
Members of the University of Louisville marching band play outside the KFC Yum! Center during Sunday’s unveiling of
the Denny Crum Hometown Hero mural nearby. A smaller version is in the foreground. JEFF SAINLAR/SPECIAL TO THE C-J

of the Courtyard by Marri-
ott Downtown Hotel. It is
the 20th Hometown Hero
mural installed by the
Greater Louisville Pride
Foundation, which was
formed in 2001. Other mu-
rals honorees include ath-
letes Muhammad Ali, Pee
Wee Reese, Darrell Grif-
fith and Paul Hornung; Su-
preme Court Justice Louis
Brandeis; and journalist
Diane Sawyer.

“I’m deeply honored,”
Crum said before the cere-
mony. It was especially
touching for him to see his
former assistant coach,
Scotty Davenport, now
coach of the Bellarmine
University Division II na-
tional basketball champi-
ons, and Jonathan Israel, a
manager for his teams, be-
side him in the mural.

The photo shows a larg-
er-than-life Crum standing
in front of his bench, his
trademark rolled-up bas-
ketball program in his left
hand. Crum is wearing a
natty sports coat, and just
behind him are Davenport
and Israel.

Davenport, who attend-
ed the ceremony during a
break in his team’s attempt
to defend its champion-
ship, said the high-profile
placement of Crum’s mu-
ral is well deserved.

“I worked with two
coaches at the University
of Louisville, coach Crum
and coach Pitino,” Daven-
port said, referring to cur-
rent Cardinals coach Rick
Pitino. While everyone
knows of the two men’s
coaching records, Daven-
port said, fewer know that
“they are two of the most
giving people I know.”

Mayor Greg Fischer
also emphasized Crum’s
community involvement
in his remarks at Sunday’s

ceremony, on a crisp,
bright afternoon in the pla-
za near the Courtyard by
Marriott.

He believes three is-
sues are priorities for the
community, Fischer said
— life-long learning, be-
coming a healthy city and
becoming an even more
compassionate city.

“Rarely do we get a tri-
fecta who does all those
things” in a community
leader, Fischer said. Crum,
he said, “is the poster
child” for all those quali-
ties.

When the mayor said
Crum won two national

championships and got to
the Final Four five times,
the crowd corrected him,
shouting “six times.”

As Crum got up and
walked to the speaker’s
stand, the crowd chanted,
“Denny, Denny, Denny,”
until the 74-year-old for-
mer coach, dressed in his
Cardinal red sweater, be-
gan speaking.

Crum, who has lived in
Louisville for 41 years,
said he is proud to be in the
company of other Home-
town Heroes.

“My wife and I try to do
everything we can to give
back” because Louisville

has been so good to them,
he said.

After Crum’s remarks,
former players Robbie
Valentine, Roger Burk-
man and Phil Bond spoke
about his impact on them
and their teammates.

“He’s a great man, a
great role model,” said
Bond, who played in the
early 1970s.

He recalled that when
UCLA Coach John Wooden
retired, everyone was
afraid Crum would leave
to take the helm of his alma
mater. But Crum remained
loyal to Louisville, Bond
said.

As the ceremony
wound up, Fischer gave
Crum a key to the city, and
the crowd sang a loud, hap-
py birthday to Crum, who
will be 75 on March 2.

Then the mayor led a
C-A-R-D-S cheer, and
Crum and many of those
who came to honor him,
crossed Main Street to at-
tend the U of L basketball
game against the Univer-
sity of Pittsburgh, which
the Cardinals fittingly
won.

Reporter Ben Zion Hershberg
can be reached at 812-949-
4032.
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clearly unconstitutional
based on a 1994 state Su-
preme Court ruling.

In retrospect, it ap-
peared during the court
hearing Friday that legisla-
tive leadership lost any
chance for a decision over-
turning or reshaping that
1994 ruling after lawyer
Sheryl Snyder argued that
the earlier ruling was too
limiting and the legislature
needed greater leeway in

drawing the lines.
That argument fell

apart when Chief Justice
John D. Minton made Sny-
der concede that, despite
knowing how the earlier
ruling limited the legisla-
ture for nearly two dec-
ades, there had been no at-
tempt to change the consti-
tution.

So, having gone 35 days
into a 60-day session, the
legislature is ready to get
to work on … wait a minute
… I’ll think of it in a second

… there’s got to be some big
issue hanging fire.

The Budget.
Other than that, there

really aren’t too many huge
issues.

It’s unlikely the Senate
will take up such House pri-
orities as granting nonvio-
lent felons who have paid
their debt to society the
right to vote.

House Speaker Greg
Stumbo appears to be flail-
ing, heavy-handedly, to
keep alive an effort to turn

the University of Pikeville
into a state college despite
opposition from other col-
leges and some politicians
in that area.

And the House isn’t like-
ly to approve Senate priori-
ties either — largely be-
cause the Senate doesn’t
have many priorities this
session.

It normally reserves the
lowest-numbered bill num-
bers for legislation Wil-
liams deems important,
and so far only Senate Bill1

has been filed — the next-
lowest bill number that’s
been used is Senate Bill 12.

Meanwhile, Beshear
doesn’t have a huge agenda
after the defeat of his con-
stitutional amendment on
gambling.

His next-biggest idea is
raising the dropout age
from 16 to 18, and that ap-
pears to be going nowhere
fast in the Senate.

More important for Be-
shear, the question is
whether or not his agenda

even matters.
Midway through his

fifth regular legislative
session, Beshear is at risk
of being the least success-
ful governor in at least 50
years in passing key legis-
lative proposals.

Still, with gambling and
redistricting out of the
way, the legislature can fi-
nally get down to important
business. We just don’t
know what.

