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CITIZEN LEAGUE

The Citizens' League to
Protect Surface Rights held
its regular monthly meeting
last Monday night at the
Blackey Community Center.
Once again, the mood of the
60 or so people present was
one of anger and frustration,
but once again no specific
course of action was decided
upon.

The meetin., began on a
hopeful note, with Aunt
Lida Collins noting the beau-
tiful sunset of that evening.
"How many of you saw it?"
she asked. "It means we're
going to win, " she said.

After a prayer by Rev. Bert
Carmichael, League chair-
man Joe Begley turned to
the first item on the agen-
da, discussion of what the
new Save Our Kentucky O-
rganization (SOK) is doing.
He asked SOK temporary
chairman Jack Weller of Ha-

zard to step forward.
Weller explained that SOK

is a coalition of concerned
Kentucky groups and citi-
zens banded together to push
for certain reforms, primar-
ily a severance tax and a
ban on strip-mini- ng in the
mountains.

He explained that "we need
a lot of people" to offset
the current influence con-

trolled by coal interests
and that therefi re SOK is
trying to "get as many in-

digenous groups as possible
represented. "

SOK hopes to work towards
being a force in time for
the next regular general
assembly in Kentucky in
January, 1972. Weller ad-

ded that at the same time,
SOK "is also trying to set
up as many local groups to
push local officials into
enforcing the laws. " He ci-

ted the Citizens' League as
an example.

The SOK chairman con-

cluded his remarks by noting
that SOK is trying to work
with the
groups in West Virginia cur-

rently pushing a bill to ban
stripping in that state. "We
hope to have representatives
from West Virginia at our
next meeting in Berea on
March 6. "

Later on in the meeting
Weller was to be asked some
hard questions about SOK
and its relations to such
groups as the Citizens'
League.

Several members of the
League were concerned that
SOK was more interested in
the severance tax issue than
getting a ban on strip-minin- g.

Richard Smith expressed
doubt that the League "should
hook up with" SOK, adding
that "we should let those
folks in Louisville and

there fight for their
severance tax. We want to
get strip-mini- ng stopped."

Weller replied that SOK's
"first interest" was to halt

U. S. FINES FINLEY
U.S. Bureau of Mines di-

rector Elburt Osborn told
a Senate committee that
some $50, 000 in fines will
be assessed against the Fin-le- y

Coal Co. as a result of
the blast which killed 38

miners last December 30.
He said that the fines,

which Finley can appeal,
are no greater than those
assessed for similar viola-
tions in other mines. It
had been previously believed
that the fines would total

77, 000, the figure men-tione- d

in an original Bureau
of Mines statement which was
to be released with the Bu-

reau's disaster findings last
month. However, this an-

nouncement was deleted by
then acting secrenry Fred
Russell.

Meanwhile, the state,
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DISCUSSES STRIP-MIN- E BAN TACTICS
stripping, and that it was
most concerned with backing
mountain people in their
efforts.

"Well, then, why do you
have all your meeting out
in Berea or Lexington when
we can't get there?" Smith
asked. Weller said that
most of SOK's members are
from that area, and that
"we have to have them. "

But an other League member
commented that "this is

where the problem is to it's
here that those people should
come. " "More of them have
cars to get here than we do
to get there, " noted another
person.

Weller said that he would
raise that point at SOK's
next planning committee
meeting.

There was much discus-
sion Monday night about
the large strip-min- e tour
planned by conservation
groups for March 12-1- 4 in
the mountains.
Citizens' League members

were asked to offer assistance
for this tour, and plans were
made to provide lunch for
the group on Saturday,
March 13, in Blackey. Af-

ter lunch the visitors would
be shown some i f the de-

struction in Letcher county.
At a previous meeting, the

League had decided to send
a letter to state Attorney
General John Breckenridge
asking him for "action and
advice" on what the League
might do to force public
officials here to follow the
taw. The letter to Breck-
enridge specifically dealt
with the fact that the League
had been told that the
Grand Jury could not take
action on their complaints.

The Attorney General re-
plied that he could take no
actim unless more specific
information were provided.
He urged that all citizens
who sought redress before
the Grand Jury provide his
office with the details of
their cases.

