
Does history repeat itself until
we learn the lessons from it that
we are supposed to?

The coming presidential elec-
tion brings this thought to my
mind, especially after watching a
PBS special covering the Clinton
years called “An American Expe-
rience.”

Today’s technology possibili-
ties in communication enable us
to learn truths from the past that
should empower us with wisdom
for the future.

Jesus said, “The day will come
when that which has been done in
secret will be shouted from the
housetops.” (Luke 12:3) Is this
not being fulfilled in our day?

The young Clintons were
ambitious, egotistical, self-seek-
ing, smooth-talking charlatans
who had not lived long enough or
applied their knowledge and
themselves experientially to life
sufficiently to gain the wisdom
required to be a leader of the
greatest country on earth, yet
Americans were “taken in” by
Bill Clinton’s charismatic person-
ality and unethical political
strategies to the extent of electing

him president.
Why?
Is it because of our passivity?

Are we too lazy to research the
candidates and do our home-
work? Are we too shallow to
care? 

Are we too gullible to see only
the external appearances and hear
only the charmingly presented
promises and platitudes that ben-
efit us personally or are we just
too busy and self-centered to seek
out people with worthwhile pur-
poses, integrity, competence and
the wisdom to be a responsible
and reputable leader?

I am not judging the Clintons.
They probably have learned
enough now that they could do a
better job, but most of their years
in public service were spent
learning it.

What a waste of the American
people’s money and resources to
not have people elected to office
that are “shovel ready” to do the
job.

Can we not do better? 
Nora Buttram
Smiths Grove

Cartoon offensive
to animal owners

The Argyle Sweater cartoon
Friday was offensive, an insult to
dog owners. Does the Daily
News have any idea what the
Humane Society experiences or
sees in their daily work with res-
cued or mistreated dogs or cats or
etc., here and across the country?

Why don’t you retell readers
about the terrible conditions of
those nearly 100 dogs recently
rescued?

Other readers have comment-
ed or complained about other
Argyle Sweater cartoons you
have published.

Be more socially responsible
because that one was even un-
Christian.

Ann Williams
Bowling Green

Reader enjoys ‘genius’
of Argyle Sweater 

I am writing to thank you for
including “Argyle Sweater” on
the Comics page.

Not since Gary Larson’s “The
Far Side” have we seen the
genius and unique imagination as

in the cartoons envisioned by
Scott Hilburn. I look forward to
the daily smile, if not outright
laugh, that “Argyle Sweater”
brings in your paper.

For those who do not appreci-
ate the intriguing works provided
by Mr. Hilburn, I suggest they
continue to enjoy the strips more
on their level, such as “The Fam-
ily Circus.”

Ron Davis
Bowling Green

Thanks to musicians
for a terrific show

Kudos and many thanks to Jeff
Reed and the musicians of
Orchestra Kentucky for such an
outstanding and moving perfor-
mance of Gustav Mahler’s First
Symphony. Bowling Green is
certainly blessed with the oppor-
tunity to hear live the world’s
greatest symphonic music.
Orchestra Kentucky offers music
for everyone’s taste with its vari-
ety of programs; it’s truly a trea-
sure for Bowling Green and sur-
rounding counties. 

Shirley Karrick
Bowling Green
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LETTERS POLICY

Prosecutors in New Jersey have pulled off
a neat trick. They have made a victim out of
an immature jerk loathed by much of the
country when he came to its attention two
years ago.

Dharun Ravi is the Rutgers student who
used a webcam to spy on his gay roommate,
Tyler Clementi. When Clementi committed
suicide by throwing himself off the George
Washington Bridge, the tragedy became a
morality play. It was widely reported that
Ravi had posted a video of the closeted
Clementi having sex, and thus outed him and
drove him to take his own life. Shy and a tal-
ented violinist, Clementi became a national
symbol of anti-gay bullying. “Something
must be done,” declared Ellen DeGeneres.

The prosecutors have duly done some-
thing: After he refused to admit guilt in a plea
deal, they have thrown the book at Ravi, who
could face 10 years in prison if convicted in a
trial that has just begun. They are pursuing
Ravi to the utmost despite the unraveling of
the tidy black-and-white story that rightly
outraged people at the time of Clementi’s
death. In a long, nuanced account of the case
in The New Yorker, Ian Parker reports that the
initial narrative about the tragedy was entire-
ly erroneous: “There was no posting, no
observed sex and no closet.”

Parker’s piece won’t make anyone warm
up to Ravi. He is portrayed as an arrogant
showoff, desperate to cover his tracks with
authorities once he finds out about Clementi’s

awful fate. But he is not worthy of prison
time, either. It can only be misplaced zeal on
the part of New Jersey’s prosecutors that
makes them so determined to define Ravi’s
conduct as criminal spying and (in the charge
that brings the most jail time) “bias intimida-
tion.”

Ravi and Clementi agreed to become
roommates their freshman year after finding
one another online. Ravi quickly discovered
that Clementi was gay, since his prospective
roommate was posting on a gay website.
(Clementi came out to his parents shortly
before leaving for school.) Ravi and a friend
engaged in juvenile banter, making fun of
Clementi for being gay, “poor” and uncool.
It’s painful to read, but no different than what
high-school students say about one another
all the time.

Clementi and Ravi barely talked when they
lived together. One night, Clementi asked
Ravi to leave him alone with a nonstudent in
his mid-20s for what turned out to be an
assignation. From a friend’s room across the

hall, Ravi briefly turned on his webcam and
saw the two in an embrace. He derisively
tweeted that he saw his roommate “making
out with a dude.”

