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UK BASEBALL LOOKING TO TAKE NEXT STEP
 SPORTS      B1

Residents 
allowed back 
in W. Liberty
Area remains hazardous

Keen eyes on the students
Contract with Sheriff’s Office 
renewed with few changes

Unyielding budget may get vote today
Plan includes no cost of living adjustments for 200,000 state and municipal retirees

WEDNESDay
MaRch 7, 2012

WEEKLY POLL: Chickens in the city
Should city residents be allowed to raise chickens at home?
Yes, 59%  No, 40% Total votes: 277

Vote on state-journal.com or mark Yes q  No q and return

>>NATION, A3
On Super Tuesday, Mitt Romney pads his delegate count, 
and Rick Santorum demonstrates his strength.

>>LOCAL, A5
Bee lovers are about to swarm Frankfort.
Bee Friendly essay contest winners announced.

TONIGHT’S WEATHER
Mostly cloudy 
with a low of 52
WEATHER A8
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Dakota Keeton, 3, takes a rest on a temporary bed at morgan 
Central Elementary School as Red Cross provides the shelter in 
West Liberty monday.

by kEviN WhEatlEy
kwheatley@state-journal.com

An austere two-year bud-
get has cleared its first leg-
islative hurdle, passing the 
House Appropriations and 
Revenue Committee by a 26-
2 vote Tuesday.

The House could vote on 
the $19.5 billion biennium 
budget as early as today.

The executive branch 
spending plan includes no 
cost of living adjustments 
for some 200,000 state and 
municipal retirees. The 1.5 
percent increase would’ve 

totaled roughly $400 mil-
lion over the next two years, 
said Greg Rush, the Legisla-
tive Research Commission’s 
deputy director for budget 
review.

“By suspending the COLA 
that would take effect this 
July and next July, it should 

actually reduce the overall 
future unfunded liability by 
about $400 million,” he told 
the committee.

The Kentucky Retirement 
Systems, which oversees 
pension plans for state and 
local government workers 
and retirees, faced a $19.2 

billion unfunded liability in 
fiscal year 2011.

Tom Moore, president of 
the group Kentucky Pub-
lic Retirees, said legislators 
should have prefunded the 
increase, especially since 
some long-term retirees 
have come to depend on the 

annual COLAs.
“We are not happy with 

that decision, but it’s cer-
tainly better than putting 
another $200 million deficit 
in the retirement system,” 
Moore said, noting KRS 

see bUDgEt, a7

by DylaN lOvaN
associated Press

LOUISVILLE, Ky. (AP) –
Residents whose homes and 
belongings were destroyed 
by a massive tornado that 
smashed West Liberty last 
week were being allowed in-
to town Tuesday, but officials 
say the area remains hazard-
ous.

The EF-3 twister cut a 60-
mile path through the re-
gion, killing six people in 
Morgan County and four 
more in neighboring John-
son and Lawrence counties. 
The tornado continued an-
other 35 miles into West Vir-
ginia.

Vehicles coming into West 
Liberty will have to pass 
through a checkpoint, Ken-
tucky Department of Emer-
gency Management spokes-
man Buddy Rogers said.

“We don’t want them to 
overwhelm the community 
with too much traffic,” Rog-
ers said. He said residents en-
tering town should carpool 
and avoid unstable debris 
and damaged buildings.

West Liberty was one of 
the towns hardest hit by Fri-
day’s tornadoes that killed 
22 people in Kentucky. Three 
more tornadoes cut through 
the eastern part of the state, 
and a handful of smaller 
twisters struck in north-

ern Kentucky on Friday, the 
weather service said.

Word came Tuesday night 
that President Barack Obama 
declared a disaster area in 
Kentucky, releasing federal 
funding for people in seven 
affected counties – John-
son, Kenton, Laurel, Law-
rence, Menifee, Morgan and 
Pendleton. The White House 
and Gov. Steve Beshear said 
damage surveys are con-
tinuing, and more counties 
may be designated.

Assistance can include 
grants for temporary hous-
ing and home repairs, low-
cost loans to cover unin-
sured property losses and 
other forms of recovery as-
sistance.

Skies were clear and sun-
ny in West Liberty on Tues-
day, after two days of chilly 
weather and snowfall.

Banks in the small town 
opened up temporary loca-
tions Tuesday, and were al-
lowing cash withdrawals 

TOrNAdO rEcOvEry

| MOrE INSIdE
• a single tornado plowed 
through 49 miles of southern 
Indiana and northern 
Kentucky, killing 10 people 
in its path. See A8

see rEcOvEry, a8

by kathEraN WaSSON
kwasson@state-journal.com

J
ust a few days after a 
threat prompted po-
lice intervention and 
a lockdown at Frank-

lin County High School, 
officials have renewed the 
school district’s annual 
contract with the Sheriff’s 
Office for on-site security.

The contract ref lects 
minor changes from the 

current version, like set-
ting regular 8 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
working hours for the coun-
ty’s two school resource of-
ficers and giving their com-
puters easier access to on-
line crime reporting sys-
tems.

It also ups their daily 
schedule from 7.5 hours a 
day to 8. Sheriff Pat Melton 
told The State Journal that 
would put all his deputies 

by kaylEigh ZySkOWSki
kzyskowski@state-journal.com

A Frankfort woman 
flipped her car on Louis-
ville Road around 4 p.m. 
Tuesday, but she escaped 
without injury.

April Hyatt, 35, was trav-
eling up Louisville Hill 
about 200 yards above Sec-
ond Street when her right 
wheel left the roadway, 
and the white Nisan Altima 
went airborne, a respond-
ing officer said.

The car landed on the 

driver’s side – in front of a 
cutout in the cliff wall near 
a small waterfall – leveling 
a green road sign.

Emergency crews closed 
the two lanes leading up 
the hill for more than an 
hour while they worked to 
free Hyatt. She stood on her 
own once she was freed.

Hyatt was taken to 
Frankfort Regional Medical 
Center for precaution. Offi-
cials at the scene expected 
her to be sore without ma-
jor injury.

KAYLEIgH ZYSKoWSKI/KZYSKoWSKI@StAtE-jouRNAL.Com

the Frankfort Fire Department cleans up an overturned car tues-
day afternoon. the driver walked away unharmed.

Car flips, woman’s fine

HANNAH REEL/HREEL@StAtE-jouRNAL.Com                

Western Hills High School resource officer montey Chappell, with the Franklin County Sheriff’s office, keeps his eyes on students 
as they pass through the hallway between classes at the high school tuesday. 

HANNAH REEL/HREEL@StAtE-jouRNAL.Com                

Chappell, with the Franklin County Sheriff’s office, which 
provides on-site security for WHHS, talks with Patrick johnson 
between classes tuesday. see SEcUrity, a7


