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Endorsing Bryan
Kendrick Bryan is running

for state representative and he
is offering something we need
in Frankfort: the truth.

The first-time candidate is a
local teacher and a graduate of
Hardin County Schools and
Western Kentucky University.
Bryan is competing in the
Democratic primary.

Bryan, 24, has strong ties to
many communities because he
attended Sonora Elementary,
East Hardin Middle School,
Central Hardin High School
and WKU-Elizabethtown.

Bryan also displays bold
leadership by opposing politi-
cal action committees and spe-
cial interest groups. I wish
more candidates followed his
lead in this effort.

Bryan will fight for educa-
tion. He is a substitute teacher
and he is completing a second
degree in school counseling.
He has fought in Frankfort for
students before, and I know he
will fight for students as an
elected leader. I also support
his promise of sponsoring es-
say contests and spelling bees.

The candidate is an advo-
cate of transparency, and in-
cumbents can learn from
Bryan’s platform. Kentucky
needs open hearings regarding
the budget and redistricting. If
reform does not occur, our leg-
islators will continue the costly

streak of having special ses-
sions.

The last special session cost
more than $300,000. If Frank-
fort is serious about fiscal re-
straint, legislators need to fol-
low Bryan’s plan. Their way is
not working and our officials
need to start getting results in
general sessions.

All of that money spent on
the last special session could go
to the creation of jobs here in
the great commonwealth of
Kentucky.

I also support Bryan be-
cause he opposes legislative
feuds and rivalries. Kentuck-
ians are suffering, and Bryan
understands we need collabo-
ration and civility to create jobs
and focus on solutions. Bryan
understands that arguing
across the isle will not allow
Kentucky to take a step for-
ward, and for that he is willing
to work with all of his col-
leagues, in order to make the
Bluegrass even greater.

On May 22, your vote can
Enhance the Heartland. Vote
for Kendrick Bryan.

Cain Alvey
Bowling Green

Support Bryan in May 
The Kentucky General As-

sembly concluded the 2012
general session without solu-
tions to redistricting or budget-

ing procedures. The group
failed to pass a road plan. Gov.
Steve Beshear then called for a
special session. A new caliber
of Representative is needed in
Frankfort.

Kendrick Bryan will address
these issues, but to do so he
needs your support in the
Democratic primary on May
22. Bryan is a graduate of
Hardin County Schools and
Western Kentucky University
and is completing a Master’s
degree at WKU-Elizabeth-
town. It is through my experi-
ences at WKU I have come to
know Kendrick. He is intensely
devoted to public service — to
this I can attest, given his years
of fighting for student issues
there and in Frankfort. 

The first-time candidate has
called for Kentucky to create a
nonpartisan redistricting com-
mission to hold public hear-
ings. He feels state budgets
should not be discussed and
created behind closed doors.
The budget funds vital aspects
of government and discussion
should be encouraged. Bryan is
a teacher and an opponent of
political action committees and
special interest groups. He re-
fuses contributions from the
groups and is not competing
for their endorsements. Bryan’s
campaign should be com-
mended for focusing on the is-

sense almost weekly
an individual, organi-
zation, company or
government some-

where in the United States
publicly apologizes for do-
ing something wrong.

A few public apologies
during just the last two
weeks: Democratic strate-
gist Hilary Rosen apolo-
gized to Ann Romney for
saying she had never
“worked a day in her life.”
Richard Land, a Southern
Baptist leader, said he
erred in accusing President
Barack Obama and other
black leaders of exploiting
Trayvon Martin’s death for
political gain. Acura, the
luxury carmaker, apolo-
gized for seeking a “not
too dark” black actor for
an ad. And most notably,
Defense Secretary Leon
Panetta acknowledged to
Afghanistan that U.S. sol-

diers were wrong to have
posed in 2010 for photo-
graphs with the maimed
bodies of dead Afghan in-
surgents.

As an undergraduate
studying American history,
I became interested in the
culture of apology, espe-
cially public ones to
abused and marginalized
minority groups. I won-
dered if we overestimate
the power of such mea cul-
pas.

Aaron Lazare, author of
“On Apology,” defines
“apology” as “an en-
counter between two par-
ties in which one party, the

offender, acknowledges re-
sponsibility for an offense
or grievance and expresses
regret or remorse to a sec-
ond party, the aggrieved.
Each party may be a per-
son or a group or a larger
group, such as a family, a
business, an ethnic group,
a race or a nation. The
apology may be private or
public, written or verbal
and even, at times, nonver-
bal.

