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As Super Tuesday
looms, battle heading
into decisive phase
between two leaders
By AARON BLAKE
The Washington Post

The battle for the Republican
presidential nomination heads
into a potentially decisive phase
over the next two weeks with con-
tests in 13 states that could finally
answer some of the questions that
have defined the race.

Starting in Michigan on Tues-
day, and in several of the Super
Tuesday contests a week later, the
long presumed front-runner Mitt
Romney and the surging Rick
Santorum will face each other in
what will amount to one-on-one
match-ups, with only limited
engagement from the other
remaining candidates, former
House Speaker Newt Gingrich
and Texas Rep. Ron Paul.

Those races give Romney a
chance to finally put to rest the
question of whether he can defeat
a concerted conservative chal-
lenge and solidify his claim that
he is the party’s inevitable nomi-
nee. So far, Romney has a mixed
record of winning over the most
conservative elements of the
party, but has been able to win in
states where those voters have
splintered their support among
multiple candidates.

The upcoming races offer San-
torum, a former senator from
Pennsylvania, a chance to show
what he and other conservatives
have long claimed: that a moder-
ate like the former Massachusetts
governor cannot beat one of them
in a head-to-head matchup. They
point to Santorum’s sweep of
three contests Feb. 7, which has
propelled his surge since.

“Next Tuesday’s election is
pivotal for Mitt Romney,” said
GOP consultant Mike Dennehy.
“Michigan is really the battle-
ground for the future of the nomi-
nation.”

Paul will also get a clean
matchup with Romney on Super
Tuesday in Virginia, where only
those two candidates met the
stringent qualifications for a place
on the ballot.

The coming calendar poses the
biggest problem to Gingrich, the
onetime conservative alternative
to Romney who has dropped in
the polls and has not been able to
raise enough money to run a

national campaign.
Gingrich is largely looking past

contests in Arizona, Michigan and
Washington state and instead
focusing his efforts on Super
Tuesday contests in Ohio, Okla-
homa, Tennessee and Georgia, his
home state. He will find competi-
tion in all of them from Santorum
and Romney.

GOP pollster Jon McHenry
said two of those states appear to
be particularly important.

“Ohio and Georgia strike me as
the most important Super Tuesday
states,” McHenry said. “They’re
large states; one is a Deep South,
appeal-to-the-base state, and the
other is the quintessential swing
state. And the timing means you
can’t just camp out there and win
by showing up.”

Romney has been building
organizations in all the Super
Tuesday states, announcing slates
of elected officials, key party
activists and local business lead-
ers backing him, and he hopes to
take advantage of their political
networks on the ground. He will
also probably have a money
advantage, as his campaign and a
super PAC supporting him are
vastly outspending his opponents.
This could be particularly critical
at a time when TV ads take on an
even greater role.

Although his opponents may
point to individual states and
moments in the race as evidence
of Romney’s vulnerability, his
campaign hopes its all-around
performance will erase any doubt
that he is the clear front-runner.

“It’s no longer possible to focus
all your energies on a single state
and mobilize a small core group to
show well in that state,” said GOP
consultant Fred Malek. “Rather, it
requires a broader appeal, and I
predict Romney wins big over
next two weeks.”

Romney’s less-well-funded
opponents, meanwhile, will have
to pick their spots, both on the air
and on the ground.

During the past several days,
Santorum has made campaign
stops in Washington, Michigan,
Idaho, North Dakota, Oklahoma,
Ohio and, on Sunday, in Georgia.
He is spending Tuesday in Ari-
zona, and his campaign is airing
ads in Arizona, Ohio, Georgia,
Oklahoma and Tennessee.

Santorum’s advisers said his
schedule is a reflection of his ris-
ing poll numbers and fundraising
efforts, both of which would prob-
ably accelerate with another win

before Super Tuesday.
“We’ve been in Washington.

We’ve been in Idaho,” Santorum
spokesman Hogan Gidley said.
“We’re running a national cam-
paign.”

