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A unit of DELO
Study Away
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The Daily News
aharvey@bgdailynews.com/783-3257

Mallory Hudson has had fun experi-
menting with British accents.

It’s one of the ways the 10-year-old has
been preparing for her role as Sara Crewe
in “A Little Princess,” a presentation of
Public Theatre of Kentucky Sunburst
Youth Theatre.

“I have read the book and watched the
movie version. (The play is) actually pret-
ty close to the book,” she said. “I’ve made
a bunch of great friends.”

The play opens at 7 p.m. today and runs
at 7 p.m. Thursdays through Saturdays and
3 p.m. Sundays through March 4 at the
Phoenix Theatre. Tickets are $10 for adults
and $8 for children, students and seniors.

So many talented children auditioned
for the play, PTK Producing Director Jen-
nifer Wells decided
to double cast it – 17
children appear in
each presentation.

“Each weekend
there is a completely
different cast of
boys and girls,” she
said. “We were able
to cast less than half
the people who
came in for audi-
tions.”

Based on Vera Morris’ adaptation of
Frances Hodgson Burnett’s classic story,
“A Little Princess” tells the story of heiress

Sara Crewe, who is enrolled in a boarding
school in Victorian England.

“She spends her
life with money,
gold and parties,”
Mallory said. “Her
friends call her ‘The
Little Princess.’
They think she’s so
nice and tells stories
well.”

Sara’s life is
happy until she
finds out her father
has died and her for-

tune is lost, Wells said.
“The boarding house mistress finds out

and makes Sara a slave,” she said.

The play is a Cinderella-type story,
Wells said.

“It’s relatable,” she said. “It’s a story of
perseverance and hard times and keeping a
positive attitude and things turn out right in
the end.”

Jessica Rampenthal, 11, plays Lavinia,
while her sister, Jenna Rampenthal, 10,
plays Alice.

“Before Sara comes to the school,
(Lavinia is) the popular kid,” Jessica said.
“When Sara comes and everybody likes
her, she’s mean to her so she can feel bet-
ter about herself.”

Alice is another girl at the school.
“When Sara comes in, she’s not too sure

of her, but as other people start to like Sara,
(Alice) begins to like Sara,” Jenna said.

The sisters have seen the movie version
of “A Little Princess” and enjoyed it.

“It’s probably one of my favorite
movies,” Jenna said.

Both girls agreed that they enjoy acting
and being with friends at rehearsals.

“Performing in front of a lot of people
makes me feel good,” Jessica said.

Being in the production also helps the
sisters spend time together.

“It makes it easier so our parents don’t
have to take Jenna to once place and me to
another place,” she said. “Families enjoy
doing things together.”

— PTK is taking registration for its Sun-
burst Youth Theatre Summer Day Camps,
which will be June 4-15. For more infor-
mation, call 781-6233.
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The Warehouse at Mt. Victor is taking a leap – it’s celebrating a day
that doesn’t come along every year.

“It’s something that doesn’t happen every day,” Warehouse co-
owner Larry Deaton said. “It doesn’t come but once every four years.”

The Leap Day Party will be from 6 p.m. to 9 p.m. Wednesday at the
Warehouse at Mt. Victor. Ernie Small Blues Band will perform. The
celebration will include party favors and door prizes. Admission is $5.

“We’re going to do it early,” Deaton said. “Come out and enjoy
yourself for a period of time and be home early.”

Food catered by Michelle Deaton Catering and spirits will be avail-
able for an additional cost. Guests who want to eat must pre-order food
at the Warehouse at Mt. Victor’s website at www.thewarehouse
atmtvictor.com. 

A full menu is available online.
The Warehouse will provide rides for those who drink so they can

get home safely, Deaton said. “We do not just let people leave here
after a couple of drinks,” he said. 

Small is excited about performing at the Warehouse.
“They have started to have music there fairly often. It’s a real nice

music venue,” he said. “While they’re usually bringing in singer/song-
writers, we’ve played there.”

The Leap Day Party will give the band a chance to play and cele-
brate a quadrennial event, Small said. He encourages people to come
out and enjoy the food and music.

“It’s a unique day on our calendar. There are websites about Leap
Day and people who can only celebrate their birthdays every four
years,” he said. “It creates an unusual year in that there are 366 days
rather than 365.”

Deaton said the celebration might even become an annual event.
“Every four years we’ll have the real party, and every year we’ll

have the warm-up for the real party,” he said, laughing.
— For more information, call 904-6677 or visit www.the

warehouseatmtvictor.com.

