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The attorney whose lawsuit
forced the city to pay a legal set-
tlement for overtime owed to
firefighters wrote a letter to
Louisville Metro Council mem-
bers last week saying that the
city would be making a $10.8 mil-
lion mistake by settling a related
legal dispute with the Kentucky
Retirement Sys-
tems.

The letter
from Ann Oldfa-
ther comes as the
council’s Budget
Committee con-
tinues to consider
Mayor Greg Fi-
scher’s $10.8 mil-
lion settlement
offer to the KRS,
meant to cover in-
terest that the re-
tirement system
lost when the city
underpaid its con-
tributions for
nearly 1,000 fire-
fighters dating
back decades.

Steve Rowland, the city’s chief
financial officer, offered the set-
tlement earlier this month after
calculating the pension under-
payment for each year, and the
rate of interest the retirement
system earned on its investments
for each of those years, dating
back to 1985.

The retirement system had
initially demanded more than
$12 million, which was based on a
constant 8 percent return.

But Oldfather contends that
Rowland made a critical mistake
in his calculations — he did not
account for the retirement sys-
tem paying out benefits to the
firefighters from the money it re-
ceived.

“The city owes KRS nothing,”
Oldfather wrote in the Feb. 22 let-
ter. “KRS is being given the bene-
fit of all of the earnings on the
contributions through 2010, even
though it would have been paying
out increased benefits from those
contributions start-

Lawyer:
$10.8M
mistake
for city
Council is advised not
to accept pension deal
By Dan Klepal
dklepal@courier-journal.com
The Courier-Journal
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Rowland

James Adams took a course
on Islam at the University of
Kentucky because he wanted to
learn more about the back-

ground of the 9/11 attacks and
about the Muslim immigrants he
had lived near while studying in
Germany.

Then he kept taking classes
as his interest in Islam grew.

“In order to understand why
people do what they do in other

countries, we need to under-
stand the way they can think,”
said Adams, a 2009 graduate
from Maysville who ended up
minoring in Islamic studies.

Adams, who later worked for
the Peace Corps in predominant-
ly Muslim Kazakhstan and plans
graduate studies in diplomacy, is
typical of a growing trend in reli-

gious studies at state universi-
ties — where students focus on a
single religion.

Traditional religious-studies
programs at state universities,
most of which arose in the 1960s
and 1970s, generally cover such
topics as the philosophy of reli-

Single-religion studies grow at colleges in area
New approach aims to help students understand
By Peter Smith
psmith@courier-journal.com
The Courier-Journal
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Nancy Walker says she has
tried for 1½ years to find a job
after her former employer, a
marketing research firm,
closed in 2010.

“I have put in applications
everywhere,” she said.

So it surprised the 57-year-
old grandmother from Plea-
sure Ridge Park to hear that
the Louisville metro area
gained 20,000 jobs in 2011— the
most in a year since the 1990s.

Economists agree that,
while the local job market has

begun to bounce back, it still
has a long way to go in recover-
ing from the national recession
that officially ended more than
two years ago.

More than 56,000 people
were jobless as of December in
the 13-county metro area,
which includes Southern Indi-
ana. That’s nearly 60 percent
more than when the downturn
started four years ago.

Uric Dufrene, a business
professor at Indiana Univer-
sity Southeast who follows the
area’s economy, said it might

JOBS RECOVERY NOT
FAST ENOUGH FOR MANY

Uncle Maddio’s Pizza Joint owner Aaron Simpson starts a pizza while Steven Ware adds the toppings at the Highlands store, which opened
in November, helping add jobs in the area. Food-service hiring has been a bright spot in the region. JOHN ROTT/THE COURIER-JOURNAL

SOURCE: Seasonally adjusted establishments survey, Louisville-Southern Indiana MSA,
U.S. Department of Labor

STEVE REED/THE COURIER-JOURNAL
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LOUISVILLE-AREA JOBS UNEMPLOYED
Louisville-area
unemployed

-2.4% -3.3% -0.2%

3.4% 58.6%

Change
previous
December

Change
previous
December

626,200 611,000 590,800 589,800

609,800

56,243

35,451

Over 56,000 were jobless in December
across the region’s 13-county metro area
By Chris Otts
cotts@courier-journal.com
The Courier-Journal
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KABUL, Afghanistan — Demon-
strators hurled grenades at a U.S.
base in northern Afghanistan, and
a gun battle left two Afghans dead
and seven NATO soldiers injured
Sunday in the escalating crisis

about the burning of Muslim holy
books at an American airfield.

More than 30 people have been
killed, including four U.S. soldiers,
in six days of unrest. Still, the top
U.S. diplomat in Afghanistan said
the violence would not change
Washington’s course.

“Tensions are running very

highhere,andIthinkweneedtolet
thingscalmdown,returntoamore
normalatmosphereandthengeton
with business,” Ambassador Ryan
Crocker told CNN’s “State of the
Union.”

“This is not the time to decide
that we’re done here,” he said. “We
have got to redouble our efforts.
We’ve got to create a situation in
which al-Qaida is not coming
back.”

The attack on the base came a

day after two U.S. military advis-
ers—alieutenantcolonelandama-
jor — were found dead after being
shotintheheadintheirofficeatthe
InteriorMinistryintheheartofthe
capital.

One of the two advisers was
from Paducah, Ky. — Lt. Col. John
D. Loftis, 44 — the military said
Sunday.

Loftis, who was married with

Afghans hurl grenades at U.S. base
7 NATO soldiers injured in latest attack
since protests began over Quran burning
By Rahim Faiez
Associated Press

Afghan President Hamid Karzai
renewed his calls for calm Sunday
in an address to the nation. APSee AFGHANISTAN, Page A5
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6.3 Year Corporate Bond
Norton HealthcareTaxable Equivalent YTM
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!Offered at 104.125

Tax Free Municipal Bond

!Matures - July 15, 2018®

!4.958% YTM
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These announcements don’t constitute a solicitation of an offer, nor do they constitute an offer in any jurisdiction in which, or to any person to whom, it wouldn't be lawful to make such offers. An investment advisory account is required and the quoted yields do not reflect deduction of investment
advisory fees disclosed in Form ADV Part 2. The Norton Healthcare security is a 5.25% coupon rate Lou & Jeff Co KY Health Sys revenue bond. The interest is free from federal, state and local taxes to KY residents and is paid semi-annually. Taxable equivalent yield assumes a 35% federal and
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