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Do you think Kentucky needs more programs

aimed at improving the health of its residents?

No — 29 votes

— Woman, 27, killed in wreck on
Kentucky 117

— Deep bonds
— Hopkins County woman vanishes (AP)
— Police: Gracey man assaulted preg-

nant woman
— HPD officers claim OG fire chief

drove through scene of  car wreck
— Officer involved in wreck while

responding to call

Most widely read local stories last
week on kentuckynewera.com

Yes— 78 votes

BY TOM KANE
NEW ERA PHOTOJOURNALIST

Bob Rust loves his hostas.
He has been growing them on

his Pembroke property since 1982
when a business acquaintance
gave him his first hosta plant.

He planted it next to a tree,
and within three years, it grew
to surround the base of  the
tree. He kept taking shoots
from the original plant and re-
planted them until he had

about 7,000 hosta plants grow-
ing on his wooded four-acre
tract of  land.

At that point, he and his wife
decided to sell the plants and
opened a business called Hosta
Haven in Pembroke. 

Bob diversified with other va-
rieties and he now sells 150 dif-
ferent types of  hostas at his
home. Bob retired from the in-
surance business in 1992 and
has been selling hostas part
time ever since. 

“What I like about the busi-
ness is that we meet so many in-
teresting people," Melba said.
Melba also operates a gift shop
at their home.

The Hosta Haven is at 1710
Long Pond Road and can be best
reached off  U.S. 41A. Their phone
number is 270-885-4000. They can
also be reached via email at
hostahaven@yahoo.com.

REACH TOM KANE at 270-887-3238 
or tkane@kentuckynewera.com.

TOM KANE | KENTUCKY NEW ERA

Bob Rust shows off one of his multi-colored hosta plants Thursday at his home in Pembroke. Bob along with his wife, Melva, sell 150
different varieties of the plant.

Hosta habit proves profitable

Couple fills retirement by selling plants

Gov. angry
about calling

lawmakers back
LOCAL/STATE A6

Officials applaud new test for schools

BY DENNIS O’NEIL 
NEW ERA STAFF WRITER 

The Kentucky Department of  Education is im-
plementing a new testing method this year for
Kentucky schools. 

Kentucky is one of  11 states to be granted a
waiver from No Child Left Behind standards. The
waiver from President Barack Obama gives states
flexibility on NCLB provided they offer viable al-
ternate plans. 

The waiver also strips away the NCLB require-
ment that all students be proficient in reading and
math by 2014. Instead, it requires states to set new
performance goals, improve accountability and
undertake reforms to improve teacher effective-
ness, according to the U.S. Department of  Educa-
tion.

The commonwealth is implementing a new test-
ing system — the Kentucky Performance Rating
for Educational Progress, or K-PREP — at the end
of  this school year. 

The assessment replaces the Kentucky Core
Content Test and is part of  a larger state initiative
called Unbridled Learning, which is geared at im-

proving students’ college and career readiness. 
The K-PREP test will assess elementary and mid-

dle school students in reading, math, social stud-
ies, science and writing with end-of-course exams
administered at the high school level. Under Un-
bridled Learning, schools will be scored in five in-
dividual areas and then assigned an overall score.

The new system will provide designations for
schools at both the state and federal levels. KDE
Spokesperson Lisa Gross said that under the pre-
vious system, schools would receive conflicting as-
sessments based on differences between state
standards and NCLB standards at the federal level. 

The state submitted its application for a NCLB
waiver in November. Development of  K-PREP and
Unbridled Learning began in 2009 after the pas-
sage of  Senate Bill 1, which required KDE to for-
mulate a new annual assessment and
accountability model.

Preparing for the test
Christian County Public Schools Superintendent

Brady Link said school districts and teachers
across Kentucky helped develop the new system.
He said Christian County students have been
preparing for the K-PREP test throughout the year
while teachers have been learning the new pro-
grams and standards of  Unbridled Learning. 

SEE SCHOOLS, PAGE A7

State prepares to put new system
in place after NCLB waiver

Raid just 

‘tip of the

iceberg’

BY BENJAMIN JOUBERT
NEW ERA STAFF WRITER

In just one of  what may be
many raids of  its kind, the Hop-
kinsville Police Department
seized thousands of  dollars
worth of  synthetic drugs Thurs-
day night from the Shell gas sta-
tion at 1411 E. Ninth St. 

During a Friday press confer-
ence, County Attorney Mike
Foster said there were many
other locations that would be
raided in the coming days and
weeks.

In Thursday’s raid, police con-
fiscated 518 packages of  syn-
thetic drugs with names such as
Bam Bam, 7h Kush, Purple
Haze, Dead Man Walking, Dirty
Monkey, Pandora and Love. Au-
thorities also took $1,615, which
they say came from just one day
of  synthetic drug sales at the
gas station, also known as
Scott’s Market.

The store owner told police
that he had additional boxes of
synthetic drugs at his home and
willingly turned them over. The
packages are estimated to be
worth at least $8,000 and the
store pulls in $11,305 a week

from synthetic sales, according
to the county attorney. That’s
$45,520 a month and more than
$542,000 in a year.

At Scott’s Market, the sale of
the synthetics was done mostly
in cash and kept separate from
the regular cash drawer, Foster
said.

“These are poison, plain and
simple,” state Rep. John Tilley,
D-Hopkinsville, said Friday.
“There are no good results with
this drug.”

Tilley has been a major propo-
nent for banning synthetic
drugs and introduced the most
recent bill to the General As-
sembly.

The raid came immediately
following a push on the gover-
nor’s office by county attorneys
and Tilley to sign the bill into
law. The problem wasn’t catch-
ing people, it was that synthetics
weren’t illegal, Foster said.

On March 13, Tilley’s bill
passed 97-0 in the state House.
However, to avoid the typical lag
time between when a bill is
signed and when it becomes law,
Tilley attached an emergency

Authorities plan future seizures
in battle against synthetic drugs

SUBMITTED PHOTO

This photo provided by the Hopkinsville Police Department shows synthetic drugs
and cash seized Thursday during a raid on Scott's Market in Hopkinsville.

SEE SYNTHETIC, PAGE A4

Southern Pennyrile’s finest
Hoptown players dominate

2011-12 All-KNE teams
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