
Test results: 
High schools must 

do a better job

The good news is that Ken-
tucky’s 8th- and 10th-
graders showed

improvement on tests measuring
their readiness for college, albeit
only slightly.

e bad news is that unless
they showed marked improve-
ments in their test scores a high
percentage of these eighth-
graders and high school sopho-
mores are going to have to take —
and pass — non-credit remedial
classes before they can enroll in
college courses that will earn
credit toward graduation. at is
certain to increase both the cost
and the amount of time it will take
for them to earn a college degree.

e Kentucky Department of
Education recently released the
scores for the EXPLORE and
PLAN tests taken in 2011 by tens
of thousands of public school stu-
dents in the state. e two tests
measure English, math, reading

and science. Between 2010 and
2011, scores either remained the
same or showed incremental in-
creases, the department’s figures
show. ...

Both tests were developed by
ACT Inc., the company whose col-
lege entrance exam is taken by
millions of high school students
across the country, including
Kentucky. eir ACT scores ulti-
mately will decide which students
will have to pass a remedial class
before they can enroll in a college
class for credit.

e remedial classes that teach
what the students should have
learned in high school have be-
come a real cash cow for colleges,
particularly the state’s community
and technical colleges.

Since students pay the same tu-
ition for those non-credit classes
as they do other classes, the reme-
dial classes raise needed revenue
for the colleges. Since enrollment
at the community and technical
college is open to all high school
graduates in the state, the two-
year colleges attract more low-
performing students than the
regional universities that can limit
enrollment. 

However, while the remedial
classes help the schools pay the
bills, they do little to improve
graduation rates, as many reme-
dial students drop out before
earning a degree or certificate.

However, the real message
from the latest round of EXPLORE
and PLAN tests is that the state’s
high schools must do a much bet-
ter job of preparing young people
for college and the workforce.
at means the test scores must
improve by a lot. Slight improve-
ments are not acceptable.
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Mallard Fillmore

WASHINGTON — A
barbershop quartet
performed for par-

ticipants of the
American Israel
Public Affairs
Committee con-
vention as they
rode the escala-
tors to Monday’s
meeting of the
pro-Israel lobby.
But once inside

the hall, the AIPAC attendees
heard the sound of war drums.

“Iran’s nuclear program con-
tinues to march forward,”
Prime Minister Benjamin Ne-
tanyahu told the crowd of thou-
sands Monday night. “My
friends, Israel has waited pa-
tiently for the international
community to resolve this
issue. We’ve waited for diplo-
macy to work. We’ve waited for
sanctions to work. None of us
can afford to wait much longer.
As prime minister of Israel, I
will never let my people live in
the shadow of annihilation.” 

It’s beginning to feel a lot like
2003 in the capital. Nine years
ago this month, there was a
similar feeling of inevitability —
that despite President George
W. Bush’s frequent insistence
that “war is my last choice,” war
in Iraq was coming. Now Israel
is moving toward a pre-emptive
strike on Iran’s nuclear pro-
gram, and American leaders
are coming before AIPAC this
week to give their blessings. 

“e president has said he
doesn’t bluff and neither can
we in Congress," said inde-
pendent Sen. Joe Lieberman of
Connecticut, a pro-Israel hawk
serving his final year in the Sen-
ate. 

“e Iranian regime must
hear a message from us, and we
must state it loud and clear: Ei-
ther you peacefully negotiate
an end to your illicit nuclear ac-

tivities or they will be ended for
you by military attack.” 

e lights went up and thou-
sands of conference attendees
leapt to their feet. 

As always, there are the ritual
affirmations of solidarity with
the Jewish state, and the usual
shows of lobbying might
(“largest gala ever!”). But there
has been little talk about the
Palestinian conflict at the gath-
ering this year, and the usual
domestic political chatter about
which side is more pro-Israel
has been eclipsed by a shared
sense that war is coming — and
probably soon. 

President Obama, who used
his address to warn Iran that he
wasn’t bluffing about the possi-
bility of a pre-emptive strike,
repeated his threat while sitting
in the Oval Office on Monday
with Netanyahu. “My policy
here is not going to be one of
containment,” he said. “My pol-
icy is prevention of Iran obtain-
ing nuclear weapons. And as I
indicated yesterday in my
speech, when I say all options
are at the table, I mean it.”
Obama spoke of the standoff
with Iran entering “a series of
difficult months, I suspect, in
2012.” 

Whatever private misgivings
Obama may have about a strike
on Iran, his rhetoric this week
could easily be considered a
green light for Israeli action.
And if Obama is flashing a
green light, Israel’s advocates in
Congress are waving a starter’s
flag. Meanwhile, Mitt Romney,
in an op-ed written for Tues-
day’s Washington Post, called
for expanding aircraft carrier
presence in the region. 

Senate Minority Leader
Mitch McConnell, R-Ky., told
the AIPAC gathering on Mon-
day night that Obama needs
more of a “clear, declaratory
policy” toward Iran. “If Iran at

any time begins to enrich the
uranium to weapons-grade
level or decides to go forward
with a weapons program, then
the United States will use over-
whelming force to end that pro-
gram.” 

at’s not a controversial
statement at the AIPAC confer-
ence, where attendees admired
an armored personnel carrier, a
surface-to-air missile and a
model of an Israeli drone. To
those who oppose military ac-
tion against Iran, Netanyahu of-
fered a 1944 exchange of letters
between the World Jewish Con-
gress, which pleaded with the
United States to bomb
Auschwitz but was rebuffed.
“My friends, 2012 is not 1944,”
the prime minister said. “Never
again will the Jewish people be
powerless.” 

e question at AIPAC
seemed to be less about
whether a strike would occur
than whether the United States
would participate, and when it
would happen. Lieberman,
calling the Iranian threat “more
serious than anything faced by
the United States and Israel”
during his time in office — a
claim that would include al-
Qaeda and Iraq — pressed for
an “iron-clad” resolution: “e
United States will prevent Iran
from acquiring a nuclear-
weapons capability, by peaceful
means if we can, but with mili-
tary force if we absolutely
must.” e AIPAC participants
roared their approval. 

