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A Bowling Green man pleaded
guilty this week to 26 criminal
counts following a child pornogra-
phy investigation carried out by
city police.

Eric David Kauffman, 31,
entered the guilty plea Monday in
Warren Circuit Court to 26 counts
of distribution of matter portraying
a sexual performance by a minor.

Kauffman admitted sending
emails from multiple accounts
containing images of nude juve-
niles engaged in sexual acts.

Kauffman was under investiga-
tion by the Bowling Green Police
Department as early as 2009 for
contacting young boys on the
social networking site Facebook
and attempting to form some type
of relationship with them, accord-
ing to court documents.

The investigation that resulted
in the charges against Kauffman
was led by BGPD Detective Mike
Lemon and documented several
instances of Kauffman sending and
receiving illegal emails to and
from recipients in other states.

In January 2011, Lemon con-
tacted the Fort Scott (Kan.) Police
Department and confirmed that an
investigation there determined that
a Fort Scott man had received ille-
gal images on his cellphone from
Kauffman, who he had met on
Facebook.

In addition to exchanging
pornographic images, the two
exchanged text messages detailing
their desire to have sex with young
boys, according to court records.

Police also linked Kauffman to
a 14-year-old boy in Idaho. Lemon
was contacted in May by the Bon-
neville County (Idaho) Sheriff’s
Office, which was investigating
the boy’s interactions on Facebook
with Kauffman, who was contact-
ing the boy through a profile page
under the name of “Marco Her-
rington.”

The 14-year-old reported send-
ing, at Kauffman’s request, four
pictures of him last year to an
email address on an account
opened by Kauffman, court
records said.

Lemon also interviewed a wit-
ness at College Suites Apartments
at 2426 Thoroughbred Drive,
where Kauffman lived.

The witness told police she was
in the computer lab at the apart-
ment complex April 10 when she

witnessed Kauffman enter the lab
and have a loud cellphone conver-
sation with a “long-term
boyfriend.”

“Mr. Kauffman was overheard
saying that they had just ‘broke up’
but his boyfriend had kept him on
his Facebook.com page as his
uncle so they could still talk,” an
affidavit for a search warrant said.
“(The witness) took that to mean
that his boyfriend was young
enough to be his nephew.”

The witness then viewed Kauff-
man’s Facebook page and found
that most of his friends were young
boys, which “caused her great con-
cern,” according to the affidavit.

In multiple interviews with
police, Kauffman admitted talking
to young boys on Facebook about
having sex with them, with Kauff-
man estimating that he had talked
to 150 juveniles, according to court
records.

“Mr. Kauffman described hav-
ing several Facebook accounts
because some accounts had been
blocked and he tried to hide other
accounts from people that may
know him,” the affidavit stated.
“Mr. Kauffman also maintained
several email accounts to send and
receive illicit images and to chat
with on Yahoo messenger.”

The plea agreement Kauffman
reached in circuit court dismissed
18 counts of possession of matter
portraying a sexual performance by
a minor and one count each of use
of a minor in a sexual performance
and unlawful use of electronic
means originating or received with-
in the commonwealth to induce a
minor to engage in sexual or other
prohibited activities.

The Warren County common-
wealth’s attorney’s office recom-
mended a 15-year prison sentence
and lifetime registration on the
Kentucky sex offender registry for
Kauffman. 

Kauffman, who faced a maxi-
mum sentence of 40 years, is
scheduled to be sentenced March
23 by Warren Circuit Judge John
Grise.

Billie C. Blakey
CAVE CITY — Billie Carolyn Blakey,

57, of Horse Cave, died Feb. 20, 2012, at
T.J. Samson Community Hospital in Glas-
gow.

Funeral is at 1 p.m. Saturday at Bob
Hunt Funeral Chapel, with burial in Cave
City Cemetery. Visitation begins at 3 p.m.
Friday.

Sue A. Caughill
MUNFORDVILLE — Sue Ann

Caughill, 68, of Cub Run, died Feb. 22,
2012, at The Medical Center at Bowling
Green.

There will be no visitation or services.
Cremation was chosen. Sego Funeral
Home is in charge of arrangements.

Jesse A. Childress
MUNFORDVILLE —

Jesse Anderson Childress, 84,
of Munfordville, died Feb. 22,
2012, at a Morgantown nurs-
ing home.