The League decided to com-
pile such information, while
at the same time sending
Breckenridge another let-

ter asking him to attend a
League meeting and also
to give an opinion on whe-

ther improper advice was
given by Commonwealth
attorney Emmet Fields. It
was Fields who advised that
the Grand Jury could not
take action upon League
complaints.

Clyde Back of Rockhouse
emphasized the need "to
keep badgering these local
officials every chance we
get. All they do is sit on
their fannies and collect
their salaries. " Back said
that every citizen who sees
such laws as strip-mini-

regulations violated should
get a warrant.

"All you have to do to get
a warrant is make a com

in the person of Mines Com-
missioner H. N.
cited "apparent violations"
of three Kentucky statutes
"which led to the explosion
or caused difficulty during
the recovery work. " None-
theless, Kirkpatrick said, no
additional fines will be le-

vied by the state. Again,
indicated that no

official fault will be found
against the mine's operators.

He did say that the owners
are in effect being punished
by the fact that their mines
remain out of business. He
pointed out that the Finley
15-1- 6 mines may never be
reopened, since Finley did
not file for a 1971 permit in
time for work during this year.

The point is likely to be
moot, however, since the
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plaint and swear to it, " Back
explained. "Anyone of you
who see your creek polluted
by a strip-mi- ne should swear
out a warrant, " he said.

One member of the group
said that someone should
swear a warrant immediate-
ly "for the damage that's
been done to the cemetery
at the head of Elk Creek. "

However, another citizen
said, "the county judge won't
write a big strip
operator himself.

Discussion also turned to
the advertisements currently
appearing in the papers and
on the radio on behalf of the
Surface Mining and Recla-
mation Association.

"Those ads are a bunch of
lies to anyon e out here, "

Clyde Back said. '"But
they're real carefully wor-

ded. Some of those claims
they make are true in western
Kentucky, but those ads don't
say where they're talking
about. "

The League was informed
of legal actions currently
underway regarding those
ads. It is hoped that area
stations will be required
by the Federal Communi-
cations Commission to offer
equal time for response to
the pro-surfa-ce mining ads.

Dan Gibson of Knott county
said that "there's not a strip
operator who'll tell the truth
about anything. Anyone
who'll push over the graves
of two children, like they
did in Knoit, so they can
get at a bunch of coal, just
ain't to be trusted, " Gibson
said.

"If you want my advice, "

he went on, "run em out
of the hills. "

The meeting ended with
Joe Begley urging ail present
to r ite letters to newspapers
all over the state. "Write
letters so that folks every-
where will know what it Is

we're talking about, " Beg-

ley emphasized.
He also told people that

they should "really get
going on swearing out war-

rants. That's a sure way to
start getting them stopped. "

The next regular meeting
of the League will be the
fourth Monday in March.

A sheet of instructions
was passed out to League
members offering "sugges-
tions of steps to follow if
strip-mine- rs or representa-
tives of the oil-g- as company
come on your property.
The sheet said that residents

should tell the representatives
to get a court order. "Th is
will put the harden of proving
they have a clear title to your
minerals on the companies, "

the paper said.
It also emphasized that prop-

erty owners should "not sign
any papers without seeing a
lawyer. " It suggested that
the League's lawyefs lawyer,
Harry M. Caudill, be called
when question's develop.

Finleys had already indicated
that they would probably
not reopen the fatal mines,
but rather would open a new
mine further down the seam.
The state's final report,

issued this week, is basically
consistent with an earlier
preliminary statement by
Kirkpatrick, that the blast
was caused by improper
and "Illegal use of permis-
sible explosives along with
a nonpermissible detonating
agent or by the use of

high-stren- ex-

plosives detonated in a
"manner.

The final report also cited
definite violations of rock-dusti-

requirements. "Rock-dustin- g

was obviously sub-

standard preceding the ex-

plosion, " it said.

COAL COMPANY $50, 000 IN FATAL BLAST

Kirkpatrick,

Kirkpatrick
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

yourself just one question:

Blame

To the Editor:
There has been a million

words written about the Hurri-

cane Creek disaster in Leslie
County, but what has been
done to prevent another such
disaster?

