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Inside This Section
Prominent Resident

Perhaps best-know- n of
Jeffersontown's residents was
Henry Watterson, former editor
of the Courier-Journa- l. His story
is on Page 2. '

No. 1 Booster
Jack Durrett not only builds

buildings in the city, but builds
support for the city as one of its
biggest fans. The story is on Page
3. '

BY MARIAM S. HOUCHENS
Jeffersontown, growing in historical

pride as it looks back over its 175 years,
has a brand new "Museum Room" in its
rather new City Hall. In 1965, the
Restoration Society, a committee of the
Jeffersontown Chamber of Commerce,
was formed for. the express purpose of
restoring Jeffersontown in keeping with
its heritage.

The next year the town built its
Williamsburg-styl- e City Hall, with a large
and attractive Council Chamber and extra
space for the various units of city
government, as well as quarters for the
local police force. '

The City Hall was dedicated in
October of 1966, with an address by
Senator Thruston Morton.

Merchants Helpful
Mrs. "William Menefee, of the

Restoration Society, says that they have
tried to get businesses to build in Colonial
style or even to build fronts, with great
success. She gives much credit to Miss

Peggy Weber, who owns the Weber Realty
Company, and started the Restoration
Society. The liberty National Bank,
immediately across from the City Hall,
and the Post Office, housed in the same
building, have employed a similar style to
that of the City Hall. Architect of the
building was August C. Caker, Louisville
architect who designed it. It was
dedicated by Governor Edward T.
Breathitt on January 16, 1965. The
building's cost was estimated at
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PEOPLE CAME from all around to
in a parade honoring
during hs 175th

celebration. There were pretty girls, such as
those above, in the North Hardin High
School band. At right, little Misty Ashby
perches on the shoulders of her dad for a
closer look at the Left, Mayor
Frank Chambers and his wife Virginia wave
happily to the hundreds who lined the
streets.

Smiling Quick-l- y

A friendly smile is only one

characteristic of Jack Quick,
who has done more than his

share for the city. A profile on
him appears on Page 3. '

Record Setting Club
On a cold day in 1906 a

group of women formed the

Current Events Club, and it is

now considered one of the

oldest organizations in the
county. Its history is on Page 9.

Strike Up

The Band!

farticipate
anniversary

proceedings.

New Museum Opened
To Commemorate Past

$300,000. A bronze name plate from
Liberty National's former main office at
Second and Main was placed on the new
building. '

Miss Weber is most enthusiastic about
the cooperation which they have
received. Since the restoration started,
many have responded to the suggestions
of the Society. Seaton House, which
dates back to the days of the early
settlers, was the first to make restoration.
Mrs. Frank E. App, the owner, now
hopes to see it become a Heritage Home.
Miss Weber says that they do not have a

modern building in the Town Square on
Watterson Trail. As she puts it, the
Society "calls out the colors, and even
when painting is taking place, it is done in
good Colonial colors. The Jeffersontown
Chamber of Commerce, next to the bus
stop, is the most recent building to which
Miss Weber points with pride. The bus
stop has been rebuilt, and original
benches from Churchill Downs have been
placed there. One was damaged and had
to be removed temporarily, but another
still stands. '

There is a new doctor's building, a new
two-stor- y Colonial office building and a
new firehouse finished in 1969. The
office building where the Frances' Beauty
Salon is located is new; the building
belongs to Roy Ernspiker. The restored
building now occupied by the Weber
Realty Company was originally a bank
building built at the turn of the century.

Dr. E.C. Bryant, Jr dentist, has
(Continued on Pige 6, Col. 1)
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BY MARIAM S. HOUCHENS
As any present-da- y motorist rolls

along the Watterson Expressway and exits
at Taylorsville Road to fight his way out
through Hike's Point to Jeffersontown,
he may have some difficulty visualizing
the area 175 years ago. After all, there
are only a few people around who are
100 years old, or older. Only 75 years
before their birth, Jeffersontown was
becoming an incorporated town. Troubles
with the Indians were just dying out,
although it was still necessary to watch
out for die-har- d warriors.

According to Collins History of
Kentucky, Dr. Thomas Walker may have
visited what is now Eastern Kentucky in

1750. One account said 1758, a third
1747. Hons Filson, in The Discovery,
Settlement and Present State of
Kentucky, said that "the first white man
we have certain accounts of, who
discovered this province, was one James
M'Bride who, in company with some

others, in the year 1754, passing down
the Ohio in canoes, landed at the mouth
of Kentucky River, and. there marked a
tree with the first letters of his name, and
the date, which remain to this day. These
men reconnoitered the country, and
returned home with the pleasing news of
their discovery of the best tract of land in
North America, and probably in the
world.