Funeral is at 11 a.m. Saturday at Sego
Funeral Home, with burial in Pine Grove
Cemetery at Cub Run. Visitation is from 3
p.m. to 9 p.m. Friday and begins at 8 a.m.
Saturday at the funeral home.

Nathan Decker
LEITCHFIELD — Nathan Decker, 82,

died Feb. 21, 2012.
Funeral is at 1 p.m. Friday at Watson &

Hunt Funeral Chapel. Visitation begins at 4
p.m. today at the funeral home.

Sarah C. Dillard
SCOTTSVILLE — Sarah Catherine

Spencer Dillard, 81, of Adolphus, died at

8:14 p.m. Feb. 21, 2012, at The Medical
Center at Bowling Green.

Funeral is at 2:30 p.m. Friday at Goad
Funeral Home. Visitation begins at noon
today.

Joan Harrison
Joan Harrison, daughter of the late

David Wood Wintsch and Girtha Poore
Wintsch, was born in Hart County on Sept.
5, 1930. She died at 9:20 a.m. Tuesday,
Feb. 21, 2012, in Campbellsville at age 81.

She professed faith in Christ and was a
member of Campbellsville Baptist Church.
She was a retired bookkeeper.

She united in marriage to Charles Lee
“Cotton” Harrison in May 21, 1950. He
preceded her in death on Nov. 12, 1960.

She united in marriage to Howard Spratt
on March 17, 1987. He preceded her in
death on March 29, 2010. 

She is survived by three sons and two
daughters, David Harrison and his wife,
Patty, of Bowling Green, Bill Spratt and his
wife, Sherry, of Dayton, Ohio, Johnson
Spratt of Panama, Julie Jessie and her hus-
band, Kimble, of Campbellsville, and
Jackie Payne and her husband, Jim, of
Rosamond, Calif.; 10 grandchildren; and
nine great-grandchildren.

She was also preceded in death by a
brother, Frederick Wintsch. 

Visitation is from 5 p.m. to 8 p.m. today
at Parrott & Ramsey Funeral Home in
Campbellsville. Funeral service is at 2 p.m.
Friday at the funeral home by Dr. James
Jones and the Rev. Blake Jessie. Burial will
be in Brookside Cemetery.

James W. Hurt
SCOTTSVILLE — James Wendell

Hurt, 74, of Scottsville, died Feb. 21, 2012,

at his residence.
Funeral is at 11 a.m. Friday at Strode

Funeral Home. Visitation is in progress
today and begins at 7:30 a.m. Friday.

Enola Grimes Mahoney
Enola Grimes Mahoney, 85, of Bowl-

ing Green, died Monday at The Medical
Center.

The Warren County native was born
Dec. 24, 1926, a
daughter of the late
Oliver G. Grimes
and Laura Wilson
Grimes. She was
preceded in death by
her husband of 32
years, William F.
Mahoney; three
brothers, James
Grimes, Calvin
Grimes and Gifford
Gavin Grimes; and a

sister, Evona Tunks.
Mrs. Mahoney was a homemaker, a

longtime member of 12th Street Church
of Christ and a current member of East-
side Church of Christ.

Survivors include a sister, Elaine
Reece and her husband, Ed, of Bowling
Green; and a sister-in-law, Virginia
Grimes. Mrs. Mahoney was very close to
and was dearly loved by her nieces and
nephews, Ravenna Raymer and her hus-
band, Roscoe; Debbie Wells and her hus-
band, Ted; Barbara Johnson; Damon
Grimes and his wife, Maryann; Kerry
Grimes and his wife, Kathy; David
Grimes and his wife, Sue; Mark Grimes
and his wife Diana; Scott Grimes and his
wife, Suzanne; Randy Reece and his
wife, Michelle; and Troy Reece and his
wife, Cheryl, as well as several great-

nieces and great-nephews.
Funeral service will be at 2 p.m. today

at Johnson-Vaughn-Phelps Funeral
Home, with burial in Fairview Cemetery.
Visitation will be from 10 a.m. until ser-
vice time today at the funeral home.

LaVerne Sanson McChesney
LaVerne Sanson McChesney, 84, of

Bowling Green, passed away Wednesday
Feb. 22, 2012, at a local nursing home at
3:25 p.m. The Warren County native was
born July 23, 1927, and was the daughter
of the late Vernon Sanson and Ora
Richards Sanson. She was also preceded in
death by her husband, Joe P. McChesney,
and son Michael McChesney.

