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Tonight: Mostly clear 
Tomorrow: Sunny

WEATHER     A8

Good times at the Capitol
After 40 years, 
she’s an expert

Golf green 
vandalized
Tire tracks run through 
4th green, 13th fairway
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Are City Commission 
incumbents in peril?
Yes, 70%   No, 29%
Total votes: 37
Vote on state-journal.com,
or mark your vote here and 
return to The State Journal.
Yes ® No®
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City elections

VIDEO STORE ERA COMES TO A CLOSE
FINAL STORE, BLOCKBUSTER, CLOSES IN MARCH

FRIENDLY STAFF WILL BE MISSED  •   BUSINESS A5

NAIL-BITER GAME, BUT ADS WERE A SNOOZE  •   BUSINESS A5

BY KEVIN WHEATLEY
KWHEATLEY@STATE-JOURNAL.COM

A
nything can happen 
in the House of Rep-
resentatives. Just ask 
Bettie Beach.

Sitting near the speaker’s 
podium as an assistant re-
cording secretary some years 
ago, Bettie corrected a guest of 
the fl oor leader after he called 
the speaker of the House by 
the wrong name.

“I just kind of tugged him 
on the elbow and said Jones or 
Smith or whatever it was, and 
he said, ‘Oh, thanks!’” Bettie 
said.

The man then pecked Bet-
tie on the cheek.

“He was very appreciative, 
I’ll put it that way,” she said, 
laughing. 

In the hectic atmosphere of 
the state House, only Bettie’s 
friend seemed to notice her 
newfound Romeo.

“She said, ‘Oh, did you know 
him?’ and I said, ‘No, but I do 
now,’” she said. “We’ve had 
some good times up here.”

Bettie, 83, has worked part-
time for the Legislative Re-
search Commission for more 
than 40 years, mostly in vari-
ous roles in the House.

She currently helps over-
see the House gallery, making 
sure the hundreds of school 
children, lobbyists and oth-
er guests mind the chamber’s 
rules. She mainly keeps an eye 
out for items on the gallery’s 
banister and guests who sneak 
in food or drinks.

While Bettie rigorously fol-
lows state and national poli-
tics today, it wasn’t always in 
her blood. Still, in her time as 
an English teacher, she rubbed 
shoulders with future state 
and local politicos.

Bettie taught English at Elk-
horn High School after gradu-

ating from the University 
of Kentucky in 1949. While 
there, she would instruct 
future teacher and Frank-
lin County magistrate Don 
Sturgeon and the three 
brothers of former state Au-
ditor of Public Accounts Crit 
Luallen.

“He (Sturgeon) was in 
my home room class, and 
he would come in late every 
morning,” Bettie recalled in 

an interview in the House 
gallery. “As I was calling the 
roll, here would come Don, 
and one day I said, ‘Look, 
why are you always late?’”

Sturgeon explained that 
he had to hug his former 
elementary teacher every 
morning. Her room was on 
the other side of the school.

“I thought I’d die,” she 
said of the then-sixth-grad-
er, whom she called the 

“smartest one in any of my 
classes.”

Although Bettie never 
taught Luallen, the for-
mer auditor’s mother was 
her “room mother” and 
brought treats for the class 
on occasion. 

“Crit’s mother would 
open the back door, and 
she would swing a bag of 
Oreo cookies,” Bettie said. 

Luallen later went to 
Frankfort High School 
with Bettie’s oldest daugh-
ter, Nancy. She also got to 
know former state legis-
lator Steve Nunn, who’s 
serving a life sentence for 
murdering his former fi-
ancée, at FHS when his fa-
ther, Louie Nunn, was gov-
ernor.

“They had parties at 
the mansion,” Bettie said. 
“Steve Nunn and that 
crowd had fun. They went 
to concerts, and Nancy 
would say, ‘Mother, we got 
front-row seats,’ and the 
trooper would drive, you 

BY KATHERAN WASSON
KWASSON@STATE-JOURNAL.COM

Dozens of hands shot 
up in the Franklin Coun-
ty High School auditorium 
when Doris Settles asked 
the teenagers if they sleep 
with their smart phones be-
side them in bed.