Attacked By Indians
From this period the wonderful tract

of land remained concealed until about
(Continued on Pile 1 1, Col. 1)

Fade
BY MARIAM S. HOUCHENS

Considering that Jeffersontown is
obviously one of the fastest-growin- g

communities in Jefferson County, it is
amazing to read that in 1920 and 1921
Jeffersontown asked to die as a town. A
story reported in the Louisville Times on
Dec. 8, 1920, said that Jeffersontown
would abandon its charter and be
governed in future solely by county
officials, if the petition of 126 of its
citizens, headed by Joseph L
Ellingsworth, received favorable action
before the Jefferson Circuit Court.
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The petition stated that the tax rate
that time was 50 cents on the

that the town no school
system than provided by the
county; that there was no water
sewage that Taylorsville
and Watterson Lane were maintained by
the county, the fire department

of one vehicle operated by one
man.

The petition claimed that the
fire fighting apparatus the 15

street lights could be operated well by
private arrangement by municipal
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Month-Lon- g Celebration
Something

BY ELLEN BENNETT
It's been a busy month for

Jeffersontown, and isn't over yet. But
isn't that only right for a community that
will 175 just once.

Still ahead the public showing of the
Bluegrass Research and Industrial Park
convention center Thursday and Friday.

The hall, which has already provided
facilities for several events including the
visit of Vice President Spiro Agnew,
its opening Wednesday night with
an invitation-onl- y dinner.

Flea Set
In addition to the center itself, local

businesses and industries will be showing
off their skills at the exposition. Also on
display will be the winners in the
community's art show.

Then on Saturday the public square
will be the site of the third annual
Gaslight Festival sponsored by the
Chamber of Commerce. More than 20
groups are expected to participate in the
day, according to Jack Durrett, festival
chairman.

The day-lon- g event begins at 10 a.m.
with the opening of the various exhibits
and the flea market. On display will be
antique autos and farm equipment.

The Rotary Club will make money for
its charitable works by running a
stockade where friends enemies can
be locked up.

At 2 p.m. the sounds of g

music will fill the air square dancers
take over the town square.

Indians, Dogs, Civil War Skirmish
Among Problems During Early History

Away?

o

Fire-Fightin- g 1925 Style
the in The

the Municipal Building the fire
is pamphlet

at

valuation; had

or

as

as

it

is

as

corporation. It was understood that other
residents file another

to halt the movement to abandon
the charter. The second evidently
won out, the Courier-Journ-

reported on February 20, 1921, that
Jeffersontown would keep its charter.

According to the 1 970 Federal Census,
as reported by Robin Garr III in The
Voice-Je- ff ersonian on February 3, 1972,
Jeffersontown's popluation jumped 182
per from 3,431 in 1960 to 9,701 in
the 1970 census.

The census also revealed that in 1970
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Has For All
A group of Civil War buffs will reenact

the murder of four Yankee soldiers
several times during the afternoon. The
incident is the town's one connection
with the Civil War.

The formal opening of the festival is

set for 4 p.m. Participating in the
ceremony will be Lt. Gov. Julian Carroll,
the Rev. James Pottinger, assistant pastor
of St. Edwards, the Rev. Thurman
Coleman, pastor of First Baptist and the
Jeffersontown High School ROTC color
guard. On the same program Robert
Jobson will speak on the town's history.

From 5:30 p.m. until the end of the
at 10 p.m. trophies will be

awarded every half hour for a variety of
honors including the best square dancing
group, the best period costume, the most
outstanding antique auto, the best old
farm machine, the prettiest girl the
finest beard.

Miss Jeffersontown Lydia Lewis will
be judging the beard-growin- g contest.

Full Month's Schedule
The anniversary celebration

back on Sept. 2 with a swim meet at the
Jeffersontown Swim Club, a community
vesper service at the First Baptist Church
on the third and a fish fry sponsored by
the Jaycees at the community center on
the fourth.

The biggest day of the celebration was
Sept. 9 when Mayor and Mrs. Frank
Chambers served as hpss .to an open
house at the city hall. Descendants of the

(Continued on Pige 6, Col I )
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SOME RESIDENTS of Jeffersontown pose proudly aboard community's fire truck a photo taken about 1925. truck
sits beside which served as city hall and station. (Photo courtesy of Judge William E. Cummings,

publishing a about Jeffersontown's history.)

During 1920's, Some J'town Residents Wanted To Revoke City Charter
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the city of Jeffersontown listed a
minimum of around $10,000 for older
homes along Watterson Trail, and a
maximum of a little over $30,000 in a
new subdivision near Taylorsville Road
and Six Mile Lane.

Outside the city, new homes in Hill

Ridge and Spring Lake Farm subdivisions
were estimated at up to $40,000, as were1

some older rural homes out Taylorsville
Road and along the banks of Chenoweth
Run Creek.

Slightly over 100 blacks lived together
(Continued on Pas 7, Col, 6)


