
THE COURIER-JOURNAL | THURSDAY, MARCH 15, 2012 | C5SPORTS | courier-journal.com/sportsKY

BOYS’ SWEET 16 BASKETBALL TOURNAMENT
BOYS' SWEET 16 TOURNAMENT
Wednesday-Saturday at Rupp Arena, Lexington

Rowan Co. 64
Wednesday Rowan Co.

(26-7)
North Laurel 46

Noon Friday

Southwestern 52
Wednesday S'western

(28-8)
Hopkinsville 41

10 a.m. Saturday

Bullitt East 32
Wednesday Trinity (32-3)
Trinity 52

1:30 p.m. Friday

Apollo (17-14)
Wednesday

Clark County (20-5)

Bowling Green (29-6)
Noon today 8 p.m. Saturday

Oldham Co. (29-5)
6:30 p.m. Friday

Boone Co. (27-7)
1:30 p.m. today

Knott Co. Cent. (28-5)
11:30 a.m. Saturday

Marshall Co. (32-2)
6:30 p.m. today

Scott Co. (31-4)
8 p.m. Friday

John Hardin (22-8)
8 p.m. today

Johnson Cen. (25-10)

LEXINGTON, Ky. — Rowan
County High School boys’ bas-
ketball coach Shawn Thacker
not only picked up a victory in
the PNC Boys’ Sweet 16 on
Wednesday, but he also received
an early Father’s Day present.

His son, sophomore Shawn
Thacker, scored a career-high
25 points to lead the Vikings to
the 64-46 first-round win over
North Laurel before about
15,000 fans in Rupp Arena.

“To get to share a moment
like that with your son is spe-
cial,” the elder Thacker said.
“Sometimes when coaching
your own kid, he takes a little
criticism that’s unjust. As a
coach and as a father, that was
special.”

The 6-foot-1 Shawn Thacker
came off the bench to hit 9 of 13
shots, including 4 of 6 three-
pointers. His previous high was
18 points against Ashland Blaz-
er, and he had scored in double
figures just six times all season.
Moved from the starting lineup
to the bench after the holidays,
he came into the game averag-
ing 5.6 points.

“I have to prove Dad wrong,”
he said, smiling. “I wanted to
make sure everyone knows I
need to start. I want to make him
look dumb. Most of the time he
looks smart.”

He entered the game late in
the first quarter, picked up two
quick steals and scored10 points
in a12-2 run that helped blow the
game open. That surge gave the
Vikings (26-7) a 20-9 advantage,
and his second 3-pointer made it
23-12.

“He got us going,” senior
D. J. Townsend said. “Those two
steals were big. He just put us on
his back, and we all know he’s ca-
pable of doing that.”

Rowan County led 28-15 at
halftime, but North Laurel (21-
15) cut it to 32-23 in the third
quarter before Thacker went to
work again. He sank two free
throws and scored after a steal
to make it 36-23. He added an-
other bucket and ended the peri-
od with a 3-pointer to make it 43-
28, all but sealing the victory.

“My teammates found me,
and I was feeling it,” he said. “I
don’t think I have ever hit four
threes in a game, but I was feel-
ing it all week. It’s special be-
cause of my dad and everything,
but this isn’t our goal, so we’re
worried about that. We want to
win on Saturday night, not on
Wednesday morning.”

Townsend chipped in 14
points, and Evansville signee
Adam Wing had eight points and
14 rebounds for the Vikings.

Rowan County made it to the
championship game last season
before losing to Christian Coun-
ty in double-overtime. The Vik-
ings will meet Southwestern
(28-8) in Friday’s noon quarterfi-
nal after the Warriors beat Hop-
kinsville on Wednesday.

“It’s special to be back after
last year,” Townsend said. “But
we want to win.”

Junior Jake Allen had 19
points and seven rebounds to
lead the Jaguars, who made just
18 of 53 shots and 5 of 12.

Jody Demling can be reached at
(502) 582-7176.