By DERRIK J. LANG
The Associated Press

LOS ANGELES — There’s a
suspicious knock on the wall. 

Adimwitted henchman working
for an evil mastermind named
Bakuki goes over to investigate the
strange noise and then – WOOSH!
– his blotchy body splatters across
the room after a giant blade sur-
prises him from behind. That’s just
one way players can flick their fin-
gers to help heroes Lil and Laarg
evade trouble in the cartoony video
game “Escape Plan.”

That suspicious knock on the
wall didn’t come from mashing a
button or thumping a touchscreen
but from tapping the back of the
PlayStation Vita, Sony’s new high-
powered handheld console
released Tuesday in the United
States and Europe that features a
touchpad located behind a touch-
screen, giving gamers new ways to
engage what’s happening on
screen.

With the popularity of touch-
screen smartphones and tablets,
stroking a screen to cut a virtual
rope or propel a digital bird is no
longer a novel idea, so Sony Corp.
is smacking that mechanic on its
bottom with a smooth rear touch-
pad covered with the company’s
circle, X, square and triangle icons
located opposite a lush 5-inch high-
definition screen.

Yes, there are old-school buttons
and analog sticks as well, but the
new interface means Vita users can
also interact with images on screen
by tapping the rear touchpad, front
touchscreen – or both for a “pinch-
ing” effect that elicits a different
response, like prompting Lil in

“Escape Plan” to fart as he floats
around Bakuki’s twisted headquar-
ters.

“It just feels right to pinch the
Vita like that to squeeze the air out
of something,” said Chris Miller,
CEO at “Escape Plan” developer
Fun Bits Interactive. “It was a pro-
totype we thought could be a cool
game mechanic. We initially tried
mirroring what tablets and smart-
phones do with zoom and camera
control, but that actually felt really
awkward.”

The idea of a rear touchpad isn’t
entirely new. Motorola has released
a few smartphones with a touch-
sensitive panel behind the display
screen, replacing the need for a
trackball up front, and some itty-
bitty handheld keyboards have
sported touchpads underneath but-
tons, but Sony is using the technol-
ogy for purposes beyond simple
navigation.

Several launch titles employ the
rear touchpad in different ways: It’s

a method for climbing ladders in
“Uncharted: Golden Abyss,”
reshaping balls of junk in “Touch
My Katamari,” accelerating anti-
gravity vehicles in “Wipeout
2048,” setting up golf swings in
“Hot Shots Golf: World Invitation-
al” and slitting throats in “Metal
Gear Solid HD Collection.”

For the cart-racing game “Mod-
Nation Racers: Road Trip,” which
invites players to customize their
own rides and tracks with the
swipe of a finger, developers fash-
ioned the rear touchpad as a way to
shape terrain. Push the back of the
Vita, a flat surface becomes a hill.
Keep mashing, and it becomes a
mountain. Too big? Tap the front
screen to flatten it out.

“We were able to figure out a
way to manipulate the terrain like it
was clay,” said Sony San Diego
producer Brandon Akiaten. “We
started out with a single finger, but
when we were looking at the entire
terrain, we wondered why you

couldn’t use more fingers, and we
were able to create a way to do it, if
you can fit all 10 of your fingers on
the back.” 

Despite the supercharged quad-
core processor inside the Vita, Aki-
aten said all that instantaneous
maneuvering takes precious pro-
cessing power, which can come at
a cost to Vita’s battery life and
high-definition graphics. The
touchy doodad can also sometimes
be too sensitive, according to some
gamers who’ve gotten their hands
on the front – and back – of it.

“It’s a little weird,” said college
student and hardcore Sony fan
Eddie Gonzalez, who stopped to
test out the Vita at a pop-up lounge
that Sony set up steps away from
the beach in Santa Monica, Calif.
“Depending on how you hold it in
your hands, it might think you’re
pressing on the back touchpad. It’s
kinda like you always have to be
cognizant of that.”

William “Bo” Brinkman, a com-
puter science professor at Miami
University in Ohio, believes that
rear-touch technology could have
more practical uses than simply
raising virtual mountains and
deceiving digital henchman, espe-
cially on smaller gadgets like
smartphones, where stubby fingers
often get in the way of what’s being
displayed on the touchscreen.

“Whenever there’s been a new
technology, the most difficult part
is always figuring out what it
would best be used for,” Brinkman
said.  “I like some of these prelim-
inary ideas, but I’m more interested
to see what people come up with.
It’s so different from anything else
we have right now.”

