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MARCH MADNESS
NCAA MEN’S BASKETBALL TOURNAMENT

EAST REGIONAL
NO. 8 KANSAS STATE (21-10)
VS. NO. 9 SOUTHERN MISS
(25-8)

» Where: Consol Energy Center,
Pittsburgh.

» Time: 12:40 p.m. EDT. TV: truTV.
» The spread: Kansas State by 5.
» How they got here: Kansas State

received an at-large bid out of the Big
12. Southern Miss received an at-large
bid out of Conference USA.

» Record vs. NCAA field: Kansas
State 6-8, Southern Miss 5-2.

» The buzz: Neither of these teams
is an elegant offensive unit, so expect a
lot of defense and physical play. Both
teams do a good job in forcing turn-
overs. K-State’s perimeter defense has
been lacking at times, and Southern
Miss must take advantage. Expect the
Golden Eagles to focus on slowing
K-State G Rodney McGruder; if he is
stymied, Southern Miss’ chances for a
win increase greatly.

NO. 4 WISCONSIN (24-9) VS.
NO. 13 MONTANA (25-6)

» Where: The Pit, Albuquerque.
» Time: 2:10 p.m. TV: TNT.
» The spread: Wisconsin by 9 1/2.
» How they got here: Montana

won the Big Sky tourney. Wisconsin
received an at-large bid out of the Big
Ten.

» Record vs. NCAA field: Montana
1-1, Wisconsin 7-7.

» The buzz: Montana comes in
having won 20 of its past 21, but the
Grizzlies need to be hot from the
outside if they’re to win again. Wiscon-
sin’s perimeter defense has been excel-
lent, and Montana isn’t going to win if
it has to rely on its inside game. Mon-
tana isn’t a strong rebounding team,
but the Grizzlies can be pesky on de-
fense. Wisconsin, though, takes excel-
lent care of the ball and has committed
the fewest turnovers in the nation. This
should be a nice point-guard duel
between the Badgers’ Jordan Taylor
and Montana’s Will Cherry.

NO. 1 SYRACUSE (31-2) VS.
NO. 16 UNC ASHEVILLE (24-9)

» Where: Consol Energy Center,
Pittsburgh.

» Time: 3:10 p.m. TV: truTV.
» The spread: Syracuse by 15.
» How they got here: Syracuse

received an at-large bid out of the Big
East. UNC Asheville won the Big South
tourney.

» Record vs. NCAA field: Syracuse
12-2, UNC Asheville 0-4.

» The buzz: Syracuse hits the floor
knowing it won’t have C Fab Melo
anymore this season. It shouldn’t matter
in this one, though it will be interesting
to see how many good looks Asheville
gets from beyond the arc. Bulldogs Gs
Matt Dickey and J.P. Primm can shoot
the 3-pointer, but the Bulldogs don’t
have enough athletes or firepower to
hang with the Orange for more than a
half.

NO. 5 VANDERBILT (24-10) VS.
NO. 12 HARVARD (26-4)

» Where: The Pit, Albuquerque.
» Time: 4:40 p.m. TV: TNT.
» The spread: Vanderbilt by 5 1/2.
» How they got here: Harvard won

the Ivy League. Vanderbilt won the SEC
tourney.

» Record vs. NCAA field: Harvard
2-1, Vanderbilt 6-5.

» The buzz: Welcome to the “Brain
Bowl” matchup of this tourney. Vandy
opened the season in the top 10 but
underachieved before turning it on to
win the SEC tourney final over Ken-
tucky. If Vandy can maintain that in-
tensity, it can go to the Final Four. Alas,
the Commodores’ regular-season per-
formance would make you think they
can’t sustain it. They have all the neces-
sary components for a long run —
athletic big men, good 3-point shooting
(G John Jenkins’ shooting form could be
used as a primer for all youngsters) and
an explosive slasher (senior F Jeffery
Taylor, who, unfortunately for Vandy,
could turn in a seven-point outing as

easily as a 27-point outburst). Harvard
has been a media darling for most of
the season, but the Crimson haven’t
played anyone of note since early
December. The Crimson obviously is a
heady bunch and must get production
from Fs Kyle Casey and Keith Wright to
advance.

NO. 7 GONZAGA (25-6) VS.
NO. 10 WEST VIRGINIA (19-13)

» Where: Consol Energy Center,
Pittsburgh.

» Time: 7:20 p.m. TV: TNT.
» The spread: West Virginia by 1.
» How they got here: Gonzaga

received an at-large bid out of the West
Coast Conference. WVU received an
at-large bid out of the Big East.

