
By The Daily News
Police cited one man and

arrested a juvenile while investi-
gating a kidnapping complaint
Wednesday night at 111 Valley
Brook Ave., Bowling Green
Police Department spokesman
Officer Ronnie Ward said.

Police determined that no one
had been kidnapped, Ward said.

During the investigation, offi-
cers made contact with Kasim
Muratovic, 28, and performed a
safety sweep at his 111 Valley
Brook Ave. home.

While conducting the safety
sweep, officers could smell mari-
juana, Ward said. Officers asked
Muratovic for consent to search
the home, which he granted.

Police found a small amount of
Xanax, a burned marijuana ciga-
rette, a bong and a set of digital
scales, Ward said.

Investigators were told by the
person reported to have been kid-
napped that he was never held
against his will, Ward said.

However, officers found an
amount of money consistent with
an earlier ransom request inside a
juvenile’s car. Along with the
cash, police found a gun with an
altered serial number and marijua-
na, Ward said. 

The juvenile was charged with
possession of a defaced firearm,
trafficking in marijuana, third-
degree trafficking in a controlled
substance and possession of drug
paraphernalia, Ward said. The
juvenile, whose name was not
released, was taken to Warren
County Juvenile Detention Cen-
ter.

Muratovic was cited for third-
degree possession of a controlled
substance, possession of marijua-
na and possession of drug para-
phernalia, Ward said. Muratovic is
scheduled for an 8 a.m. March 15
court date in Warren District
Court.

Theft — On Feb. 7, a Hart
County grand jury indicted Alice
“Vonnie” Parker, 55, of Horse
Cave, on one count of theft by
unlawful taking over $10,000,
according to a news release from
the Kentucky State Police.

Parker is accused of stealing
jewelry from a home in Hart
County on June 23, according to
KSP Detective Laura Isenberg

and the release.
Parker was arrested Feb. 10 and

taken to Hart County Jail. Her
bond was set at $9,500.

Crime Stoppers –– The Bowl-
ing Green Police Department is
investigating the Jan. 24 burglary of
a storage facility at 139 Waffle
Court, off Russellville Road.

Sometime after 3 a.m., a thief
entered AASelf Storage and cut off
several locks from storage units.

Security photos show a man
wearing a white hooded sweat shirt,
jeans and white tennis shoes. The
man covered his face with a dark-
colored bandana. The thief was also
carrying a blue backpack and a
green duffle bag.

Before leaving the area, the man
cut the barbed wire and climbed a
fence belonging to Western Crane
Service, next door to the storage
facility. He stole a Milwaukee
metal cutting saw and a Hilti ham-
mer drill from Western Crane.

Anyone with information about
this crime or any other crimes could
be eligible for a monetary reward.
Call the South Central Kentucky
Crime Stoppers at 781-CLUE, toll
free at 866-842-CLUE or visit the
website at www.781CLUE.org to
provide anonymous information.

PRECIPITATION (inches)
As of 7 a.m.: 0.00
Total for month: 1.35
Avg. for month: 4.15
Total for year: 5.16
Avg. for year to date: 7.50 

SUNRISE/SUNSET
Sunset today: 5:34 p.m.
Sunrise tomorrow: 6:23 a.m.
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TEMPERATURES
Yesterday’s high: 67
Yesterday’s low: 45
High/low for year: 67/16
Record high: 79 in 1982
Record low: 4 in 1929

WEATHER CONDITIONS
Kentucky travel: 511
Tennessee travel: 800-342-3258
Weather radio: 162.400 FM
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ON THE MONEY
WEDNESDAY’S CLOSE

Grains futures mixed, livestock prices fall
CHICAGO (AP) — Grains futures traded mixed in

early trading today on the Chicago Board of Trade.
Wheat for March delivery fell 2.50 cents to $6.42 a

bushel; March corn rose 2.25 cents to $6.4050 a bushel;
March oats were unchanged at $3.1925 a bushel; while
March soybeans rose 4.75 cents to $12.77 a bushel.

Beef and pork futures fell on the Chicago Mercantile
Exchange.

April live cattle fell 0.85 cent to $1.3030 a pound;
March feeder cattle fell 0.62 cent to $1.5780 a pound;
while April lean hogs fell 0.62 cent to 89.70 cents a
pound.

Temperatures will reach the low to mid-70s today. Scattered
storms are possible tonight. There is a small chance of severe
storms, possible damaging winds, hail and an isolated tornado.
Temperatures are expected to cool down Friday and Saturday
with daytime highs in the upper 40s and low 50s. Some rain
showers are likely Friday with flurries at night. Sunday will bring
dry weather with plenty of sunshine and highs in the mid-50s.

Get the latest weather at 4:56, 5:56 and 10 p.m. on your local link, WNKY.

AFTERNOON UPDATE

Want weather updates on your mobile phone? Visit bgdailynews.com/mobile.html

TODAY FRIDAY SATURDAY SUNDAY MONDAY

73 | 41
Partly sunny.

51 | 29
Partly sunny, showers.

45 | 28
Sunny.

58 | 40
Mostly sunny.

55 | 40
Mostly cloudy.

RIVER & LAKE STAGES
Level  /  Pool

Barren River BG
6.60 ft.   28 ft.

Green River Woodbury
12.10 ft.   33 ft.

Barren River Reservoir
528.94 ft.  525 ft.

Nolin Lake Reservoir
492.59 ft.  490 ft.