LaVerne was a member of Burton
Memorial Baptist Church and retired from
Holley Carburetor Co. She was a graduate
of Alvaton High School and Bowling
Green Business College.

She is survived by several cousins,
nieces and nephews.

Visitation will be Friday from 4 p.m.
until 8 p.m. at J.C. Kirby and Son Lovers
Lane Chapel and Saturday from 9 a.m.
until time of services. Funeral will be at 11
a.m. at the funeral home with burial in
Fairview Cemetery No. 2. Arrangements
are entrusted to J. C. Kirby and Son Lovers
Lane Chapel. 

Expressions of sympathy may take the
form of contributions to Burton Memorial
Baptist Church, 4377 Cemetery Road,
Bowling Green KY 42103.

John Robert Resch
John Robert Resch, 71, of Bowling

Green, died Tuesday, Feb. 21, 2012, at his
residence.  

The Warren County native was a son of

the late John William Resch and Lula
Manco Resch and was preceded in death
by a brother, Lester Resch. He was owner
of Construction Sheet Metal and a member
of Bethel United Methodist Church. 

Survivors include his wife, Linda
Resch; children, Robby Resch, Sonia
Resch Bowlin (Dusty), John Resch (Jodi),
David Resch (Jackie) and Phillip Resch
(Misty); 10 grandchildren; two great-
grandchildren; three brothers, Henry
Resch, Jerry Resch and Tommy Resch;
and several nieces and nephews.

Funeral service is at 1 p.m. Friday at
Hardy & Son Funeral Home, Bowling
Green chapel, with burial in Fairview
Cemetery. Visitation is from 3 p.m. to 8
p.m. today and 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. Friday at
the funeral home. Expressions of sympa-
thy may be made to Hospice of Lake Cum-
berland, 100 Parkway Dr., Somerset, KY
42503.

Hubert F. Sartain
SCOTTSVILLE — Hubert Franklin

Sartain, 74, died Feb. 21, 2012, at Green-
view Regional Hospital. 

Funeral is at 5 p.m. Sunday at T.W.
Crow & Son Funeral Home. Visitation
begins at 3 p.m. Sunday at the funeral
home.

Betty Y. Wilkerson
MUNFORDVILLE — Betty Yvonne

Wilkerson, 48, of Munfordville, died Feb.
21, 2012, at Caverna Memorial Hospital in
Horse Cave. 

Funeral is at 2 p.m. Friday at Brooks
Funeral Home, with burial in Concord
Cemetery in Bonnieville. Visitation is in
progress until 9 p.m. today and is from 9
a.m. to 2 p.m. Friday at the funeral home.
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Promoting Chinese culture
The Hubei University Dragon & Lion Dance Art Troupe performs a tai chi fan dance Wednesday during the Confucius Institute Grand
Spring Festival Gala at the Downing University Center at Western Kentucky University. Tai chi fan is a unique style of martial arts
fitness, which combines tai chi and other martial arts with dance movements. The Confucius Institute at WKU serves to promote
Chinese language and cultural exchange throughout Kentucky.

DEATHS

Man pleads guilty
to distributing
child pornography

ENOLA GRIMES
MAHONEY

Gov. Steve Beshear made a personal appeal
to committee members to approve the measure.
He has been pressing lawmakers for five years
to approve the constitutional amendment allow-
ing Kentuckians to wager on more than the
horse races that have been a tradition in the
Bible Belt state.

If the constitutional amendment passes in the
General Assembly, it would be placed on the
November ballot for voters to ratify or reject.

Beshear said Kentucky is now losing hun-
dreds of millions of dollars a year to neighbor-
ing states that already have casinos. He said
Kentucky needs to legalize casinos so that
money can be kept in the state.

“This issue has been on the table for almost
20 years,” Beshear said Wednesday. “We’ve lis-
tened to two decades of debate, discussion, dis-
course on various forms of expanded gaming.
But we’ve either been unable or unwilling to set-
tle the matter. We’ve hemmed and we’ve hawed
as states around us pressed forward.”

