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Kentucky has made dramatic progress in
fighting cancer, but there is still a long way to
go, Dr. Thomas Tucker said Wednesday at a
Barren River District Cancer Council meeting.

“There are still challenges in cancer con-
trol,” said Tucker, associate director for cancer
prevention and control at the Markey Cancer
Center, an associate professor in the College of
Public Health at the University of Kentucky
and director of the Kentucky Cancer Registry.

Strides have been made in making people
more aware of screenings, particularly in
colon cancer. There is a 16 percent drop in the
mortality rate of colon cancer since 2001,
Tucker said. People ages 50 and up should
have colonoscopies, he said.

“That’s 200 people who would’ve gotten the
disease if the rates hadn’t changed since 2001,”
he said. “There is a cost savings. This is an eco-
nomic savings in money, lives and suffering.”

Education and economics affect the num-
ber of people who get screenings, Tucker said.

People who don’t have a job or insurance have
a more difficult time paying for them, Tucker
said.

“We have to be much more effective and
put services in place to make that happen,” he
said. “We need to continue to work on that.”

A gathering to support House Bill 55 will be
March 1 on the Capitol steps in Frankfort.
House Bill 55 would fund the Kentucky Colon
Cancer Screening Program created by the Gen-
eral Assembly in 2008 to provide screenings
and education for Kentuckians with low
income or no insurance. Gov. Steve Beshear
has also included $1 million in his proposed
budget to fund the program. The $1 million is
to be matched by donations, according to Carol
Hurst, assistant director of the Kentucky Can-
cer Program at the University of Louisville.

“It puts money behind the screening bill,”
she said. “We want to bring awareness to
colon cancer, that it can be prevented, and
rally for the bill.”

Elizabeth Westbrook, cancer control spe-
cialist of the Kentucky Cancer Program, said
there would be several events in March for

National Colorectal Cancer Awareness
Month, including Dress in Blue Day on
March 2. The Incredible Colon, an inflatable
colon that people can walk through and see
what polyps, lesions and a healthy colon look
like, will be at Greenview Regional Hospital
from 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. March 9. Visitors will
take a tour of the colon, get facts about colon
cancer and learn about screening options.

“Early colon cancer has no early warning
signs,” she said. “People ages 50 and up need
to have that discussion (about screening
options) with their physicians. If you wait
until you have symptoms it may be too late.”

The month can also help people remember
to encourage family and friends who may be
at high risk for colon cancer – including those
who have a family history of it and those who
have complications such as Crohn’s disease –
to get screened, Westbrook said. Some people
worry about getting screened by colonoscopy,
but there are other screening methods.

“More than 800 in Kentucky will die of
colon cancer this year,” she said. “It’s pre-
ventable.”
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Western Kentucky University
announced a new summer scholarship
program this week that officials hope will
promote summer term classes.

Undergraduate students who have a 3.0
grade-point average or higher and take at
least six credit hours throughout the sum-
mer will automatically get a $337 schol-
arship, said Alicia Bingham, coordinator
for summer sessions and winter term. For
students who pay in-state tuition, that’s

like getting one credit hour free.
“Right now, it’s really difficult to get

loans and scholarships in the summer, so
we’re hoping this helps lessen their bur-
den,” Bingham said.

More than 1,000 classes will be
offered this summer during five different
sessions, with classes lasting anywhere
from three to eight weeks, she said.

“We’re really trying to get students to
take two classes,” Bingham said. She
estimates that usually only about half of
those who enroll in summer term take
more than one class.

Summer term allows students to take
classes in a compressed format and
ensures they will graduate on time or
even early, Provost Gordon Emslie said.

He said he hopes the new scholarship
will encourage people to take summer
courses or add another one if they were
already planning to take one.

“It’s an attempt to alleviate financial
stress and get students interested in sum-
mer term,” Emslie said.

This is the first scholarship of its kind,
he said. The money is coming from the
Division of Extended Learning and Out-

reach.
“We know funds are scarce and we’d

like to try and help as much as we can,”
Emslie said.

The scholarship is a pilot program, he
said. Once officials see how it works,
they will consider applying it to winter
term and future summer terms.

The scholarship is available for classes
on all campuses as well as online classes
and study-abroad programs, as long as
students take at least six hours.

Students can take up to 15 credit hours
over the summer, although they can

receive only one scholarship even if they
take more than six hours, Bingham said.

She anticipates about 700 of the 4,000
undergraduates who take summer classes
will be eligible for the scholarship.

“We are just really hoping students
take advantage,” Bingham said.

The scholarship will automatically be
credited on eligible students’ bills – there
is no separate application process, she
said. Registration for summer term
begins March 12. 

— For more information, visit www.
wku.edu/summer.
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 50%  OFF

 Marlin’s Furniture Marlin’s Furniture
 2505 Russellville Rd.

 270-904-5200

 retail

 Every
 Day
 Retail!

 TWO

 LOCATIONS

 TO SERVE YOU!

 3570 Louisville Rd.
 270-782-5619

 25%  OFF

 Be Sure to Visit Our Website: marlinsfurniture.com

 ALL DAY BEDS 
 MATTRESSES

 270-904-0845
 1728 Rockingham Ave • Bowling Green, KY

 (Just off Scottsville Rd)

 Kentucky Radiation Therapy Associates

 Our clinic was designed with you, the patient, in mind. Our 
 serene & comforting atmosphere allows you to relax and 
 know that you will be treated with kindness and respect.

 We offer some of the most advanced technology & 
 capabilities available. Our staff is highly experienced and 
 dedicated to providing optimal cancer treatment.

