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LOOKING BACK 

ON THIS DATE IN 1501, a 
world map produced hy 
Gennan cartographer Mar
tin Waldsecmueller con
lained the first recorded use 
of the term ~America, ~ in 
honor of Italian navigator 
Amerigo Vcspucci. 

IN HARDIN COUNTY 
30 YEARS AGO, the Rad

clifT Woman's Club heard 
the history of Radcliff a\ a 
meeting. Dr. Marion T. 
Logsdon spoke, giving the 
history of the town begin
ning in 1810. It started as 
the village of Slithton and 
later was named for a Maj. 
Radcliffe of Fort Knox. 
Radcliff officially was incor
porated in 1956. 

20 YEARS AGO, Ray Story, 
deputy superintendent for 
Hardin County Schools, 
called for the county a.nd 
city school districts to be 
merged and for the Eli7.3-
belhlown superintendent to 
run it. He asked that the 
Hardin County Board of 
Education put on hold a de
dsion to hire a new superin
tendent and full considera
tion be given to naming the 
Elizabethtown superinten
dent as the superintendent 
of the merged districl.'l. 
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LOCAL NEW S AND NOTE S FROM AROUND KENTUGKIANA 

E'town police conSidering unit 
Louisville Metro 

would provide dog, 
training at no charge 

By MARTY FINLEY 
mf,nley~~te'Pri ... ""m 

The Elizabethtown Police De-
partment soon may have a four
legged ally in il.'l battle to sift out 
dru~. 

EI'D I'olice Chief Tmy Schil· 
Ie. proposed creation of a canine 
Wllt in the department to assist in 
dmg enforcement. 

Schiller said the program's 
benefits include access to an effcc· 
tive tracking asset bt.-cause of a 
dog's extraordinary sense of 
smell, which can help locate drugs 
or missing persons, &hiller 
added. 

Hardin County Sheriff Charlie 
Williams said his office has had 
two canines in the past that were 
beneficial in dmg seizures and 
search and rescue siruations. 

William .... recalled one situation 
in which a dog and its handler 
were able to locatc a missing per· 
son who suffered from Alzheim
er's. 

"That one instance made it all 

worthwhile for us," Williams said. 
~But it is a monumental undertak· 
ing for any depal1ment to take on 
and I applaud Tracy for doing it. M 

Williams said his office phased 
out il!s canine program after part· 
nering with Nelson County for 
use of a dog. Williams said the 
first dog retired with it.<; halldler 
and the second dog died sudden· 
ly. 

Schiller has been working with 
Louisville Metro Police Depart. 
ment on the project. He said 
Monday the partnership should 
drastically reduce startup costs if 
the city pursues the idea. A dog 
alone can cost $10,000 and tn";n· 
ing, equipment and kennels can 
push costs to around $43,000, 
Schiller said. 

Schiller said LMPD would give 
EPD a dog at no charge. 1~\1PD 
plans to retire the dog in mind but 
it still h~ aroWld three service 
ycars left.. LMI'D also would offer 
access to a training academy and 
a mobile kennel insert for a patrol 
car at no charge, which would re' 
duce cosl.'l further, Schiller said. 

Asked if LM I'D u looking for 
something in rerum, Schiller said 
EPD would be making no com· 
mitments. 

~The way they see it, we are all 
trying to accomplish the same 

FINDING FINGERPRINTS 

tasks. n he said. 
Schiller said the city would 

need to purchase rome equipme1l1 
and a kennel to be installed at a 
handler's home, but the city could 
modify a vehicle to accommodate 
the dog. There also is the option 
of purchasing a kelUlel for the de
partment, but he did not recom
mend the city make the purchase 
at this time. 

In total, he estimated the city 
could launch the program for 
$2,000 or less and annual costs for 
veterinarian services, training and 
food would be around $2,000. 
Schiller said local businesses offer 
grants the city may pursue to off· 
set the cost further. 

Lt. Danny Assef of the LMPD 
canine unit said the department's 
dogs are dual.purpose, trained for 
patrol and dnlg enforcement. 
Once a dog ages, he said, the in· 
tensive training for patrol takes a 
toll on their bodies, which forces 
retirement. In those cases. the dog 
stays with il.'l handler or the de· 
partment finds the dog a suitable 
home with another department 
that can use it for drog seizures. 

The department has given ca· 
nines to law enforcement agencies 
in La Grange and Harrison Coun· 
ty, Ind. , Assef said, but said the 
agency must file a formal request 

for the dog with LM I'D. 
Assef said the cmline unit has 

been a valuable asset for L.M I'D 
because it proVides another layer 
of protection for offi(ers when 
dealing with dangerous situations. 
Dogs also are trained to ferret out 
drugs strategically hidden from 
police. 

~(Drog dealers) know the bet
ter they conceal it the beller 
chance they have of getting from 
point A to point B,~ hc said. 