» Record vs. NCAA field: Gonzaga
5-4, WVU 4-8.

» The buzz: Gonzaga is playing
across the country, while WVU is play-
ing about an hour from its campus.
WVU slumped badly down the stretch,
but its physical nature is going to
bother Gonzaga. Both pound their
opponents on the boards, but can the
Zags hold up in that facet against the
Mountaineers? Gonzaga has 3-point
capability, while WVU’s 3-point shoot-
ing is akin to throwing up bricks and
hoping one somehow goes in. WVU’s
Kevin Jones is the only player in the
nation averaging 20 points and 10
rebounds. Can Gonzaga big men Elias
Harris and Robert Sacre handle him?
Gonzaga would much rather WVU G
Daryl Bryant shoot from the perimeter

than see the ball in Jones’ hands — and
given Bryant’s propensity to fire away
with no conscience, that could happen.
How much will what is essentially a
home court help WVU?

NO. 2 OHIO STATE (27-7) VS.
NO. 15 LOYOLA (MD.) (24-8)

» Where: Consol Energy Center,
Pittsburgh.

» Time: 9:50 p.m. TV: TNT.
» The spread: Ohio State by 17.
» How they got here: Loyola won

the Metro Atlantic Athletic Conference
tourney. Ohio State received an at-large
bid out of the Big Ten.

» Record vs. NCAA field: Loyola
1-3, Ohio State 10-6.

» The buzz: Loyola sometimes has
trouble scoring, and that’s not good
when you’re playing a No. 2 seed. The
Greyhounds also can be sloppy with the
ball. If Ohio State focuses on getting
the ball to Jared Sullinger — sometimes
the easiest thing is forgotten — it will
roll. The biggest entertainment value
from this game should come from the
coaches. Ohio State coach Thad Matta is
animated on the sideline, but he is a
200-ton block of granite compared to
Loyola’s Jimmy Patsos; chances are,
Patsos sweats through his coat in the
first three minutes.
SOUTH REGIONAL
NO. 3 BAYLOR (27-7) VS. NO.
14 SOUTH DAKOTA STATE
(27-7)

» Where: The Pit, Albuquerque.

» Time: 7:27 p.m. TV: truTV.
» The spread: Baylor by 7 1/2.
» How they got here: Baylor re-

ceived an at-large bid out of the Big 12.
South Dakota State won the Summit
tourney.

» Record vs. NCAA field: Baylor
10-7, South Dakota State 0-0.

» The buzz: South Dakota played
four Big Six conference teams this
season, going 1-3 in the process (losing
to Georgia, Minnesota and Nebraska
but routing host Washington). The
Jackrabbits are excellent from 3-point
range (39.3 percent), and they are a
rare mid-major (or low-major) team
whose high-scoring guard is not good
from beyond the arc. Nate Wolters
averages 21.3 points, 6 assists, 5.2
rebounds and 1.7 steals, but shoots just
24.7 percent from 3-point range. But
Wolters is good at getting into the lane
and dishing out to Griffan Callahan,
Chad White, Jordan Dykstra and Bray-
den Carlson, all of whom have made at
least 45 3-pointers and hit at least 40.5
percent of their attempts. Baylor should
enjoy a big advantage in the paint,
literally and figuratively. Wolters, who
is 6 feet 4, is South Dakota State’s
leading rebounder. Baylor big men
Perry Jones III, Quincy Acy and Quincy
Miller should have a fun day in the low
post. If they don’t, Baylor deserves to
lose.

NO. 6 UNLV (26-8) VS. NO. 11
COLORADO (23-11)

» Where: The Pit, Albuquerque.
» Time: 9:57 p.m. TV: truTV.
» The spread: UNLV by 5 1/2.
» How they got here: Colorado

won the Pac-12 tourney. UNLV received
an at-large bid out of the Mountain
West.

» Record vs. NCAA field: Colorado
2-3, UNLV 5-6.

» The buzz: Both teams stumbled
late in the regular season; while Colora-
do righted itself and surprisingly won
the Pac-12 tourney, UNLV lost in the
Mountain West semis on its home
court. The Runnin’ Rebels are the better
offensive team and want a fast pace.
Colorado wants to keep it in the 60s,
and if that happens, the Buffs’ chances
for the victory increase. Colorado F
Andre Roberson is a tremendous re-
bounder, but the Buffs lack a true go-to
scorer, which hurts. UNLV needs a big
game from F Mike Moser, and it would
help if swingman Chace Stanback was
hitting his 3s.

