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Should prison inmates be released
from custody as a means of reducing
prison costs, even when they have
failed to qualify for parole in the cus-
tomary fashion?

Go to:
www.themoreheadnews.com
and submit your vote. Results
will be published in Friday’s The
Morehead News!

Current state
law allows

the Kentucky
Department

of Corrections
to release in-
mates who

are within six
months of fin-
ishing their

sentences, re-
gardless of

parole status.

Should the purchase
of cough and cold
medicines require a
doctor’s prescription?
Yes 28% No 72%

Internet Poll...
Non-scientific poll, for opinion & entertainment

@themoreheadnews

Voters outraged over precinct changes
By NOELLE HUNTER
The Morehead News

Rowan County residents
apparently vote with their
voices as well as their bal-
lots as shown by a public
outcry over changes in vot-
ing precincts. 

An attempt by the Rowan
County Board of Elections to
comply with federal man-
dates and to streamline the
voting process has voters in
outlying precincts crying
foul. 

“We didn’t realize there
would be such a backlash,”

said Rowan County Sheriff
Jack Carter. “None of us had
any intention of making it
harder for people to vote.” 

That is the essence of com-
plaints which have
streamed into the offices of
the County Clerk, Sheriff,
Judge-Executive and all

four county magistrates
after voters in eight
precincts received postcards
last weekend notifying them
that all county precincts
now will vote at the More-
head Conference Center in
downtown Morehead.

In response to the strong

public reaction, Deputy
Judge-Executive Jerry Al-
derman said the Board of
Elections likely would re-
scind the decision during a
special meeting scheduled
for 9 a.m. today at the court

Mother sentenced to 30
years for incest, sodomy

Assistant Commonwealth’s Attorney Ronnie Goldy, left, prosecuted the
case before Circuit Judge William Lane. Henson was sentenced to 30
years for sexual crimes involving the abuse of her son. (Photo by Kim
Bandura)

Local grandparents avoid bail money scam 
(Editor’s Note: For privacy
reasons, we are not identify-
ing the couple involved in
this matter.)

Two elderly Morehead
grandparents reported Mon-
day that they were the in-
tended victims of a weekend
telephone scam supposedly
involving bail money for a
grandchild.

Fortunately, they did not

lose any money.
It started Saturday morn-

ing with a telephone call
from a young woman sob-
bing hysterically and asking
for help. When told her voice
was not recognizable, she
said she was their oldest
granddaughter.

At that point, the grandfa-
ther instinctively spoke the
name of his oldest grand-
daughter. The female on the

phone said she was out of
the country and had been in
an automobile accident and
was in police custody, follow-
ing treatment at a hospital.

She added that she was
attending a wedding in
Canada. When asked about
her baby, the supposed
granddaughter mentioned a
babysitter and said she was
being held because the
driver was charged with

DUI.
She said she needed

money for bail and gave a
phone number for an attor-
ney who could explain
everything. At that point,
the imaginary granddaugh-
ter begged the couple not to
call her mother or anyone
else. 

When that call ended, 

Faith Based Linkages for Health Conference April 26-27
The conference “Faith

Based Linkages for Health”
will be April 26-27 at More-
head Conference Center, 111
East 1st St. Morehead.

This conference seeks to
educate central Appalachia
on the benefits of health
ministry and partnership in
the community, teaching
new concepts, and new ap-
proaches to combat growing
health problems in the re-
gion.

Those who are interested
in the improvement of
health in their communities

and seeking positive effects
on today and tomorrow’s
generations are invited to
attend.

Keynote sessions of inter-
est include:

Wadia Hanna MD, MPH:
Health Resources and Ser-
vices Administration
(HRSA) Washington, DC,
Consulting for Federally
Qualified Health Centers.

“Cultural Competencies in
Appalachia” Linking people
with people

Patty Kiger MEd: Eastern
Virginia Medical School,
Norfolk, Va. “Coalition
Building” Linking church
and community as stake-
holders

Alexis Williams: MPH,
CHES: Center for Disease
Control Atlanta Georgia,
Currently a Public Health
Advisor for the National 

High school student suspended after alleged assault

By KIM BANDURA
The Morehead News

Morehead resident Brittany Hen-
son, 22, was sentenced to 30 years in
prison after an investigation proved
she was involved in crimes involving

sexual abuse of her then two-year-old
son.

In December 2011, Morehead police
received an anonymous tip that led 

See LOCAL on A-7

Patti Kiger Diana Williams Ella
Auchincloss

See FAITH on A-8

A male sophomore at
Rowan County Senior High
School was suspended Mon-
day after a female sopho-
more reported that he had
grabbed her wrist and bit-
ten her neck, according to
Rowan County School Supt.

Marvin Moore.
The incident reportedly

followed a series of text
messages between the two
students in which they
agreed to meet in the band
room.

Neither student was iden-
tified.

“We do not tolerate such
behavior and will do what-
ever it takes to protect our
students from any form of
violence,” Moore said.

Moore said the girl

claimed she changed her
mind about the meeting but
the boy didn’t want her to
leave.

No criminal charges had
been filed as of late Monday,
pending further investiga-

tion by Deputy Sheriff Mark
Padgett, RCSHS resource
officer.

Moore said he also ex-
pected the high school to de-
termine if the girl had
broken any rules.

See PRECINCT on A-8

Blevins violates bond,
must serve time

Patricia Blevins,
58, of Morehead, was
jailed Monday after
a bond revocation
hearing found she
had violated the con-
ditions set in March
by District Judge
Don Blair. 

Blevins was or-
dered to forfeit own-
ership of the 118
dogs seized in a
“puppy mill” raid on
her mobile home last
October.

She agreed not to
own or work with
any animals during
a two-year probation
period. 

Blevins also

agreed that law en-
forcement officers
could search her
property throughout
the probation period
to verify no animals
were present.

Rowan County

Sheriff ’s deputy
Delmer Hall was
sent to where
Blevins was living by
the Rowan County
Attorney’s office
after it was reported
there was at least
one dog being housed
on the property.

“Hall found one
dog chained on the
property two weeks
ago,” said Chief
Deputy Joe Cline.
“We were also told
there may have been
another inside the
residence that got
away.”

Pat Blevins

See MOTHER on A-8

See SERVE on A-8


