country
in the armed forces and he also
served his community as the
mayor of Plum Springs for sever-
al years. He was a husband, a
father, a grandfather, a son, a
brother, an uncle and a friend, and
will be missed by many.

Survivors include his wife of
42 years, Linda Lee Clayton; two
daughters, Stacey Clayton and
her partner, Connie
Collingsworth, of Bowling
Green, and Donna Causey and
her husband, David, of Bowling
Green; a stepson, Christopher
Yordy and his wife, Debbie, of
Farmington, Mo.; six grandsons,
Tanner Clayton, Aron Causey,
Gunnar Causey and Rowdy
Causey, all of Bowling Green,
and Colby Yordy and Connor
Yordy of Farmington; a brother,
Ed Clayton and his wife, Maggie,
of Arnold, Mo.; brothers-in-law,
James Asher of Windsor, Mo.,
and Bob Ogle of Hillsboro, Mo.;
and several aunts, uncles, cousins,
nieces, nephews, great-nieces and
great-nephews.

He was preceded in death by
his parents and his sisters, Peggy
Asher of Windsor, and Debbie
Ogle of Hillsboro.

Services will be at J.C. Kirby
& Son on Lovers Lane.

In lieu of flowers, monetary
donations can be made to Hospice

of Southern Kentucky Inc. Hos-
pice Center.

Lavelton Dockery
MORGANTOWN — Lavel-

ton Dockery, 84, of Morgantown,
died Feb. 28, 2012, at a Morgan-
town nursing home.

Funeral is at 11 a.m. Friday at
Jones Funeral Chapel. Visitation
is from noon to 8 p.m. Thursday
and begins at 8 a.m. Friday at the
funeral home.

Dorothy D. Doyle
BROWNSVILLE — Dorothy

Dorene Doyle, 87, of Louisville,
died at 12:10 p.m. Feb. 24, 2012,
at a Glasgow nursing home. 

Funeral is at 1 p.m. Thursday at
Gravil Funeral Home, with burial
in Doyle Cemetery. Visitation
begins at 10 a.m. Thursday.

Dorothy Grider
NEW HOPE, Pa. — Dorothy

Grider, 97, died Saturday. Born in
Bowling Green, Ky., Ms. Grider
had lived in New Hope since
1950. She received her Bachelor
of Arts degree from Western Ken-
tucky State College and studied
art in New York City and at the
Grande Chaumiere Art Studio in
Paris. A freelance artist, she was
best known as an illustrator of 80
children’s books, five of which
she also wrote. The first book she
was credited with illustrating was
“The Little Rabbit Who Wanted
Red Wings.” She also painted
many portraits and landscapes.

Daughter of the late Rufus and
Patricia Fenwick Grider, and sis-
ter of the late Rufus DuBose
Grider Jr. and aunt of the late Bar-
bara Grider, she is survived by
one sister, Charlotte Egan of Sell-
ersburg, Ind.; two nephews,
Michael Egan and Gregg Egan,
both of Sellersburg, Ind.; one
niece, Carolyn Grider Little of
Choctaw, Okla.; and two first
cousins, Lois Nevin of Elk
Rapids, Mich., and John Grider of
Bowling Green, Ky.

In lieu of flowers, memorial
contributions may be made to the
Western Kentucky University
Dorothy Grider Exhibit Fund at
the Kentucky Museum, 1906
College Heights Blvd., Bowling
Green, KY 42101.

A private graveside service
will be held at a later date in
Fairview Cemetery in Bowling
Green.

Arrangements are under the
direction of Johnson-Vaughn-
Phelps Funeral Home.

Kendall Henderson
MORGANTOWN — Kendall

Henderson, 52, of Morgantown,
died Feb. 26, 2012, at Skyline
Medical Center of Nashville.

Funeral is at 3 p.m. today at
Smith Funeral Home, where visi-
tation is in progress.

Lena Marshall
AUBURN — Lena “Brady”

Marshall, 87, of Russellville, died
Feb. 28, 2012, at The Medical
Center at Bowling Green.

Funeral is at 11 a.m. Thursday
at New Harmony Baptist Church.
Visitation begins at 5 p.m. today
at Young Funeral Home, Auburn
chapel, and is from 9 a.m. to 11
a.m. Thursday at the church.

Helen F. Rowland
Helen Fritz Rowland, 91, of

Bowling Green, died at 7:25 p.m.
Feb. 27, 2012, at her residence.

Funeral is at 10 a.m. Friday at
J.C. Kirby & Son Funeral Home,
Broadway Avenue chapel, with
burial in Chapel Hill Memorial
Gardens. Visitation is from 6 p.m.
to 9 p.m. Thursday at the funeral
home.

Myrtle I. Williams
BROWNSVILLE — Myrtle

Irene Williams, 81, of Hardyville,
died Feb. 28, 2012, at The Med-
ical Center at Bowling Green.