Lieberman said that waiting
until Iran gets the bomb would
be too late: “e days of the
despotic regime that now rules
Iran must be numbered.”

If the war talk this week is
any indication, the days may be
numbered in the double digits. 

Dana Milbank’s email address is
danamilbank@washpost.com.
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DHS intersession
deemed a success

Dear Editor,
On behalf of the students and

staff at Danville High School, I
would like to express sincere grat-
itude to the members of the
Danville community who part-
nered with us to make Intersession
2012 a tremendous success. Stu-
dents were responsible for design-
ing their own college and career
readiness plan for the week, and
many of those plans involved both
the local and larger community.

Our students discovered that
everyone was willing to help! From
attorney Stephen Dexter to our
hospital and local veterinarians to
police officers as well as many,
many others, everyone gave an en-
thusiastic, “Yes!” when our stu-
dents asked if they could spend
time learning from them.

Already, we are working to plan
Intersession 2013! In the mean-
time, we are collecting our stu-
dents’ reflections, pictures and
video clips on our Intersession
website at www.dhsintersession.
org.

We would also like to invite
everyone to our Celebration of
Learning at Danville High School
on ursday, March 15, from 5-7
p.m. is is a fantastic opportunity
for our students to showcase some
of their very best work, including
Intersession projects. We hope you
will join us!

Again, many thanks for helping
to make Intersession 2012 a great
success for our students. It is so
nice to be part of a community
where kids, our most valuable re-
source, really are first!

Carmen Coleman, Ph.D.
Danville superintendent
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Needed: Constitutional,
not situational, restraint
Ever since John Adams,

America’s second presi-
dent, tried to force indi-

vidual states to
deport some non-
citizens and punish
“seditious lan-
guage” unfriendly
to his administra-
tion, Washington
has encroached
upon individual
states’ sovereign

power. 
Granted, Adams was doing his

best to help a new nation that, lit-
erally, was in survival mode. Had
the Pew Research Center existed
during his time, it would have of-
fered poll after lopsided poll ex-
pressing solid doubt about
whether this fledgling experiment
in representative republicanism
would ever make it even to the
19th century. 

Still, in these early days,
Adams’s Alien and Sedition Acts
of 1798 marked the beginning of a
continual endorsement of the
need for constitutional — not sit-
uational — restrictions on the
federal government’s power.
Nowhere did the Constitution
grant the right for such “acts.” 

Fortunately, early Americans
rebelled and prevented imple-
mentation of these crisis-driven,
but unconstitutional, policies. 

But marginalizing the Consti-
tution was not an activity re-
served for occurrence “back in
the day.”

Today, we wonder where
Washington gets off mandating
that individual sovereign states,
including the commonwealth of
Kentucky, force citizens to adhere
to mandates of a federal health-
care plan. 

It certainly isn’t allowed by the
10th Amendment, which states:
“e powers not delegated to the
United States by the Constitution,
nor prohibited by it to the States,
are reserved to the States respec-
tively, or to the people.”

I see nothing in that about the
federal government having the
right to implement an individual
health-insurance mandate. Do
you?

I also don’t find allowance for
unelected Environmental Protec-
tion Agency bureaucrats denying
private-property owners the right
to mine coal on their own land. In
fact, I don’t discover justification
even for the EPA’s existence in the
first place. 

Also missing is the EPA’s right
to deny the same kind of permit
for mining in eastern Kentucky
that it allowed in western Ken-
tucky. What’s up with that? 

is agency is so out of control
it’s incapable of even being an
equal opportunity constitutional
offender. 

As I read the Constitution
again, I also found no justifica-
tion for Washington’s educational
dictates to states. 

Even our recent experience
should tell us that, as Washing-
ton’s No Child Left Behind be-
came “No Missed Opportunity to
Leave Constitutional Principles
Behind.”

What I did find was the Ninth
Amendment that refers to the
“enumeration” of the federal gov-
ernment’s rights — which, by
very definition, means “limited.”

Apparently there is a problem
with how “limited” is interpreted.
Politicians who favor big-govern-
ment solutions to our challenges
think “limited” is a luxury af-
forded only when circumstances
allow rather than a necessity for
faithful adherence — no matter
what current events may be
swirling around us.  

Viewed through those situa-
tional lenses, it’s amazing how
rare that luxury exists in the
minds of some, and how often
crises demand constitutional
adultery. 

So Washington’s policy pimps
justify their unconstitutionally-il-
licit activity of forcing Americans
to surrender their freedoms by
exploiting the latest calamity: our
kids are falling behind other
countries’ students; evil health-
insurance companies won’t cover
pre-existent conditions; a rare
shrimp is in that water. 

To justify their “seditious” leg-
islation and not allow a good cri-
sis to waste away, Adams and the
federalists in the early Congress
pointed to the panic occurring
over the French Revolution’s
reign of terror as justification to
put America’s enemies on a de-
portation “list.” 

If a patriot like Adams, who
risked his life to sign America’s
founding documents, could be
tempted to get off the tracks and
encroach upon constitutionally
protected state powers, what
might happen with a collectivist
who seems to be restrained very
little by those documents? 

What might happen with a
president and his bureaucracy
whose modus operandi is to
never waste a crisis — especially
when the restraint of having to
campaign for reelection is gone?

Jim Waters is president of the Blue-
grass Institute, Kentucky’s free-market
think tank. Reach him at jwaters@free-
domkentucky.com.
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