 Is pleased to announce that we are now
 a participating provider for Anthem/BCBS
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Sherry Tipton could hardly
contain her disgust. She had just
kissed a pig and was wiping her
mouth with her sleeve. 

“That was definitely a hairy
experience,” she said Wednesday
morning. “A very hoggy moment
in my life.”

Tipton, a special education
teacher at Greenwood High
School, was one of this year’s
victims during the school’s cele-
bration of the annual Future
Farmers of America Week. The
“pig kiss” is one of the most pop-
ular events, in which students
voice their opinion about who
should kiss a pig. The teacher
chosen then has to give the farm
animal a smooch.

Ron Tipton, Sherry Tipton’s
husband and the FFA adviser for
Greenwood, said this is one of the
highlights of the year for his stu-
dents.

“The kids take a huge role in
this week, making sure it all
works out well,” he said.

Casey Rice, a junior and presi-
dent of the Greenwood FFA, says
lots of planning and discussion
takes place to make the event a
success. 

“We have meetings every

Thursday and it’s up to us to dis-
cuss what events we have during
this week,” Rice said. “We came
up with the womanless beauty
contest, that’s new this year.”

The womanless beauty contest
saw male students dress up as
women and perform a talent. The
winner of the event was senior
Jerry Johnson, whose comedic
ribbon-twirling performance won
him the praise of his fellow stu-
dents. 

“I feel pretty good about (win-
ning),” Johnson said. “I felt the
need to compete so I could help
out my FFA chapter. I feel it’s my
responsibility.”

Students also were encouraged
to bring animals from home to
school as part of a display that
included horses, rabbits, sheep,
goats, turkeys, geese and don-
keys.

Paul Goins, a teacher at Green-
wood, said the farm pets are
always a hit.

“The kids and teachers really
love the animals in the hall, it’s
very popular,” he said.

The remaining events for the
week include a barbecue event
today for students who wear their
school colors and Tractor Friday,
when students can drive their
tractors to school.
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A Barren County man entered
guilty pleas Wednesday in three
separate cases involving metham-
phetamine.

Tyler O’Brien Branstetter, 25,
of Glasgow, pleaded guilty in
Barren Circuit Court to two
counts of manufacturing
methamphetamine, two counts
of possession of methampheta-
mine, two counts of possession
of drug paraphernalia and one
count each of complicity to
manufacturing methampheta-
mine, complicity to unlawful
possession of meth precursor
and trafficking in methampheta-
mine.

The drug offenses originated
from three separate investiga-
tions last year by the Barren-
Edmonson County Drug Task
Force.

On Feb. 17, 2011, the task
force responded to a complaint
and found Branstetter and two
other people hiding in the base-
ment of a house where a one-step
meth lab and multiple items used
in the making of the drug were
also discovered, according to the
Barren County Commonwealth’s
Attorney’s Office.

Authorities also connected
Branstetter to a backpack found

April 14 along a Barren County
road.

Detectives from the task force
were notified of the discovery
and found that the backpack con-
tained a 20-ounce bottle that had
been used as what police often
refer to as a “shake and bake”
meth lab. 

Additionally, other ingredients
used to make the highly addictive
drug, including lithium batteries,
crushed salt, Coleman fuel, sulfu-
ric acid and lye, were found in the
backpack.

According to a news release
from Barren County Common-
wealth’s Attorney Karen Davis,
the backpack and its contents
were connected to Branstetter
based on surveillance footage
from Walmart in Glasgow that
showed him buying the back-
pack, along with statements from
a co-defendant.

Another drug complaint
received by the task force June 27
resulted in officers finding
Branstetter hiding behind a
kitchen counter in a residence
with a meth lab and chemicals
and equipment used in processing
meth.

Davis has recommended a 15-
year sentence for Branstetter. He
is scheduled to be sentenced
March 26 by Barren Circuit
Judge Phil Patton.
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Above: Officials from the Warren County Coronor’s Office prepare to take Everette Thomas Barger, 49 of Franklin, from the site
where he was found dead Wednesday at Western Kentucky University. Below: People watch from apartments across the street
as the body is moved.

WKU scholarship promotes summer classes

Man found dead at WKU
By the Daily News

City utility workers found the body of Everette Thomas Barg-
er, 49, of Franklin, on Wednesday afternoon inside an electrical
substation at University and College Heights boulevards on
Western Kentucky University’s campus, WKU Police Depart-
ment spokeswoman Officer Mandi Johnson said.

Foul play is not suspected, Johnson said.
“It appears he fell” from the adjacent parking structure, War-

ren County Coroner Kevin Kirby said.
His death likely occurred sometime late Tuesday, Kirby said.
Investigators found Barger’s car inside the parking structure,

Kirby said. 
His wallet was found along with his fully clothed body.
Barger did not work for or attend WKU, Johnson said.
WKU police are investigating the death. Capt. Kerry Hatchett

and Sgt. Dominic Ossello are leading the investigation.

Progress, challenges seen in cancer fight

FRANKFORT (AP) — More than 1,500 coal miners have tested
positive for drug use since Kentucky began screenings six years ago,
creating additional risks in an already dangerous industry.

That information from the Office of Mine Safety and Licensing
persuaded the House Natural Resources and Environment Commit-
tee to approve legislation today to eliminate loopholes in current law
that could allow miners who abuse drugs to return to work in Ken-
tucky.

The legislation would revoke the mine certifications for three years
for first offenders, five years for second offenders and for life for third
offenders.

Current law allows miners to be retested after 10 days. Those who
test negative can then return to work.

The legislation is House Bill 385.
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