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Jeffergontown

All-Kentuc- ky

City

From its beginnings as a pioneer
settlement in 1797 Jeffersontown
has grown into a thriving, self-contain- ed

contemporary com-
munity vital to the metropolitan
community. This special section
relates the past to the present with
special emphasis on the events and
people who have made Jefferson-tow- n

what it is today. A special
report on the birth and growth of
the Jeffersontown Chamber of
Commerce lends unique insight
into the people of the business
community who have contributed
much to the rapid growth of
business and industry in

There are nearly 90 incorporated
cities in Jefferson County, but one
possibly tne most tradition-ric- h and
steepea in history is Jeffersontown.

A g mixture of old and
new residential, industrial and
commercial developments,
Jeffersontown has maintained a strong
presence in the southeastern comer of
the county.

Jeffersontown's citizens pride
themselves on what they have ouilt.
What was once a pioneer-tim- e

crossroads town has grown into a
thriving combination of commercial
centers and quiet residential
neighborhoods.

Stop a long-tim- e resident on the
street and you will hear about how
Jeffersontown is a
community. It has a strong industrial
and commercial tax base surrounded
by thousands of residents, many of
whom work in the city.

Founded in 1797, Jeffersontown's
first settlers were Capt. Robert Tyler
and his brothers Moses and Ned.
Capt. Tyler is the

of President Harry S.
Truman. Capt. Tyler built a stone and
long building 2 Hi miles east of the
present Jeffersontown in the early
1770s.

In May 1797 Jefferson County Fiscal
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ESTAEUSHED 1797

AlMleinitTHicEsy City got start in 1797
Court recorded the approval of a
petition by Abraham Bruner for the
formation of the city of Jeffersontown.
Bruner, an early pioneer settler of the
area, gave his name to the early
community. In fact, Jeffersontown was
often referred to as Bruner's Town
even after it had been incorporated.

In 1794 Bruner bought 122 acres
from Frederick and Ann Geiger for 36
pounds and 12 shillings. The tract
eventualy became Jeffersontown.
Other early settlers of the area were
the Zilharts and the Hokes.

An early map of the city shows the
public square as being "20 poles long
and 8 poles wide." A pole represented
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16 Hi feet. Many lots and streets were
also described in poles. Market and
Main streets shown on the old map are
now Taylorsville Road and Watterson
Trail.

The square has survived the years
and remains the hub of the "old" city.
Among the former businesses that
used to stand on the square were the
Fairfax and Radcliffe Livery Stable,
the old fire house and city hall.

Many old buildings have survived as
monuments to Jeffersontown's past.
One is the Seaton House on Watterson
Trail just down from the present City
Hall. Seaton House is believed to. have

See page 3
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