Reach Joseph Gerth at (502)
582-4702 or at jgerth@courier-
journal.com. His column
appears Monday.
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The Vu is intended to
cater to the gay communi-
ty, he said.

Stinson said in an inter-
view that the club fre-
quently has events and
shows that attract people
from out of town who often
have trouble finding a
place to stay overnight, be-
cause hotels are filled with
visitors attending trade
shows and conventions.

He said the rooms are
expected to rent for $150 to
$175 a night, with hotel
amenities to include meet-
ing rooms, a lounge, a small
restaurant and a health fa-
cility.

Stinson and some other
investors he declined to
identify bought the build-
ing last year under the
name VOEB LLC. Stinson
said that is an acronym for
Vu on East Broadway.

Portions of the building
date to around 1860, ac-
cording to Jefferson Prop-
erty Valuation office rec-
ords. The building, a long-
time warehouse with four
floors, has a brick exterior
and more than 18,000
square feet of space. It is
assessed at $300,000 and
most recently was partly
occupied by an information
technology company.

Stinson said the site has
a surface parking lot that
forcan accommodate about
100 vehicles.

He said the construction
schedule is uncertain but
he hopes work can begin
this year. He said the pro-
ject does not need any ma-
jor approvals, such as re-
zoning.

Reporter Sheldon S. Shafer
can be reached at (502) 582-
7089.
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cussions late Sunday after-
noon. He said final deci-
sions have not been made
in any major areas such as
funding for schools, uni-
versities and debt for con-
struction projects.

He did say that, like Be-
shear, the House will not be
proposing tax increases as
part of the solution to the
budget problem. “I just
don’t think we have laid the
groundwork for those
things right now,” Rand
said .

Rand noted Beshear has
created a commission to
study tax reform. That
commission has been
asked to present its recom-
mendations late this year.

Rand said he expects his
committee, and then the
full House, will pass the
budget next week. It then
will go to the Senate, which
will make its changes. A
conference committee of
leading members of both
chambers will resolve dif-
ferences between the
House and Senate versions.

The budget is the state’s
plan for spending about
$19 billion in General Fund
revenues during the two-
year period that will begin
July 1.

Reporter Tom Loftus can be
reached at (502) 875-5136.
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While many local resi-
dents lived through the
1937 flood or grew up hear-
ing firsthand accounts, au-
thor Rick Bell offered
fresh insight into the event
that devastated the area,
during a presentation Sun-
day at the Howard Steam-
boat Museum in Jefferson-
ville, Ind.

Bell — author of “The
Great Flood of1937: Rising
Waters, Soaring Spirits” —
talked of the often-forgot-
ten fact that the Ohio River
was in flood along its en-
tire length all at the same
time. “That doesn’t hap-
pen,” he said. “It was a
thousand-year flood.”

“The reason people as-

sociate the 1937 flood so
strongly with (the Louis-
ville area) is WHAS Ra-
dio,” Bell said. Its signal
was so strong that people
in Europe listened to live
coverage of the flood, he
said.

“People were listening
in Nazi Germany and sent
donations. People got
caught up in it,” he said.

Sunday’s program,
called “Send A Boat! A
75th Anniversary Year Ob-
servance of the 1937
Flood,” was presented
courtesy of the Rivers In-
stitute at Hanover College.

Bell touched briefly on
legends that grew out of
the flood; such as “the fish
caught in the lobby of The
Brown hotel which nobody
can verify but everybody

believes.”
The museum setting

was appropriate for the
presentation since the for-
mer home of the Howard
family was itself a victim
of the flood, with water ris-
ing to 7½ feet on the man-
sion’s first floor.

Pieces of yellow tape
temporarily marked the
high-water level through-
out the museum.

“So many people said it
couldn’t happen to them,”
Bell said. “The water rose
so fast that there are sto-
ries of people going to bed
and stepping out next
morning into water.”

Held in the mansion’s
Moorish-themed parlor,
sometimes referred to as
the music room, the pres-
entation attracted 50 visi-

tors who filled the folding
chairs set up in the space
and spilled into the front
hallway.

“It fascinates me,” said
James Payne of Clarks-
ville. “I was born in Louis-
ville after the flood, but
my parents went through
it. The presentation was
very interesting and I en-
joyed it.”

Pat Eckert came from
St. Matthews to hear the
presentation.

“I remember my grand-
father telling me stories
about (the flood),” she
said. “My father rowed up
to my grandfather’s house
to take my mother out on a
date to dry land.”

Ruthann Hedges, 88,
still lives in the Jefferson-
ville home on Maple Street

that she and her family
evacuated during the flood
when she was 13.

“We had water18 inches
deep on the second floor,”
she said. “There’s still a lit-
tle bit of a ridge there. If
you tear into the walls you
can still find flood mud.”

In conjunction with the
program, the museum pre-
sented a photo exhibit of
images taken around the
Howard Shipyard and
mansion during the 1913
flood, the third-worst on
record at that time.

The photos were com-
piled by longtime museum
volunteer Jim Reising
from the collection of
more than1,500 glass-plate
negatives belonging to
Captain Jim Howard.

Edmonds J. Howard, a shipyard owner, is shown rowing through the front gates of his home, now the Howard Steamboat Museum in Jeffersonville,
Ind., during a flood in 1913. The photograph is part of a special exhibit at the museum.

Author recalls 1937’s flood
By Jenna Esarey
Special to the Courier-Journal

Time: 02-26-2012 21:34 User: ekalkowski PubDate: 02-27-2012 Zone: KY Edition: 1 Page Name: B 6 Color: CyanMagentaYellowBlack