STATE HIGHS & LOWS
Fort Campbell: 65/47
Fort Knox: 61/38
Frankfort: 60/36
Lexington: 59/40
London: 60/44
Louisville: 61/41
Owensboro: 62/42
Paducah: 65/46
Highs from yesterday, lows from 
past 12 hours, as of 7 a.m.

POLICE NEWS

Juvenile faces gun, drug charges
after police probe kidnapping claim

The business beat
A look at financial issues across the globe.

By SHOBHANA CHANDRA
Bloomberg News

WASHINGTON — Sales of previously
owned homes rose in January to the highest
level since May 2010 as investors took advan-
tage of lower prices to buy distressed properties.

Purchases climbed 4.3 percent to a 4.57 million
annual rate, less than forecast, from a revised 4.38
million pace in December that was slower than
previously estimated, a report from the National
Association of Realtors showed Wednesday in
Washington. Distressed properties made up the
largest portion of all purchases since April.

Almost one in four of all transactions was
made by investors. That’s helping to clear the
market of unsold properties and may stabilize
prices. While the threat of more foreclosures
risks slowing progress, housing may get a boost
from gains in employment and mortgage rates
that are near record lows.

“I don’t think we’re seeing a full-fledged recov-
ery in housing,” said Michelle Meyer, a senior
economist at Bank of America in New York. “Out-
side of investors and people wanting to buy dis-
tressed properties, the primary housing demand is
recovering much more gradually.”

Distressed sales, made up of foreclosures and
short sales in which the lender agrees to a trans-
action for less than the balance of the mortgage,
accounted for 35 percent of the total in January,
up from 32 percent a month earlier.

Investors accounted for 23 percent of pur-
chases last month, while cash transactions were
about 31 percent, about the same as a year ago.

The median forecast in a Bloomberg News
survey for January existing-home sales called
for a rise to 4.66 million. Estimates of the 74
economists surveyed ranged from 4.4 million to
4.91 million after a previously reported 4.61

million pace in December.
Existing home sales, tabulated when a contract

closes, climbed to 4.26 million last year from 4.19
million in 2010. Demand peaked at 7.1 million in
2005 during the housing boom. In 2008, sales
totaled 4.1 million, the least since 1995.

The number of previously owned homes on
the market dropped to 2.31 million, the fewest
since March 2005. At the current sales pace, it
would take 6.1 months to sell those houses, the
lowest since April 2006, down from 6.4 months
in December.

The median price of a previously owned
home fell 2 percent to $154,700 from $157,900
in January 2011, Wednesday’s report showed.
The median price dropped to $166,100 last year,
the lowest since 2002, from $172,900 in 2010.

Sales of existing single-family homes
increased 3.8 percent to an annual rate of 4.05
million. Purchases of multifamily properties,
including condominiums and townhouses, rose
8.3 percent to a 520,000 pace.

The fourth-warmest January on record may
have helped bring out homebuyers. The National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration report-
ed the average temperature was 36.3 degrees
Fahrenheit, 5.5 degrees above the 1901-2000
long-term average. The favorable conditions
helped spark Home Depot’s biggest sales gain
since the first quarter of 2004. The world’s
largest home-improvement retailer said yester-
day that receipts at stores open at least a year
climbed 5.7 percent in the three months ended
Jan. 29. Net income increased 32 percent, the
Atlanta-based company said.

Wednesday’s housing report showed contract
cancellations were reported by 33 percent of the
group’s members in January, the same as a
month earlier.

Elise Amendola/AP
A builder works on a new single-family home Feb. 13 in North Andover, Mass. U.S. homebuilders
are gradually growing more optimistic about the depressed housing market and believe homes
sales could pick up sharply this year. 

Distressed properties
help boost home sales

By PAN PYLAS
The Associated Press

LONDON — Markets were
subdued today as Greece pressed
ahead with reforms demanded by
its creditors in exchange for cru-
cial bailout cash and as tensions
rose in the Persian Gulf over
Iran’s nuclear program.

For weeks, markets have been
buoyant on signs of an improving
U.S. economy and indications that
Europe is sorting out its debt crisis
mess. Earlier this week, Greece
won its second massive bailout in
less than two years but it still
needs to clear some hurdles before
it can get its hands on the money
that will help it avoid defaulting
on its debts next month, when a
massive bond redemption is due.

A key step was taken after
Greece’s lawmakers approved a
bond swap that would shave $142
billion off the country’s privately
held debt.

The writedown to be imposed
on banks, pension funds and other
private holders of Greek govern-

ment bonds was agreed upon this
week by finance ministers from
the 17-member eurozone. The
meeting in Brussels also approved
a new $172 billion bailout to pre-
vent Greece from going bankrupt
and keep the country within the
euro area.

Beyond Greece, investors were
focusing on the risk that Iran
might close the crucial oil gate-
way of the Straits of Hormuz and
on another batch of U.S. econom-
ic data.

In Europe, the FTSE 100 index
of leading British shares was
down 0.1 percent at 5,912 while
Germany’s DAX fell 1.3 percent
to 6,757. The CAC-40 in France
was 0.5 percent lower at 3,431.

The euro, which has been
shored up by hopes that Europe’s
debt crisis is easing, was up 0.3
percent at $1.3284.

In the U.S., the Dow Jones
industrial average was down 0.2
percent at 12,906 while the broad-
er Standard & Poor’s 500 index
fell 0.3 percent to 1,354.

BOARD OF TRADE

WORLD MARKETS

Markets cautious with
continued Greek reform