Clementi later saw Ravi’s tweet and ago-
nized about what to do. In the meantime, he
asked for the room again for another tryst,
and this time Ravi tweeted that people should
tap into his webcam for a show. But Clemen-
ti turned off Ravi’s computer, and the viewing
never happened. Clementi requested a change
of roommates. With that, and disciplinary
action against Ravi, it should have ended.

There are no laws against obnoxious disre-
gard for the feelings of a sensitive young
man. Parker writes that the indictment against
Ravi “can be seen as a kind of regretful com-
mentary about the absence of such statutes.”
The case against him for invasion of privacy
is shaky since he apparently didn’t expect to
see or see any “intimate parts” (as specified in
the law) the first time around, and the second
time no one saw anything.

The charges for “bias intimidation” – a
scandalously amorphous category – are
weaker. One gets the sense that Ravi may
well have hit it off with Clementi if his room-
mate had been more gregarious. And one can
imagine, as Parker notes, him being just as
scornful if Clementi’s sexual partner had been
an unattractive woman.

Trying to right a wrong that the law can’t
reach, the prosecutors are guilty of perpetrat-
ing one themselves.
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Gov. Steve Beshear has
had more than ample time to
get his proposed legalized
casino gambling approved
by the legislature and he has
come up short once again.

We believe that it is now
time for the governor to
focus his interests elsewhere
and move on.

Since campaigning for
governor in 2007, Beshear
has pushed the idea of legal-
ized gambling in our state
and now in his fifth year as
governor, he has watched it
go down in flames every
legislative session.

On Thursday, in a 21-16
vote, the Senate voted down
a proposal to change the
constitution to legalize casi-
nos in the state.

Following the vote, fin-
gers were pointed from both
parties. Beshear accused
Senate President David
Williams, R-Burkesville, of
stopping its passage. In
hindsight, Beshear could’ve
done more over the years to
help the chances of his pro-
posal being passed, but he
simply didn’t do enough.

At the end of the day, the
votes weren’t there and it is
worth mentioning that this
wasn’t strictly a partisan
issue.

State Sen. Damon Thayer,
R-Georgetown, was the
sponsor of the bill, although
he was heavily connected to
the horsing industry, and
worked on its conception
with Beshear. Several

Democrats in the Senate
voted against the proposal.
Many Democrats in the
House had also expressed
some concern about the bill
and others said they simply
couldn’t vote for it.

We have written that we
believed that the people
should have had the chance
to vote on the issue, and it is
a shame they weren’t given
that chance, but enough
debate and time have been
devoted to this issue.

A yes vote by legislators
wasn’t necessarily an
endorsement of the propos-
al, but a vote to let their con-
stituents vote on the issue so
it could be settled once and
for all. So, we don’t see that
their votes would’ve been
controversial.

The governor needs to
now look at other initiatives
that can move this state for-
ward.

Perhaps the governor can
start focusing his energy on
meaningful tax reform,
improving the education
system and the unfunded
pension liability time bomb.

For the good of all Ken-
tuckians, it is time for
Beshear to realize that pas-
sage of any future gambling
proposal is very uncertain
and it’s time to work on
other issues that have a bet-
ter chance of legislative pas-
sage.

Beshear needs
to move on from
gambling issue

Our view

Travesty in New Jersey
It’s terribly sad gay student killed himself, but charging his roommate quite a stretch

Well, that didn’t take
long. In office only four
months, Prime Minister
Garry Conille of Haiti
resigned Friday under pres-
sure from President Michel
Martelly. This is a huge set-
back for Haiti as it continues
to struggle with recovery
efforts following the Janu-
ary 2010 earthquake.

Conille’s principal failing
was his unwillingness to
play ball with Haiti’s power-
ful insiders. Lacking the
time in office to establish
himself as a political player
with his own network of
supporters, he had no help
when his enemies pounced.
When Martelly turned
against him and ordered
cabinet ministers to follow
suit, it left him little room to
maneuver.

In a rare message of com-
mendation for someone in
office for such a short peri-
od, the U.S. Embassy in
Haiti noted “the efforts,
insight and energy demon-
strated by the Prime Minis-
ter Garry Conille during the
last four months” and
expressed regret that Haiti
could no longer benefit from
his services. Similarly, the
head of Haiti’s U.N. mission
said on the eve of Conille’s
departure that “a series of
repeated crises between the
executive and legislative
powers” has undermined the
democratic process.

That’s the polite language
used in diplomacy to say,
“What a mess!”

Conille’s departure once
again leaves Haiti without
an effective government.
Martelly may be fully con-
tent to run the government
by himself under de facto
one-man rule in the execu-
tive, but the Constitution in
Haiti requires a prime min-
ister. More fundamentally,

democracy is about sharing
power, apparently an alien
concept for Martelly.

Conille was not his first
choice. It took five months
before Martelly could be
convinced to select him in
an effort to persuade the
international community
that a serious and responsi-
ble official would be taking
over the reins as CEO of
government with Martelly
looking over his shoulder as
president.

Armed with that reassur-
ance, the international com-
munity and the people of
Haiti could focus on what
really matters: Obtaining the
financing and preparation
for rebuilding Haiti and cre-
ating a viable economy.

Progress has been made in
that direction in the last few
months, giving rise to the
hope that 2012 would be a
turning point, but now Haiti
is back to square one. What
Haiti needs now is yet
another prime minister who
can attract international con-
fidence, but that’s easier
said than done.

Conille wanted to investi-
gate spending practices and
reconstruction contracts let
by his predecessor, but
Martelly had no misgivings
over them, and that became
his undoing. As much as
anything, the pressure for
him to resign is a message to
his eventual successor about
what not to do: provide
transparent governance.

Apparently, even a cata-
clysmic earthquake can’t
make Haiti’s leaders shake
the politics of the past.

— The Miami Herald

Haiti leader’s exit
will weaken nation
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