Briefly
Federal Grove Restaurant/Bed and Breakfast/Maple Sugar

Works will have the third annual Federal Grove Maple Syrup Fes-
tival on Friday and Saturday in Auburn.

A pancake breakfast will be served both days from 8 a.m. to 8:30
p.m. Lunch will be available from 11 a.m. to 2 p.m., with dinner
from 5 p.m. to 8:30 p.m. The Kentucky Proud and craft vendors tent
will be from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. Sugarhouse tours will be from 9 a.m.
to 4 p.m.

— For more information, call Lee Blythe at 270-847-9971 or
visit www.federalgrove.com.

•••
Riverview at Hobson Grove will have two activities related to the

Civil War on Saturday.
The 6th Regiment Kentucky Volunteer Infantry, Company C,

CSA, will drill new recruits as part of its “Reenacting Done Right
Program.” The Civil War-era re-enactors will drill and practice
other maneuvers at noon.

The program “Bowling Green and the Civil War” will be at 2
p.m. Nancy Baird, a retired Kentucky history specialist at the Ken-
tucky Library at Western Kentucky University, will be the speaker.

— For more information, call 843-5565.
•••

The annual L&N Railroad Luncheon will be at noon March 3 at
the South Union Shaker Village. Cost is $22 for members and $25
for nonmembers. Reservations are required. Proceeds benefit the
Shaker Village.

The menu will feature food that would have been served to south-
ern Kentucky railroad travelers in the late 19th century, including
roast turkey and cranberries, baked macaroni and cheese, breaded
tomatoes, fried corn, baked sweet potatoes, homemade bread,
desserts, pickles, cheeses, nuts and candies.

— For more information, call 270-542-4167 or 800-811-8379 or
email shakmus@logantele.com.

•••
The Fable Factory, a theatrical production group, will have audi-

tions for the musical “Oliver Twist” at 3 p.m. March 11 at Bowling
Green High School Auditorium.

Parts are available for children in grades four through 12 and
adults. Children will be selected for solos and group parts. “Oliver
Twist” will be performed in mid-March at various Kentucky
schools.

— For more information, call Trina at 746-2300 or Ellen Lee at
662-236-4666.

•••
The closing reception for the annual Regional Scholastic Arts

Exhibition will be from 12:30 p.m. to 2 p.m. Sunday at the Capitol
Arts Center.

The event will include a presentation of awards. Gold Key art-
work will be submitted to the National Scholastic Arts Competition
in New York.

— For more information, call 782-2787.
•••

The Franklin-Simpson Youth Theatre will present “Schoolhouse
Rock Live Jr.” at 7 p.m. Friday and 2 p.m. Saturday at Goodnight
Auditorium.

The production is sponsored by the Franklin-Simpson Arts Coun-
cil and Franklin-Simpson Educational Excellence Foundation.

— For ticket information, call 270-586-8055 or visit www.
franklinsimpsonarts.org.

•••
Warren Central Showstopping Showcase, featuring Broadway

favorites, will be at 7 p.m. Friday and Saturday and 2 p.m. Sunday
at Warren Central High School Auditorium.

Admission is free, but donations will be accepted.
— For more information, call 842-7302.

•••
Beth Henley’s “Am I Blue” and Jonathan Marc Sherman’s

“Women and Wallace” will be performed at 8 p.m. Monday and
Tuesday at Western Kentucky University’s Gordon Wilson Lab
Theatre. Tickets are $4. The shows are recommended for mature
audiences.

“Am I Blue” is about the romance of John and Ashe, who share
a night they will never forget. “Women and Wallace” is a dark com-
edy about a young man named Wallace, who struggles to build a
trusting relationship.

— From staff reports

‘A Little Princess’ production a family affair

Warehouse at Mt. Victor
throwing Leap Day party

VIDEO GAMES

Sony Computer Entertainment America/AP
Sony Computer Entertainment America’s “Little Deviants” is available for the Vita console.

PlayStation Vita’s rear pad a touchy subject

Sony Computer Entertainment America/AP
Sony’s new high-powered handheld console has a rear touchpad.

What: “A Little Princess”
When: 7 p.m. Thursdays through 
Saturdays and 3 p.m. Sundays
through March 4
Where: Phoenix Theatre
Cost: $10 for adults, $8 for children,
students and seniors

IF YOU GO

Ernie Small Blues Band performing at celebration