That’s because today’s 
high schoolers – and anyone 
else born after 1989 – are 
“digital natives,” seamlessly 

living in both the face-to-
face world and online.

“It is the only thing you’ve 
ever known, so it’s second 
nature to you,” Settles told 
the kids last week during a 
seminar on cyberbullying 
and online safety. 

“You are now a citizen 
of something much larger 
than your face-to-face com-
munity.”

Settles is the Lexington-

based author of “Under-
standing i-KIDS,” a book 
and workbook about grow-
ing up in a digital society. 
Technology possesses big 
risks, but also great rewards, 
she said.

A bill making its way 
through the state legislature 
mirrors that sentiment.

House Bill 91 would re-
quire school districts to 
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HANNAH REEL/HREEL@STATE-JOURNAL.COM        

Franklin County High School senior Hayley Warfel looks at her 
cell phone after the seminar on cyberbullying and online safety 
at the high school Thursday. 

Author warns of cyberbullying
She tells stories to remind students, parents to stay safe

TRICIA SPAULDING/TSPAULDING@STATE-JOURNAL.COM

Bettie talks with a few visitors in the House gallery Wednesday 
afternoon.

TRICIA SPAULDING/TSPAULDING@STATE-JOURNAL.COM

Bettie Beach, General Assembly staff for the Legislative Research Commission, talks with Lucy 
McKinstry of Lexington during her visit to the House of Representatives Thursday afternoon. 
Beach has been a part-time employee at the Capitol for more than 40 years.
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See CYBERBULLYING, A7
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Two holes on the Frank-
fort Country Club’s golf 
course were vandalized 
early Sunday after someone 
drove a car or truck on the 4th 
green and 13th fairway, club 
offi cials say.

Tim Willard, superinten-
dent of the club’s course, 
said someone “thought it’d 
be neat to … spin around on 
the (4th) green and take off.” 
The same happened on the 
13th fairway, which suffered 
the most damage, he said.

Neighbors nearby awoke 
Sunday to tire tracks on their 
property, and one near the 
4th green heard a vehicle 
drive away around 2 a.m., 
Willard said.

“It’s usually just kids out 
having a good time,” said 
Stacey Shelton, the country 
club’s general manager. “It’s 
unfortunate, but anybody 
who’s been in the business 
long enough has had to deal 

with things like this.”
The damage may not be 

fully repaired until May or 
June, Willard said.

“It is so hard to put a dol-
lar amount on it,” he said. “… 
We’ll go down there on 13, 
and we’ll have to clean it up 
and probably just add some 
soil to the ruts and seed it. It 
just takes time to grow in.”

Willard says this isn’t the 
first time the course has 
been vandalized or dam-
aged. Past incidents include 
course damage from carts or 
vehicles as well as stolen fl ag 
sticks and tee markers.

Shelton says he’s still 
gathering information about 
the incident and will proba-
bly call the Franklin County 
Sheriff’s Offi ce since damage 
includes private residences. 
Prior issues with golf course 
vandalism were usually han-
dled in-house, he said.

Anyone with information 
on the vandalism is asked to 
call Shelton at 695-1400. 

PHOTO SUBMITTED

Neighbors awoke Sunday to tire tracks on their property and 
damage to the 4th green and 13th fairway at the Frankfort Coun-
try Club’s golf course.

Check us out 
soon and try our 

new menu!

502.223.8719
Sun.-Thurs. 6 am-10 pm; Fri. & Sat. 6 am-11 pm

1239 US Hwy. 127 South 
Frankfort, KY 40601
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www.shoneys.com

New Ownership!
Fully Remodeled

and Updated!
Call ahead and book our 

private dining room.