— Mike Huguenin, Rivals.com

OTHER FIRST-ROUND GAMES TODAY

Dion Waiters and Syracuse will
take on UNC Asheville without
center Fab Melo. CHARLES LECLAIRE-US

PRESSWIRE

Ryan Evans and Wisconsin will try
to cool off Montana, which has
won 20 of its past 21. NELSON

CHEANULT/US PRESSWIRE

William Buford and Ohio State
take on Loyola, Md., featuring a
pair of animated coaches. CHARLES

LECLAIRE/US PRESSWIRE

THE REST OF THE FIELD

PITTSBURGH — For the sec-
ond time in a season filled with
wins and off-the-court issues,
Syracuse will have to play with-
out starting center Fab Melo.

As he did in January, when the
7-footer was also declared ineli-
gible by the school for academic
reasons, Syracuse coach Jim
Boeheim won’t comment on the
specifics of the suspension,
which will keep Melo out for as
long as the top-seeded Orange
continue in the NCAA Tourna-
ment.

In an interview on truTV on
Wednesday night, Boeheim said,
“It’s something that happened
this week.”

The season started with the
dismissal of associate head coach
Bernie Fine after two former ball
boys accused him of sexually mo-
lesting them in the 1980s. Last
week, school officials said that
over a year ago the university
had self-reported possible viola-
tions of its internal drug policy by
former team members and that
the NCAA was investigating. No
current player was involved.

Now comes Melo’s second sus-
pension, and the NCAA could
punish the program if it finds the
center was inaccurately cleared
to return after the first one.

The Orange players haven’t
changed their attitude about
what they plan to accomplish in
the tournament.

“I think this is not going to stop
our train from moving,” sopho-
more forward C.J. Fair said. “Of
course, Fab is a beast, but we’ve
got guys that can go out there and
play and keep winning.”

During Melo’s earlier suspen-
sion, the Orange (31-2) lost at No-
tre Dame.

Boeheim said he felt bad for
Melo, who averaged 7.7 points
and 5.8 rebounds and blocked 88
shots, the same number North
Carolina-Asheville’s whole team
had this season.

“I feel bad for the rest of the
players on the team, because you

don’t want to lose a teammate in
this situation at this time,” said
Boeheim, a member of the Nais-
mith Memorial Hall of Fame and
third-winningest Division I coach
with 887 victories. “Yeah, it’s a
very difficult thing to go through.
He’s a kid that’s come, in my opi-
nion, just an unbelievable way in
a relatively short period of time.”

Now the Orange, who were
ranked No. 1 for six weeks and
who enter the tournament behind
only Kentucky in the Top 25, must
find a way to win six games with-
out him to win the school’s second
national championship.

“We lost one without him; we
lost one with him,” Dion Waiters,
the Big East’s Sixth Man of the
Year, said of Melo. “He’ll be truly
missed, but we’ve just got to be
ready to go when the ball gets
tipped in the air.”

North Carolina-Asheville sud-
denly becomes a 16th seed with a
better chance than it had two
days ago of becoming the first to
beat a No. 1 seed. The Bulldogs
were one of the 16s that lost to a
No. 1 last year when they fell 71-
47 to Pittsburgh.

“This year we’re not just satis-
fied getting here. We want to win
a game, win two games,” said

Matt Dickey, the Bulldogs’ lead-
ing scorer at 16.5 points a game
and the Big South Player of the
Year. “We want to make a name
for UNC-Asheville. This is the op-
portunity to do it.”

Not having to face Melo in the
middle makes things a lot differ-
ent for the Bulldogs, who don’t
have a starter taller than 6-5.

The players expected to split
Melo’s 25 minutes per game are
6-9 freshman Rakeem Christmas
and 6-10 sophomore Baye Keita.
Boeheim has played a 10-man ro-
tation for most of the season.

“When they’re nine deep and
as great of players as they are,
against UNC-Asheville it might
not be much of a factor in the
game,” Bulldogs coach Eddie
Biedenbach said. “The other guys
are very mobile. They run the
floor better. … We have to be con-
cerned with what we do well, not
the problems that Syracuse
might have. They’re still a great
team and the No.1 seed, so we
have our work cut out for us.”

The Orange have struggled of-
fensively down the stretch, fail-
ing to score 70 points in four of
their last five games, including
the 71-68 loss to Cincinnati in the
Big East Tournament semifinals.