But, he added, “in general,
states where the Republican elec-
torate is more moderate are less
good for us, and states where the
electorate is more conservative
are good for us.”

About the only states not on
Santorum’s radar are the two
Northeastern Super Tuesday
states, Massachusetts and Ver-
mont. Romney is a heavy favorite
in both as the former governor of
Massachusetts.

Gingrich’s campaign, mean-
while, has thus far shown it will
focus on Super Tuesday - Geor-
gia, in particular, but also other
Southern states – and has largely
skipped the three contests preced-
ing it in Arizona, Michigan and
Washington. Gingrich has done
well in the South thus far, winning
the South Carolina primary and
performing well in the panhandle
of Florida.

Gingrich began a two-day
swing through Georgia on Friday
and visited Oklahoma on Mon-
day. He returns to Georgia after
Wednesday’s Arizona debate and
may spend Tuesday in his home
state rather than in Arizona or
Michigan.

During an appearance last
week in California, whose prima-
ry is not till June, Gingrich said
that he wouldn’t dismiss Michi-
gan entirely, largely because of
the rules there governing how del-
egates will be awarded. Even a
modest showing in the polls
would give Gingrich some dele-
gates.

By largely skipping the pre-
Super Tuesday states, though,
Gingrich may allow Santorum to
enter Super Tuesday as the con-
sensus alternative to Romney.

“Gingrich can’t allow this to
continue and still raise money to
pay for coffee - much less a cam-
paign,” said GOP strategist Dan
Hazelwood.

Asked in Los Angeles last
week whether he has miscalculat-
ed by ignoring the pre-Super
Tuesday states, Gingrich
demurred.

“This thing has had a wild
rhythm; it resembles riding Space
Mountain at Disney,” Gingrich
said. “I’ve been the front-runner
twice; I suspect I will be a front-
runner again.” 

Jae C. Hong/AP
Republican presidential candidates Rick Santorum (left) and Mitt Romney talk Wednesday following a
Republican presidential debate in Mesa, Ariz. 

One-on-one time

GOP PRESIDENTIAL PRIMARIES
Ethics Commission that it had
$194,957.76 in lobbying expenses last
month, making it by far the biggest
spender among lobbying groups in
Kentucky in January. The second
biggest spender, the Kentucky Hospital
Association, spent $36,120.

Chris Cohron, commonwealth’s
attorney for Warren County, where
meth-related crime is a growing prob-
lem for law enforcement, believes
CHPA’s lobbying expenditures demon-
strate that profits – and not the public
interest – are the root of opposition to
pseudoephedrine legislation.

“I think it shows you that without
question that this is solely about money
for CHPA and the pharmaceutical
industry,” Cohron said.

A CHPA spokeswoman rejected that
position.

“I would say that is absolutely false,”
said Elizabeth Funderburk, senior direc-
tor of communications for CHPA, in an
email. “Our primary concern is protect-
ing consumer access to the cold and
allergy medicines they depend upon.
More than half a million Kentuckians
purchased pseudoephedrine products in
2011. The vast majority use the tablet
form because it is the only available
option for extended 12 and 24 hour
relief.”

Funderburk defended the organiza-
tion’s spending in Kentucky on the
premise that CHPA wants to ensure that
Kentuckians’voices are heard in Frank-
fort.

A breakdown of CHPA’s January
expenses includes $26,962 spent on
website development and operation for
stopmethnotmeds.com, according to
John Schaaf, legal counsel for the Leg-
islative Ethics Commission. Schaaf said
the organization spent the bulk of its
money – $151,602 – on consultants,
phone banks, Tele-Town Hall and Let-
ter Desk.

Phone banks, Tele-Town Hall and
Letter Desk are all common communi-
cation tools used to reach large numbers
of constituents and legislators.

The remaining money was used to
pay salaries, along with food, beverage,
lodging and transportation expenses,
according to the report filed Feb. 15
with the Ethics Commission.