President Ronald
Reagan signed legislation
in 1988 apologizing for the
internment of about
120,000 Japanese-Amer-
icans following the 1941
Pearl Harbor attack. The
legislation said govern-
ment actions were based
on “race prejudice, war
hysteria and a failure of
political leadership.” The
government eventually dis-
bursed more than $1.6 bil-

lion in reparations to the
victims and their heirs.

In 2010, Congress
passed a bill apologizing to
American Indians. The bill
stated in part that the gov-
ernment apologizes “on
behalf of the people of the
United States to all Native
Peoples for the many in-
stances of violence, mal-
treatment, and neglect in-
flicted on Native Peoples
by the citizens of the
United States.” The bill
also asks Americans “to
move toward a brighter fu-
ture where all the people
of this land live reconciled
as brothers and sisters, and
harmoniously steward and
protect this land together.”

Several months after
Obama became our first
black president, Congress
grudgingly approved a for-
mal resolution apologizing
for the “fundamental injus-

tice, cruelty, brutality and
inhumanity of slavery” of
black Americans. The leg-
islation also apologized for
Jim Crow, the separate-
but-equal system that fol-
lowed emancipation. Un-
like the Japanese legisla-
tion, the bill for blacks did
not include reparations,
still a major issue for mil-
lions of blacks.

During a White House
ceremony in 1997, Presi-
dent Bill Clinton apolo-
gized for the government’s
role in the Tuskegee Syph-
ilis Study. From 1932 to
1972, 399 black sharecrop-
pers in Alabama were de-
nied treatment for syphilis
by physicians of the U.S.
Public Health Service.
With survivors of the study
and their families present,
Clinton addressed the
racial animus and mistrust
the experiment caused.

“We can look you in the
eye,” he said, “and finally
say on behalf of the
American people, what the
United States government
did was shameful, and I
am sorry.”

Just last year, North
Carolina apologized for
sterilizing an estimated
7,600 young black victims,
from 1929 to 1973, who
had been deemed “unfit to
procreate” by the state’s
eugenics board.

Have these apologies
succeeded?

Lazare writes that
“many offenses are experi-
enced as assaults on the of-
fended party’s self-respect
or dignity, and so a suc-
cessful apology must some-
how restore these vital as-
pects of the self in order to
heal.”

BILL
MAXWELL

The Hardin County Farmers’
Market Inc. opened earlier this
month, ready to put a personal
touch on food shopping.

Setting up a few weeks earli-
er this year, market members
saw a demand for foods that
don’t depend on the growing
season and thought a head start
would help build lasting interest
in the market.

Located at Leitchfield Road
and Peterson Drive in Eliza-
bethtown, the market includes
about 30 members, a mix of
farmers and gardeners. For
now, it’s open from 7 a.m. to
noon Saturdays.

Vendors started the season
with baked goods and eggs.
When the time is right, they
will man tables and tables full
of berries, lettuce, corn, toma-
toes, flowers and more, beckon-
ing guests to wander through
the goods, taking in the sights
and smells of spring and sum-
mer.

Farmers markets are a great
way to supplement weekly
shopping, but picking up fresh
foods from a local farmer is
much more than grocery shop-
ping. It’s an event, rather than
an errand. It’s like comparing a
slow Saturday at a craft festival
to a quick stop at a department
store.

There’s a sense of adventure,
it’s a hunt, it might turn out to
be educational and it certainly
can be a social occasion.

“It’s just festive,” one shop-
per said at the start of the 2011

season.
Some Hardin County

Farmers Market members say
the atmosphere is one of the
most enjoyable parts of the
business. It’s meeting new peo-
ple and old friends, swapping
recipes, helping out.

As Mary K. Bangers said of
the members, everyone’s like
family and that’s why people
keep coming back. She and her
husband have been selling food
at the market for about five
years and the retiree looks for-
ward to greeting shoppers more
than making some cash, she
said.

And shoppers appreciate
knowing who’s behind their
food, President Brenda Thomas
said.

There’s merit in buying local,
merit in supporting local farm-
ers and, as any health report
will tell you, merit in taking
more interest in your food, es-
pecially the types available at
such markets.

Hardin County is fortunate
to have access to local produce
at several venues throughout
the community, including a
large, regular farmers market
that makes shopping an enjoy-
able experience.

Fresh food and
fun on display

Public apologies can’t heal all wounds
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