NOT A FAB FEELING

Syracuse coach Jim Boeheim says he feels bad for his 7-foot center, but
won’t talk much about his academic problem. AP

Orange stay upbeat
after loss of Melo
By Jim O’Connell
Associated Press

Butler and Virginia Commonwealth defied the odds with “Hoosiers"-like runs
to the Final Four last season, leaving a trail of ripped up NCAA Tournament
brackets across the country.

The Rams will get another shot after winning the Colonial Athletic Associa-
tion tournament, but the Bulldogs — and lovable mascot Blue2 — are headed
to the CBI after consecutive trips to the NCAA title game.

Last season seemed like a confluence of chaos, but this year’s bracket has the
potential to match it after the top four teams in the AP Top 25 went down last
week.

Kentucky, Syracuse, Michigan State and North Carolina got the No. 1 nods
from the tournament selection committee. All four have their faults, though,
particularly the Orangemen, who will be playing without center Fab Melo.

To get you ready for the action, we’ve got a rundown of what to look for
leading up to the title game in New Orleans on April 2:

PLAYERS TO WATCH
Thomas Robinson, Kansas. Big,

powerful, agile, dominating, player of
the year candidate.

Jared Sullinger, Ohio State. See
“Thomas Robinson, Kansas.”

Anthony Davis, Kentucky.
Scores, blocks shots, dominates. You
get the idea.

Doug McDermott, Creighton.
Third in the nation with 23.2 points
per game, shot 61 percent from the
field and that’s-not-a-typo 49 percent
from 3. This year’s Jimmer?

Peyton Siva, Louisville. That
teardrop of his could bring rain.

Draymond Green, Michigan
State. Does it all, seems to know it all
on the court.

Austin Rivers, Duke. Hit that big
3-pointer to beat North Carolina, can
take over games down the stretch.

Isaiah Canaan, Murray State.
He’s the main reason the Racers are in
the dance.

UPSET POTENTIAL
Here’s a few potential opening-

round upsets to consider:
Colorado State over Murray

State, West Regional. The Racers,
the sixth seed in the West, like to
shoot the 3 and have Isaiah Canaan.
The 11th-seeded Rams have seen
teams and players like this before.

Virginia Commonwealth over
Wichita State. The Rams were
panned for getting into the NCAA
Tournament last year, then went to
the Final Four. Why not again?

Colorado over UNLV. The 11th
seed in the South, the Buffaloes were
a surprise winner at the Pac-12 tour-
nament. The sixth-seeded Rebels have
had some shaky moments and lost in
the Mountain West semifinals to New
Mexico after blowing a big lead.

NUMBERS
5-2 — Odds for Kentucky to win

the title, lowest by oddsmaker Mike
Colbert of Cantor Gaming.

6-1 — Odds for Ohio State to win
the title, second-best despite being a
No. 2 seed.

1-100 million trillion — Odds of

picking every game right by flipping a
coin.

9 — NCAA tournament bids by the
Big East, most of any conference.

11 — At-large mid-majors in the
bracket, most since 12 made it in 2004.

12 — Presidents since Harvard’s last
trip to the NCAA tournament, starting
with Truman in 1946.

26 — NCAA tournament appear-
ances without reaching the Final Four
by BYU, longest ever.

53 — NCAA tournament appear-
ances by Kentucky, most all-time.

INTRIGUING GAMES
Wichita State vs. VCU. Two good

mid-major teams, equally-matched,
potential to make a deep run.

Creighton vs. Alabama. Doug
McDermott dominates. The Crimson
Tide are peaking at just the right
time.

North Carolina vs. Kansas,
potential Midwest Region final. OK, a
lot has to happen before we get to
this, but two perennial powers and
Roy Williams against his former team
back in the Midwest builds a little
anticipation.

MID-MAJORS TO
WATCH

Detroit — The Titans are as tal-
ented as anyone and have scoring
machine Ray McCallum.

Memphis — The Tigers are long,
athletic and can stay with anyone
when they’re on top of their game.

VCU — Coach Shaka Smart. He did
it once before, can do it again.

Wi chita State — The Shockers
must get by VCU in their opener but
have the look of a team that could
make a run.

Montana — The Grizzlies aren’t
exactly grizzled when it comes to the
NCAA tournament, but they enter
with a 14-game winning streak and
like to play defense.

Long Beach State — The Gauchos
had three victories in as many nights
to win the Big West Conference
tournament but aren’t sure if Larry
Anderson will be able to play against
New Mexico on Thursday.

— Associated Press

SCOUTING THE TOURNAMENT
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