Funeral is at 2 p.m. Friday at
Nolin United Baptist Church,
with burial in Nolin Church
Cemetery. Visitation is from 11
a.m. to 9 p.m. Thursday at Patton
Funeral Home, Brownsville
chapel, and from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m.
Friday at the church.

Thomas D. Wood
LEWISBURG — Thomas

Dewey Wood, 67, of Russellville,
died at 9 a.m. Feb. 28, 2012, at his
residence.

Funeral is at 2 p.m. Thursday at
Price Funeral Home. Visitation is
from 5 p.m. to 8 p.m. today.
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 • FAIRVIEW CEMETERY I &  II 
 • MOUNT MORIAH CEMETERY 
 • PIONEER CEMETERY
 The cemetery staff will be conducting their Annual Spring Cleanup 
 beginning March 19, 2012. Items that will be removed and 
 discarded:  Decorations, flowers, statuary, plaques, etc., that are on 
 the ground. This includes anything that will get in the way of 
 mowers. Also, Cemetery Staff will be removing any holiday 
 decorations which include any Christmas decorations (Christmas 
 trees, Christmas wreaths, etc.,) Any worn or faded flowers and 
 trinkets will be removed and discarded.

 If you have any decorations you would like to save 
 please pick up before March 19, 2012. Please call the 

 Cemetery Administrative Office
 with any questions you may have concerning 

 the annual Spring Cleanup.
 Phone: (270)393-3607

 Cemetery Administrative Office hours are 
 Monday thru Friday 7:00am-4:00pm

 2012 A NNUAL  
 S PRING  

 C LEAN -U P

 “The Finest in Flowers Since 1902”
 PHONE 843-4334
 901 Lehman Ave., Bowling Green, KY

 832 BROADWAY
 ~

 820 LOVERS LANE
 BOWLING GREEN, KY

 LYNN KIRBY

 Let our experienced 
 staff help you in your 

 time of need.

 832 Broadway
 820 Lovers Lane

 Bowling  Green, KY

 J.C. K IRBY  & S ON  F UNERAL  C HAPELS , I NC . 
 AND  C REMATORY

 (270) 843-3111

 820 Lovers Lane
 Bowling  Green, KY

 Johnson Vaughn Phelps
 FUNERAL HOME, INC.

 John Phelps
 Owner

 Gene Vaughn
 Owner

 Pre-Need • Monuments
 Cremation Services

 ~ EST. 1952 ~

 901 Fairview Ave. • Bowling Green
 270.843.4338

DEATHS

THOMAS E.
CLAYTON

By DEBORAH HIGHLAND
The Daily News
dhighland@bgdailynews.com/783-3243

In a federal court motion filed Tuesday, U.S.
attorneys in the Western District of Kentucky, along
with a defense attorney representing Waad
Ramadan Alwan, asked a federal judge to delay
Alwan’s sentencing on terrorism charges.

Alwan, of Bowling Green, pleaded guilty in
December to every charge in a 23-count indictment
that charged him with conspiracy to kill U.S. nationals
in Iraq, conspiracy to use a weapon of mass destruc-
tion against U.S. nationals in Iraq, attempting to pro-
vide material support to terrorists and to al-Qaida in
Iraq, distributing information on the manufacture and
use of improvised explosive devices and conspiracy to
transfer, possess and export Stinger missiles. 

A sentencing hearing was originally set for April 3.
The joint motion filed Tuesday asks the court to delay
the sentencing date but does not specify a time table.

Under federal sentencing guidelines, Alwan faces
a mandatory minimum sentence of 25 years in
prison and a possible life sentence.

In pleading guilty, Alwan admitted building and
planting an IED in a road near Iraq’s Salah ad Din
province in an effort to kill U.S. forces traveling the
road and conspiring with others to plant and deto-
nate IEDs between 2003 and 2006.

Alwan’s co-defendant, Mohanad Shareef Ham-
madi, 24, is charged with two counts of perjury on
allegations that he falsified refugee admission and
permanent residency status papers along with 10
counts of terrorism-related charges.

Hammadi is accused of attempting to provide
rocket-propelled grenade launchers, two machine
guns, two cases of C4 plastic explosives, two sniper
rifles, two Stinger surface-to-air missile launcher
systems and money to al-Qaida in Iraq. 

On Feb. 8, U.S. District Court Judge Thomas
Russell set a July 30 trial date for Hammadi.

Oak Grove Village
clears another hurdle

“I think our future is
pretty bright here.
The project is going
to make Oak Grove
stand out and draw
people from all
around.”

Dan Potter
Oak Grove mayor

Delay in terrorism sentencing sought 

12 Ky. colleges form partnership for classes

Tourism development agency grants preliminary approval for tax incentives


