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Wet Weather Continues In Plains and East

Sunny Pt. Cloudy Cloudy

Low pressure will maintain rain and snow in the Northern Plains. 
Meanwhile, rain will persist to the north of frontal boundaries 
extending from the Midwest through the Mid-Atlantic. Finally, 
chances of wintry weather are expected in parts of the Northeast.
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Chicago
42° | 47°

Seattle
44° | 57°

San Francisco
50° | 65°

Los Angeles
56° | 79°

El Paso
55° | 87°

Houston
68° | 85°

Denver
39° | 61°

Billings
37° | 50°

Atlanta
60° | 88°

Miami
73° | 82°

Washington D.C.
44° | 55°

New York
37° | 58°Detroit

37° | 45°

Minneapolis
35° | 45°

FRANKFORT CONDITIONS

Yesterday’s high. . . . . . . 79
Yesterday’s low. . . . . . . . 50
Normal high  . . . . . . . . . . .70
Normal low.  . . . . . . . . . . 47
Record high. . . . . . 91(1915)
Record low.. . . . . . 29(1919)

Tonight

Local records

PRECIPITATION
Yesterday. ....................... 0.01
Month’s total. ................ 1.96
Normal month to date. .3.12
Year’s total. .................. 11.80
Normal year to date. ..14.05

SUNRISE/SUNSET
Sunset today .........8:27 p.m.
Sunrise tomorrow 6:46 a.m.
Sunset tomorrow .8:28 p.m.
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Tonight/Saturday
Saturday, April 28

City/Region
Low | High tempsForecast for

Paducah
58° | 80°

Memphis
65° | 82°

Nashville
59° | 83°

Louisville
54° | 74°

Chattanooga
61° | 84°

Knoxville
58° | 82°

Bristol
54° | 78°

Lexington
51° | 70°
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Tonight | Saturday
Low I High temperatures for the city and Kentucky region

Scattered showers and 
storms.

WEATHER Saturday

49˚
Scattered showers and 
storms.

74˚
47˚

Sunday

Mostly cloudy, 30% 
chance for storms.

63˚
48˚

Monday

Mostly cloudy, 30% 
chance for storms.

74˚
58˚

Tuesday

Mostly cloudy, 50% 
chance for storms.

78˚
62˚Summary of the week ahead:

Umbrellas up! Several chances for showers and storms.

BY MARTIN CRUTSINGER
AP ECONOMICS WRITER

WA SH I NGTON (A P) 
– The U.S. economy grew 
more slowly in the first three 
months of this year. Govern-
ments spent less, and busi-
nesses cut back on invest-
ment. But consumers spent 
at the fastest pace in more 
than a year.

The result suggests that 
the economy will continue to 
expand, slowly but steadily.

The Commerce Depart-
ment estimated today that 
the economy grew at an an-
nual rate of 2.2 percent in 
the January-March quarter, 
compared with a 3 percent 
gain in the final quarter of 
2011. But growth is expected 
to rebound to around 3 per-
cent for all of 2012 as stron-
ger job growth spurs more 
consumer spending.

Consumer spending ac-
celerated to an annual rate of 
2.9 percent in the first quar-
ter. The strength came from 
a second robust quarter of 
growth in auto purchases. 
Consumer spending is close-
ly watched since it accounts 
for 70 percent of economic 
activity.

Government spending fell 
at an annual rate of 3 percent 
in the first quarter. The big-
gest factor was a sharp drop 
in defense spending. All lev-
els of government are under 
pressure as they struggle to 
control budget deficits.

Chris Williamson, chief 
economist with the research 
firm Markit in London, 
pointed to a 2.1 percent an-
nualized drop in business 
investment as a “big disap-
pointment.”

He said the decline “serves 
as a reminder that business 
remains wary of expansion, 
given the uncertain eco-
nomic outlook.”

And investment in equip-
ment and software rose at 
just a 1.7 percent annual 
rate. That was the slowest 
pace since the Great Reces-
sion ended in mid-2009.

Businesses also restocked 
their shelves more slowly in 
the January-March quarter 
than in the October-Decem-
ber period. That, too, slowed 
growth.

Beth Ann Bovino, senior 
economist at Standard & 
Poor’s, says businesses might 
have cut back their spend-
ing when an investment tax 
break expired at the end of 
2011.

Some economists said 
they expect business in-
vestment to strengthen in 
coming quarters and help 
support stronger overall 
growth.

“The U.S. economic ex-
pansion continues at a mod-
est to moderate rate, with 
little momentum but should 
pick up somewhat later this 
year as business investment 

gets back on track,” said Sal 
Guatieri, chief U.S. econo-
mist at BMO Capital Mar-
kets

The 2.2 percent overall in-
crease in the economy in the 
first quarter marked the 11th 
consecutive quarter that the 
gross domestic product has 
expanded since the deep 
2007-2009 recession ended 
in June 2009. But the gains 
have been far below the usu-
al increases coming out of a 
deep recession.

GDP is the nation’s total 
output of goods and services, 
from cars and refrigerators 
to electricity to manicures.

A growth rate of 2.5 per-
cent or higher is considered 
good when the economy is 
healthy. But with 12.7 mil-
lion people unemployed, 
faster growth is needed to 
boost hiring. Under one rule 
of thumb, the economy must 
grow roughly 4 percent for a 
full year to lower the unem-
ployment rate, now 8.2 per-
cent, by 1 percentage point.

Trade was a slight drag 
on growth in the first three 
months of the year. U.S. 
manufacturers are finding it 
harder to sell products over-
seas because of Europe’s debt 
crisis and weaker growth in 
Asia.

The government makes 
three estimates of the GDP 
for each quarter. today’s 
was the first for the January-
March quarter.

Many economists predict 
growth will strengthen in 
the second half of this year 
because they think hiring 
will continue to improve. Job 
growth has helped drive the 
unemployment rate to 8.2 
percent in March from 9.1 
percent in August and given 
households more money to 
spend.

Joel Naroff, chief econ-
omist at Naroff Economic 
Advisors, thinks the econ-
omy will grow 3 percent for 
all of 2012. That would be 
nearly double the anemic 
1.7 percent growth in 2011. 
The economy expanded 3 
percent in 2010, the first full 
year of the recovery after the 
Great Recession officially 
ended in June 2009. In 2009, 
economic output had shrunk 
3.5 percent.

Last year began with signs 
of healthier growth. But then 
the economy endured a se-
ries of shocks. Gasoline pric-
es surged after political un-
rest triggered by the Arab 
Spring. The earthquake and 
tsunami in Japan slowed the 
flow of supplies to U.S. auto 
plants and other factories. 
And the European debt crisis 
and a standoff over raising 
the federal borrowing limit 
unsettled investors.

Gasoline prices have risen 
again this year. But the effect 
on consumer spending so far 
has been less.

U.S. growth slowed 
to 2.2% in 1st quarter