“Efforts by some legislators to deny
law-abiding citizens nonprescription
access to certain cold and allergy medi-
cines they depend on began at the
beginning of this year’s legislative ses-
sion and continue today,” Funderburk
said. “Since that time, CHPA has
worked to ensure that Kentuckians are
aware that some elected officials are
promoting a prescription mandate so
that their voices can be heard in Frank-
fort. We will continue our commitment
to ensuring that those who would be
impacted by a prescription requirement
have a platform to voice their position
with their respective elected officials.”

Here’s how CHPA’s spending com-
pares to the rest of the top five lobbying
groups last month, according to infor-
mation filed with the Ethics Commis-
sion: 

•The Kentucky Hospital Association
spent $36,120. 

•The Kentucky Chamber of Com-
merce spent $33,347.

•The Kentucky Retail Federation
spent $24,262.

•The Kentucky Education Associa-
tion spent $23,620.

Pseudoephedrine is the one ingredi-
ent that meth cooks must have to create
the illegal drug. Meth-Check, a pro-
gram that began in Kentucky in 2008,
requires people buying the drug to show
a driver’s license and limits the sale of
pseudoephedrine to 9 grams per person,
per month. Meth cooks get around the
law by paying other people to buy the
drug for them, in a practice that has
been labeled smurfing. 

Narcotics officers have found meth
labs locally in hotel rooms, apartments,
caves, rivers, streams, parks and other
public areas. The labs, which often
appear to be nothing more than a cola
bottle with tubing coming out of the top,
are volatile and can erupt into a fireball,
creating a potentially deadly scenario
for anyone who happens to pick one up
– including the police officers who have
to dismantle the labs before they can be
safely disposed of.
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Prosecutor says profits
behind bill’s opposition

From Page 1A
Millions in benefits left on the table

Brooks said unifying the services the state already
offers and helping the chronically poor access the fed-
eral benefits they are eligible for should be goals for the
state.

“Last year, Kentuckians left $400 million in federal
benefits for which they were eligible on the table,” he
said. “That is money already allocated and doesn’t cost
the state anything if it were to be accessed.”

Those benefits include everything from the former
food stamp program, free and reduced lunch programs,
the nutritional program for low income pregnant
women and others.

“Some states, such as Ohio, have really thought well
about how to make sure people can access those bene-
fits,” Brooks said. “If we did that, it would somehow
create a $400 million stimulus package for families.”

Brooks suggests using family resource centers,
churches or other outlets as a sort of a one-stop shop for
helping people access benefits. In this region, many
family resource centers and churches already do what
they can to help people access benefits.

“I’m surprised that there are that many benefits left
on the table,” Bowling Green Independent Schools
Superintendent Joe Tinius said.

Tinius said the district’s family resource and youth
service centers work very closely to make sure that eli-
gible families sign up for the lunch and breakfast pro-
gram.

“They are really familiar with family circumstances
and if they see a need, they will contact those families
about the program,” he said.

Additionally, food service workers keep an eye on
how many food charges students make that aren’t cov-
ered by their accounts. They will contact the family and
see if there is a need for the program.

“There isn’t hardly a month that goes by that we
don’t pick up at least one student that way,” Tinius said.

Nutrition is very important for a child’s performance
in school, he said.

Poor performance in schools can lead to other issues
later in life, including continuing a cycle of poverty,
Brooks said.

“It’s not a shock that many low-income folks live in
areas where there is concentrated poverty,” Brooks
said. “But many people may not consider the conse-
quences of that concentration. As an example, if it’s an
area in which people didn’t claim the benefits they
were eligible for ... consider what it would be like if
those resources were brought to bear for all those fam-
ilies. There would be a real infusion of money.”

Money that was spent on items now being supported
by benefit programs could be spent on other things.

“And we can’t talk about poverty in Kentucky ...
without considering the climate in which predatory
lending practices such as payday lending and refund
anticipation loans are allowed,” he said. “Payday lend-
ing has been a hot topic. There are folks who want to
put curbs on interest rates and the General Assembly
hasn’t acted. Changing the predatory lending climate
would go a long way.”