Nothing.
All this talk about doing

this and doing that is nothing
but what is called a snow-jo- b,

and the talkers are hoping it
will be a bigger snow -- job
than the beautifu' cold snow

that was falling on the bodies
of those 38 men as they were
being brought out of the drift
mouth of that mine that day.

Blame?
Don't blame primer cord. It

is an inert object unless man
puts it into action. Improper
and unlawful stemmping or
tamping of the holes, such as
with brattice cloth and paper.

Was there lawful stemming
or tamping such as with sand
or clay in or around this mine?

Why did they have to send
to Wheeling, W. Va., for a

Mine Rescue Team when we
are supposed to have a couple
of "National Champion" teams
in the state of Kentucky, and
not too far from Hyden?

What is being done for the
families of the miners who
have been out of a job since
December 30, 1970?

You people who had any-

thing to do with this mine
before the explosion, please,
look in the mirror and ask

COAL MINERS LOBBY IN WASHINGTON

TO PRESSURE FOR DISTRICT AUTONOMY

Several hundred coal miners
from the Appalachian coal-
field went to Washington
yesterJay in order to pres-

sure their Congress men to
see to it that a 1961 suit
filed by the U. S, government
against the United Mine
Workers (UMW) is pursued
after more than six years
oi delay.
The federal suit charges the
UMW with violating fed-

eral law requiring union
members to be able to ct

their own officers.
The issue is known as "dis-

trict autonomy, " and is
basic to the de rands of
UMW insurgents that their
union has failed to meet
the needs of miners. The
core of the dispute is that
currently, of the union's
estimated 195,000 members,
about 170, 000 in 19 of the
union's 23 districts have no
say in the naming of their
district officers.

Instead, their officers are
chosen for them and their
affairs handled by the UMW's
central Washington office,
under the direction of chal-
lenged UMW President W. A.
Tony Boyle.

The miners were angry about
delays in the government's
autonomy suit, which has
not been pursued by the
U. S. but which is strongly
opposed by UMW officers.
They met with a number
of Congressmen, with results
ranging from pledges of sup-
port to refusal to hear their
views.
They warned the Congress-

men of a possible strike
which could shut down much
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"Could I have been at fault?"
You will know the answer;

I don't.
TOM LEWIS
Kona, Kentucky

Promises broken
To the Editor:

I read in The Mountain Eagle
a few weeks ago about a new

school building to be built in
Whitesburg but failed to read
anything of the building that
we were promised at Linefork,
the Kingdom Come School,
which we were promised be-

fore the election. Some peo-

ple seem to believe what they
told, but I was one who did
not, for we were promised
that Kingdom Come High1

School would not be taken
away from us, and that was

not true .

I sometimes wonder how
long the people of Linefork
will believe their promises and
still keep voting for the ores
who helped to take our high
school.

I do certainly wish that our
people would awake from
their long sleep and get busy
to ask for our share of the tax
money which we help pay to
be spent for the benefit of our

children.
It seems to me that we are

a forgotten area of Letcher
County and maybe we don't
deserve anything.

EMMA ISON
Linefork, Ky.

police to allow all coal miners
to be served.

The miners left, still tal-

king about their anger and
the possibility of a strike.

In a related matter, the
U.S. Labor Department ruled
that "some" irregularities
had been found in absentee
ballots that a Boyle ally
had hoped would win him

as UMW District
5 president. The president,
Michael Budzanoski, lost
in regular balloting to Louis
Antal, candidate of the dis-

sident miners' group, Miners
for Democracy.

Absentee ballots could sway
the result, and Antal had
charged that they were
being tampered with by
District 5 officers. District
5 is one of f.'ur districts
with miners' autonomy, and
the election of an anti-Boy- le

spokesmen would be
very significant.

Absentee ballots were spe-

cially used for the first time
in UMW history in the race,
and Antal has charged that
these were "stacked ballots"
for the incumbent.

However, despite its find-

ings, the Labor Department
left it up to the district
officers, headed by Budza-

noski, to decide whether
to count the absentee bal-

lots.
of the country's electricity.
"We'll stop work on April 1

if this case doesn't go to
trial, " one man said.
At one point, groups of

miners were refused admit-
tance to Washington Capit-
ol Hill cafeterias. However,
W. Va. Representative Ken
Hechler ordered government
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