Because the dog is older, Schil
ler reiterated EI'D only would use 
it for drug seizures and enforce· 
ment. 

A number of competent offi· 
cers stepped fOIWard and ex
pressed interest in becoming hall
dlers, he added, and the th ree 
years would give the department 
and the city time to as!iCS~ the pro
gram and determine if it is an C1\. 

deavor worthy of more time and 
effort_ 

Schiller also said EPD would 
be one of the only agencies in the 
county outside of Kentucky State 
Police with a canine. The city 
could implement a policy regulat. 
ing the use of the dog by other 
agencies. 

MMty flnJ~y un be 
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DAILY BRIEFING 
ELIZABETHTOWN 

ECTC graduation 
set for May 7 

Elizabethtown Commu· 
nity mid Technil:al College's 
47th annual 
commence· 
menl cere· 
mony is 
sch eduled 
for 7 p.m. 
May 7 in the 
gymnasium 
at Central 
Hardin High SHELMAN 
&hool 

About 220 grdduates are 
expected to participate. 

Thoe teehnlques 01 findll'l, and tlftln' fin,erprinu from crime .cene eYklencels demonstrated Monday nl(ht b)' DeteetlYe 
Craig Jaquln of tllfl Radcliff Police Oel"'rtment as I"'rt 01 tllfl Citizens Police Academy. Fifteen pBOple are enrOlled In 
RPD·s sl~tto annual pfOiram. which meets weekly In the Radcliff Flre Oepartme!lt·s tllltnt"" room. 

The featured speaker is 
Mary Shelman. director of 
Harvard Business School's 
Agribusiness Program. 
which includes an agribusi
ness seminar for leaders of 
the world's top food and 
agribUSiness firms. Shelman 
is a 1979 graduate of Eliza
bethtown Community Col
lege and a distinguished 
alumni. 

[erC's graduation is 
open to friends and family 
of graduating students. Im
mediately follr:>wing the cer' 
emony there 1.'1 a rC(;eptlon 
in the cafeteria. 

Former lawn care operator, BBB 'Bad 
Guy', sentenced to seven years in prison 

By SARAH BENNE'IT 
menne,,@tl!eoew><oterprl>e .eom 

Donald Simoneit J r., former 
owner of Hard in County Lawn 
Care and one of the Better Busi· 
ness Bureau's ~Bad Guys 2011,~ 
was sentenced tuesday to seven 
years in prison in Hardin Circuit 
Court. 

Simoneit, 44, was the subjC(;t of 
three circuit court cases, all of 
which were related to his lawn care 
service. In March, he pleaded 
guilty to five counts of theft-related 
felony charges and an amended 
charge of se.::ond·degree persistent 
felony offender. 

On TueKlay,Judge Ken How· 
ard sentenced the Cecilia resident 
to seven years for each felony 

charge. All arc to be served con' 
currently for a total of seven years. 

However, Howard said the sen· 
lence would run conse.::uti\'e with 
any other sentence in this or any 
other jurisdiction. Court records 
indicate Simoneit has pending 
felony cases in Madison and 
Breckinridge counties. 

The Commonwealth's Attomey 
Office still u detemlining restitu· 
tion in the case. How.trd said Si· 
moneit will be required to make a 
payment in each of the three cases. 

Before completing the sentenc
ing hearing, the judge commented 
on Simoneit's five prior felony 
convictiOn! and criminal history 
that exceeds 10 pages. Most of the 
offenses are theft-related misde
meanors. 

Simoneit was acC\lS(.>(] of charg
ing customers in advance for lawn 
care but failing to complete the 
work after accepting payment. 

An indictment returned in 
December alleged Simoneit took 
more than $10,000 from one cus· 
tomer that was intended to be used 
to constnlct a retaining wall and 
ground cover. Instead, the business 
owner ~dealt with tlle money as his 
own and failed to make re<juired 
paynlents or disposition of 1lI0n
ey,~ the court documcnt says. 

Accordingto the BBB, Simoneit 
was listed as No. 6 on ilS ~Bad 

Guys 20i1" list because of the vol · 
ume of consumer complain t.<; re
!umed against his business. 
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HARDIN COUNTY 

Attorney requests 
trial date change 
in Ferguson case 
The public defender rep-

re!iCnting Kelly C. Ferguson, 
an Elizabethtown man ac· 
cused of forcible rapc, re· 
qut.':5ted a trial date change 
Tuesday in Hardin Circuit 

""""-
The jury trial is scheduled 

to begin lune II, but defense 
counsel Carolyn Brown is at
tached to another case also 
scheduled for trial that day. 

Circuit Judge Ken How· 
ard decided to continue the 
motion Wltil a May 25 sup
pression hearill'. 

Ferguson. 3 • a registered 
sex offender. faces new 
charges of fin;t--dt.wt. .... "'PC, 
sodomy and persistent 
felony offender. 
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