ROWAN COUNTY 64, NORTH LAUREL 46

Thacker’s 25 lead
Rowan Co. victory
Coach’s son sparks
win over N. Laurel
By Jody Demling
jdemling@courier-journal.com
The Courier-Journal

North Laurel 9 6 13 18 - 46
Rowan County 13 15 15 21 - 64

North Laurel (25-8) - Eversole 2 Shears 2, Rush 4,
Allen 19, Carson 8, Bowling 3, Henson 7, Thompson 1

Rowan County (26-7) - Wing 8, Egan 4, Brown 3,
Newsome 6, Townsend 14, Thacker 25, Hodge 4

3-point goals - Allen 2, Carson, Bowling, Henson;
Townsend, Thacker 4

LEXINGTON, Ky. — Seven
years after leading the South
Laurel High School boys’ basket-
ball team to its first state title,
coach Steve Wright has another
12th Region school in contention.

Reserve Justin Epperson
scored 18 points and Justin Ed-
wards added 10 points and 12 re-
bounds as Pulaski Southwestern
beat Hopkinsville 52-41 on
Wednesday in a first-round game
of the PNC/KHSAA Sweet Six-
teen.

A crowd of13,819 at Rupp Are-
na saw Pulaski Southwestern —
which opened in 1993 — win in its
first-ever Sweet 16 appearance.

Wright is in his first season
with the Warriors after a com-
bined 25 seasons and 570 victo-
ries at Walton-Verona, Laurel
County and South Laurel. He
guided South Laurel to the state
championship in 2005.

“Last year (Southwestern) got
to the finals of the region, and I
think that’s why a lot of people
didn’t apply for the job, because

they didn’t want that pressure of
trying to get here,” Wright said.
“I don’t have much sense, so I ap-
plied.”

David Kapinga added 10
points and four steals as the War-
riors (28-8) — No. 14 in The Couri-
er-Journal’s Litkenhous Ratings
— advanced to face Rowan Coun-
ty (26-7) in Friday’s noon quarter-
final.

Hopkinsville (32-3) got 18
points from Jordan Majors but
couldn’t overcome 25 turnovers
and 28.3 percent shooting. Stand-
out freshman Jaqualis Matlock
suffered an ankle injury early in
the first quarter and finished
with just four points and four re-
bounds in 18 minutes.

“That’s probably the worst
game we’ve played offensively
all year,” Tigers coach Tim Haw-
orthsaid.“Whenyoushoot28per-
cent for the game, it’s going to be
tough to beat anybody that’s
good.”

Hopkinsville led 17-8 after a
Majors 3-pointer early in the sec-
ond quarter, but Pulaski South-

western answered with a12-0 run
to take a 20-17 halftime lead.

It eventually became a 26-3
surge after Edwards sank two
free throws for a 34-20 edge with
1:45 left in the third quarter.

“Even when we were up, I
didn’t have a good feel for how we
were playing,” Haworth said. “I
thought we hurried everything.
Pressure hadn’t bothered us all
year … but tonight we weren’t go-
ing strong to the basket.”

Majors hit two free throws
with 3:14 left to pull the Tigers
within 41-35, but the Warriors
scored six straight to put the
game away.

Wright praised the play of Ep-
person, a 6-foot-3 senior who was
averaging 5.2 points per game.

“Coach always tells us to go in
there and play hard and re-
bound,” Epperson said. “I just
tried to rebound and give my
teammates more opportunities.”

Wright said he hasn’t been sur-
prised by his team’s success.

“We’ve created a mind-set that
we can do this,” he said. “Our
team motto all year has been,
‘Running Down a Dream.’ If you
don’t chase something, you’ll
never possess it.”

Jason Frakes can be reached at
(502) 582-4046.

SOUTHWESTERN 52, HOPKINSVILLE 41

Warriors win in debut
against Hopkinsville
Veteran Wright
leads Southwestern

Hopkinsville 7 10 6 18 - 41
Southwestern 6 14 17 15 - 52

Hopkinsville (32-3) - Matlock 4, Smith 4, Edwards 1,
Majors 18, Wheeler 2, Henry 10, Bell 2

Southwestern (28-8) - Collier 2, Edwards 10,
Kapinga 10, C. Epperson 6, Lewis 3, Daulton 3, J. Epperson
18

3-point goals - Majors 2, Henry 3; Daulton
By Jason Frakes
jfrakes@courier-journal.com
The Courier-Journal
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