Beshear said Kentucky could collect $266
million in one-time license fees by allowing
casinos to open. Taxing them, he said, could
generate an additional $377 million a year in
revenue for government programs and services.

The Rev. Hershel York, pastor of Buck Run
Baptist Church in Frankfort, said Kentuckians
would have to lose tremendous amounts of
money for the state to receive that much rev-
enue.

“The governor’s projections depend on, in
fact, count on creating new gamblers,” York
said. “And the safety net we have for them is
simply not sufficient.”

Catholic bishops and Baptist pastors have
issued stern warnings about the potential conse-
quences of legalizing casinos. 

“With their flashing lights, free-flowing alco-
holic drinks, all-night hours and generally intox-
icating atmosphere, casinos are more likely than
other gambling options to lead to bad decisions
and catastrophic losses for patrons, particularly

those prone to problem or compulsive gam-
bling,” said the Rev. Patrick Delahanty, execu-
tive director of the Catholic Conference of Ken-
tucky. 

Delahanty sent a letter to all state senators
Tuesday on behalf of Archbishop Joseph E.
Kurtz of Louisville, Bishop Roger J. Foys of
Covington, Bishop Ronald W. Gainer of Lex-
ington and Bishop William F. Medley of
Owensboro. 

Gambling opponents, including the Kentucky
Council of Churches and the Kentucky Baptist
Convention, have been working feverishly to try
to defeat Beshear’s proposal for a constitutional
amendment. 

Beshear said Kentucky’s horse industry,
which has a $4 billion-a-year economic impact,
should be able to compete with other states that
are supplementing racing purses with casino
revenue. To protect Kentucky’s self-proclaimed
title as horse capital of the world, Beshear said
casinos are needed.
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Bowling Green has about 64 people between processing center, downtown post office

“They’ve got to find something
to do with all of these employees,”
he said.

Bowling Green currently has
about 64 people between its pro-
cessing center and downtown post
office, he said.

“After this happens, it will be
between 20 and 25,” Palmer said.

Still, Palmer is optimistic that
there will be some type of minimal
processing done at the Scottsville
Road location, if only because a
tractor-trailer can’t get to the down-
town office.

“And there is no way to expand
that where it is,” he said.

David Walton, a spokesman for
the service in Louisville, said he is
unaware of any problems getting
tractor-trailers to the downtown
facility.

“If that were a problem, it would
have come up during the hearings,”

Walton said. “I know it is kind of
cramped, but we are moving for-
ward with this.”

A Postal Service news release
said that while the processing oper-
ations would move, “There will be
no change to any of the retail units,
business mail entry units or vehicle
maintenance facilities at these loca-
tions at this time.”

So that means that even if pro-
cessing closes, mail will still be
accepted at the site and the post
offices will remain there.

“The decision to consolidate
mail processing facilities recog-
nizes the urgent need to reduce the
size of the national mail processing
network to eliminate costly under-
utilized infrastructure,” Postal Ser-
vice Chief Operating Officer
Megan Brennan said in a news
release. “Consolidating operations
is necessary if the Postal Service is

to remain viable to provide mail
service to the nation.”

Some reports have the service
losing nearly $18 billion a year by
2015 if changes aren’t made.
Recently the service raised the price
of a stamp to 45 cents but is still
waiting to hear on other cost-saving
measures it wants to implement. 

“We are waiting on advisory
opinion from the Postal Regulatory
Commission on whether we can
change the service standards,” Wal-
ton said. “Originally they said we
wouldn’t be able to get a ruling
until August, but we are hoping to
have that this spring. These consol-
idations are dependent on being
able to change delivery standards.”

The service wants to change
first-class delivery from one to
three days to two to three days and
periodicals from one to nine days to
two to 10 days.

Not knowing the outcome of
those delivery standard proposals is
why there isn’t a definite timetable
for the closures. The 90 days would
be sometime toward the end of
May.

“But we don’t know how quick-
ly this will happen,” Walton said.

The Postal Service also wants to
eliminate Saturday delivery, but
that requires congressional action.

“And we are still waiting to see
something from Congress,” he
said.

“I know lot of people are con-
cerned about jobs, and in any other
industry these announcements are
usually coupled with pink slips but
that’s not how we work,” Walton
said. “We have a proven track
record in finding employees oppor-
tunities at other locations, and it is
our hope they will have a job with-
in the post office.”