State Rep. Jim DeCesare, R-Bowling Green, said
there previously had been some reforms to that indus-
try.

“Now they want to come back and make changes
that would essentially put payday lending places out of
business,” DeCesare said. “We have several of those
check cashing places in Bowling Green and haven’t
had any complaints. The only people complaining are
the KYA folks.”

DeCesare said he sees a role for the check cashing
services.

“They provide a legitimate service for people who
can’t necessarily get a loan and need money to get them
through for a couple of weeks,” he said.

Brooks said his suggestions are ones that won’t
break the bank for the state, which already is facing
tough financial times.

“We have to get outraged at where poverty is head-
ed in this commonwealth and not accept it as a fact of
life that we have to put up with,” he said. “But do we
have the political courage and policy smarts to make a
difference?”

DeCesare said he sees no reason why the state could-
n’t unify its services for impoverished families and the
Earned Income Tax Credit is something that he would
have to look into to determine its consequences.

“The state can do those things,” he said. “But I don’t
know if there is support among lawmakers for them to
happen.”

President apologizes for burning
of Qurans at base in Afghanistan

KABUL, Afghanistan (AP) — President Barack
Obama apologized today for the burning of copies
of the Muslim holy book at a U.S. military base
this week, as violent protests raging nationwide led
a man dressed in an Afghan army uniform to kill
two U.S. troops.

The Afghans’ furious response to the Quran
burning – three days of riots in several cities
nationwide – reflected the anger at what they per-
ceive as foreign forces disrespect.

In a letter sent to Afghan President Hamid
Karzai, Obama expressed his administration’s
“regret and apologies over the incident in which
religious materials were unintentionally mishan-
dled,” White House national security council
spokesman Tommy Vietor said.

By JULIE WATSON
The Associated Press

SAN DIEGO — Two military helicopters collid-
ed over the California desert during nighttime train-
ing exercises, killing seven Marines in the latest of
several similar accidents in the region.

The service members with the 3rd Marine Air-
craft Wing were based at Camp Pendleton north of
San Diego, Lt. Maureen Dooley with Miramar Air
Base in California said today. The crash happened
around 8 p.m. Wednesday and involved an AH-1W
Cobra that carries two crew members and a UH-1
Huey utility helicopter carrying the other five.

The aircraft collided in a remote portion of the
Yuma Training Range Complex on the California
side of the Chocolate Mountains very close to the
Arizona border, Dooley said. The exact location
hasn’t been confirmed. “We’re still gathering a lot
of details as the sun comes up,” she said.

It will be at least 24 hours before the Marine
Corps releases the names of those killed, Dooley
said.

The desert area is favored by the U.S. military
and its allies for training because the hot, dusty con-
ditions and craggy mountains replicate
Afghanistan’s harsh environment and the clear
weather allows for constant flying. 

Cpl. Steven Posy with Marine Corps Air Station
Miramar said today the weather “was pretty mild
last night.”

Several accidents have happened in the past year
involving Marine training in Southern California. 

In September, a helicopter went down during a
training exercise at Camp Pendleton, killing the two
Marines onboard and setting off a fast-moving
brush fire at Camp Pendleton.

In August, two Marines were ejected from their
F/A-18 Hornet fighter jet as it plunged toward the
Pacific Ocean. The two Marines spent four hours in
the dark, chilly ocean before they were rescued.
Both suffered broken but survived. 

In July, a decorated Marine from western New York
was killed during a training exercise when his UH-1Y
helicopter went down in a remote section of Camp
Pendleton.  Another Hornet sustained at least $1 mil-
lion damage when its engine caught fire March 30
aboard the USS John C. Stennis during a training
exercise about 100 miles off the San Diego coast.
Eight sailors, a Marine and two civilians were injured. 

A decade ago, in February 2002, a helicopter
crash in the Chocolate Mountains California killed
two Camp Pendleton Marines and injured two oth-
ers. The UH-1N Huey was on a routine training mis-
sion in the Naval gunnery range.

Helicopter collision kills
seven Marines in desert


