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 T HANK  Y OU
 Joyce Perry and family would like to extend

 their heartfelt gratitude during the passing of Irvin Perry. 
 The many acts of kindness from family, friends

 and acquaintances is deeply appreciated.
 A special thanks to First Baptist Church for providing

 the meal after the funeral. Also, to Woody and
 Wanda Gash and Gash Memorial Chapel; Bro. Bob
 and Bro. Jeff; Hymns of Harmony; Neet Crouch;

 and all the honorary pallbearers.
 There are not enough words to express our sincerest

 thanks to everyone during this difficult time.
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Why take it to another town? KEEP IT IN YOUR HOMETOWN

“I’m very pleased,” said 
King, who represents Ander-
son County as part of the 55th 
District.

King said she remains “very 
optimistic” that she may be 
able to retain her seat, which 
was taken from her when 
House Democrats passed a 
redistricting plan that placed 
her Mercer County home just 
outside of the district.

“My lawyer friends say this 
is a very good sign, and that 
the judge wouldn’t have issued 
the delay if he didn’t think the 
case had merit.

“We feel very good about it.”
The delay came late in the 

afternoon and was preceded 
by a flurry of Republicans fil-
ing for King’s seat.

Anderson County Repub-
licans Dean Lickliter of Tracy 
Road filed Monday, and 
Charles David Randsdell of 
Whitney Drive and Charles 
“Marty” Terry of Harrodsburg 
Road each filed Tuesday. 

Democrat Kent Stevens, 
who lost the seat in 2010 to 
King, filed a week ago for the 
seat.

King joined a lawsuit filed 
by other House Republicans to 
overturn House Bill 1, a redis-
tricting plan that removed 
her from representing Mercer, 
Anderson and a portion of 
Spencer County by placing 
her Mercer County residence 
outside of the new district line. 
The district, under redistrict-
ing, now includes all of Spen-
cer and Anderson counties, 
and only a portion of Mercer.

The plan divides 28 coun-
ties and creates 246 precincts. 
Monday in Franklin Circuit 
Court, King and her attorneys 
said that’s too many, and added 
that the state’s Constitution 

allows only counties large 
enough to stand alone as dis-
tricts to be divided.

A GOP plan that was reject-
ed by the House would have 
split only 24 counties and 10 
precincts, GOP attorneys said.

King’s attorney, Victor 
Maddox, argued Monday that 
along with dividing too many 
counties, HB 1 exceeds the 
allowable 5 percent popula-
tion variance in at least one 
district, and violates the 
requirements that districts be 
contiguous.

Maddox used a map to show 
what he called “the Pulaski 
strip,” a small strip of land in 
Pulaski County used to con-

nect a district that ranges 
from Casey County to north-
ern Madison County.

He also referred to the 
“Laurel County zigzag,” a wan-
dering line on a map, which 
bisects Laurel County and con-
nects Jackson and McCreary 
counties.

David Tachau, an attorney 
representing Secretary of State 
Alison Lundergan Grimes, 
said she wasn’t arguing to 
“attack or defend” HB 1, only 
to protect the “status quo” and 
“process.”

The hearing Monday also 
involved state Sen. Kathy 
Stein, a Fayette County Demo-
crat who lost her seat in the 

Senate’s redistricting plan. 
Her attorney, Scott White, 
argued that voters in her 
district would be disenfran-
chised because the Senate plan 
moves her district from urban 
Lexington to northeastern 
Kentucky. He added that if 
the Senate plan is allowed to 
stand, voters in her current 
district would be represented 
by someone they didn’t elect, 
and that they would not be 
able to vote for a state senator 
for six years.

Circuit Judge Phillip Shep-
herd, who issued Tuesday’s 
ruling, will hear more argu-
ments on the lawsuits begin-
ning Monday, Feb. 6 in Frank-

lin Circuit Court, a day before 
his imposed filing deadline.

King said she has received 
tremendous support in her 
effort to retain her seat, partic-
ularly from Anderson County 
residents.

“I’ve had, by far, more 
aggravated comments coming 
from Anderson County folks,” 
she said. “Probably 80-20. My 
email, phone and Facebook 
page are just lit up.”

King said that kind of sup-
port from Anderson County is 
appreciated.

“I’ve worked really hard 
to convince my Anderson 
County and Spencer County 
families that I am their rep, 
too,” she said. “I don’t consider 
myself a resident of Mercer 
County; I’m a resident of the 
55th District, and I think they 
believe that.”

King, who said she would 
not seek election in her new 
district, said Tuesday she filed 
for re-election in the 55th 
District in November, and has 
every intention of running.

“My intentions are to run in 
the 55th District until I have 
no other recourse,” she said.

In other filings, incumbent 
Commonwealth’s Attorney 
Laura Donnell, a Republican, 
filed for re-election. No other 
candidates had filed as of 
Tuesday afternoon.

Incumbent state Sen. Julian 
Carroll, a Democrat who rep-
resents Anderson County filed 
for re-election. No other candi-
dates had filed as of Tuesday 
afternoon.

For US Congress, incumbent 
Democrat Ben Chandler filed 
for re-election, as did Republi-
cans Andy Barr of Lexington 
and Curtis Kenimer of Paris. 
Randolph Vance of Lexington 
filed as a write-in candidate.

Comment at theanderson-
news.com.
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State Rep. Kim King leaves Franklin Circuit Court on Monday after attorneys representing her argued against the 
House’s redistricting plan that forced her from her seat in the 55th District.


