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SATURDAY MASSES TO BEGIN
By Audrey Janiak

liberalization of the Roman Catholic
Church was carried a step further here
recently with the democratic practice of
Toting by the whole congregation.

At Mother of Good Counsel Church,
8509 Westport Road, ballots were dis-

tributed during Mass to permit the mem-

bers to state their preference on a

ted on Saturday evening.
The ballots asked members to vote

by means of an "X" whether or not

they favored a mass on Saturday and

which times between S and 8 pm they
would choose to have It celebrated.

Overwhelming approval

The Rev. James Flynn, the church's
assistant pastor, said that of the 1,500

to 2,000 ballots which were collected,
there were perhaps 5 or 6 with x's
In the square "do NOT want Saturday
mass." The majority preferred the 5

pm time and a beginning on Saturday,
April 18. Thus, Catholics may fulfill
their Sunday obligation the evening be

fore.
The Idea of celebrating a holy day

on the evening before certainly Is not
an Innovation with the Catholic Church.
Vigils have been common since the

earliest times of Christianity. Monks in
their cells began the Sunday ceremony
on Saturday evening with Vespers. These
same prayers have been the Introduction
to the Sunday Mass.

Reasons for the extension
The Bishops Committee on liturgy

gives reasons for the extension:
''Several practical considerations In-

dicate the pastoral usefulness of exten-
ding the Sunday celebration to Saturday
evening:
"(1) We now consider Saturday evening

in many ways as a part of Sunday Just
as we think of Sunday nights as shar-
ing in Monday since we already begin
then to prepare for the resumption of
work the next morning.

"(2) Many Christians could celebrate
the Lord's Day more effectively if it
were possible to participate in Sunday's
Mass the evening before.
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"(3) At one time the rhythm of the
Church's life determined the rhythm
of human life. This is no longer the
case. The presence of unbelievers in
one's family, among friends and in the
community Is very general; reference
to the Church Is no longer the first
criterion In the establishment of human
relations.

The role of Sunday
"(4) Sunday is meant also to be a

day of physical, mental, and emotional
rest. As such, it reflects in image of
the seventh day of creation and becomes
a day dedicated to leisure, culture,
and social events.

"For those who remain at home, the
Saturday celebration can be helpful to
parents who wish to avoid the fatigue
of preparing the entire family for Sun-

day Mass. It also aids those enter-
taining guests who are not believers and
with whom they wish to spend the entire
day.

"For those who travel, this
Mass can prove beneficial In

many ways. For example, those leaving
very early Sunday morning, those who

will stay at places In which there are
no opportunities for Mass, those who

depart on Saturday or even Friday night
may find Saturday evening Masses quite
suitable for their needs.

The situation
"In all these cases It could be

much more beneficial to begin, as it
were, one's Sunday observance with the
Eucharist on Saturday night rather than
to participate in Mass along the way
or at the end of the Journey. Finally,
in mixed marriages the Catholic spouse
could worship on Saturday and then
spend all of Sunday with the other part-

ner.

"(5) Many persons In our society are
unable to worship on Sunday because of
their obligation to work or can do so
only at serious inconvenience.

"Even the mother of a family some-
times finds her duties make partici-
pation in the Eucharist on Sunday very
burdensome. In such cases the Satur-
day celebration might be the only alter-
native or at least might offer a more
satisfactory possibility."

m summarizing the views, the com-

mittee states: "The general view of
this modification in Church discipline
considers it as a transfer of the ful-

fillment of one's Sunday Mass obliga-
tion to Saturday evening.

A simple extension
"Such a notion unfortunately conveys

legalistic overtones and detracts from an
appreciation of the true nature of Sun-

day. It can be avoided by considering
the change as a simple extension of
Sunday.

"This corresponds to existing social
conditions adn, at the same time, pre-

serves the sacred nature of the Lord's .

Day."
Opinions of the faithful are overwhel-

mingly In favor of the added convenience
of a Saturday Mass.

Mr. and Mrs. William Balnes, 3809
Burning Bush, thought the Idea "mar-
velous for travel and outings on Sun-

day." They wouldn't have to worry about
finding a church on Sunday morning when
they were out for the day.

The Balneses travel a bit and the con-

venience of a Saturday Mass would per-

mit them to leave much earlier on Sun-

day morning.

Their son was "tickled
to death" because this will enable him
to go horseback riding or Jogging on
Sunday morning.

Mrs. B.D. Cummins, 3309 Sprlngcrest
Dr., said she was In favor of the new
time but "will only use this when trav-
eling on Sunday."

With a great deal of enthusiasm, Mrs.
Henry Fisher of 3104 Dogoon said "I'm
all for It." She said this would work out
well for her personally because she
teaches a class In the Confraternity
of Christian Doctrine (CCD) on Sun-

day morning. This move will take some
of the pressure of getting the rest
of the family to church on Sunday morn-

ing, she said. "The family can now
attend mass together," she added.

"Wonderful from a practical point of
view," was the comment of Mrs. Jer-
ry Denny of 3112 Ktnvara Lane. She
thought this would be a help In improv-
ing the "parking lot syndrome."
This, of course, on only a smattering

of opinion. But each person contacted
was so enthusiastic about the change
that it appeared likely it would gain
overwhelming approval.

When asked if the additional duties
would place added strain on the priests,
Father Flynn dispelled such a notion.
"This should take the strain off the

10 am Mass on Sunday," he said. The
priests sometimes feel the pressure at
that Mass especially because It is well-attend- ed

and they know that they must
be finished with the services at a cer-
tain time to enable the parking lot to
be available for the next Mass.
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