
IT SCREAMS!

THE ROAD ALONG ELK CREEK is nearly as a
result of the trucks and the siltation from the strip-min- e there.

Strip-min- e operations in the
lower end of the county ap-
pear to be partially pulling
out. Some work which had
been planned by the

McCulloch Consol- -

By PHIL PRIMACK

Calvary College in Letcher
has received nearly $25, 000
from the Letcher County
School Board for use of some
of its building space by
the Letcher
School in the last 5 years.
But according to some of

those Letcher School people
most directly In contact with
the college, the Investment
hasn't been quite exactly
worth it.
Calvary receives $500 per

month from the school board
for the use of the institution's

as well as one
classroom for use by an art
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ida.ed Coal Co. in the Elk
Creek And Caudill's Branch
areas have " least been delayed.

According to Hazard Recla-
mation office director Bill
(Continued on Page 16)

class. The lease said that
from its end, the college
"will maintain the gymna-
sium, furnish janitor services
and uti tilities such as heat,
lights and water. " From what
the Letcher school's two
coaches and physical edu-
cation Instructors, backed
up by some of their students,
say, Calvary simply appears
not to be fulfilling the con-
tract's stipulations.
Take, for example, the

problems of Letcher's head
coach, Danny Bates. He
claims that there Is wholly
Inadequate heating In the
gym. It is so bad, In fact,
that more often than not
there Is no heat at all, "ex
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House, Senate redisricting
would place Letcher with others

Legislative committees in
Frankfort have put forward
redisricting proposals which
apparently would see Letcher
County and many other Ken-
tucky River counties lose
much of their present impact
upon state politics.

Letcher County, currently
a one-coun- ty legislative dis-

trict, would he split o
ways in the proposed ffle.

And Letcher also app. 1. .jtly
would lose most of its impact
In the state Senate through
the proposed re -- alignment of
Senatorial Districts.

Currently, Letcher is joined
with Perrv County to form a
single Senatorial district. And
while there is occasionally
some friction between the
two, the consensus is that
Letcher and Perry have been
fairly evenly paired, wth
either county having a chance
to elect the senator.

The proposed shift would place
Letcher County In with Pike
County to form a senatorial
district. Pike, with more
than twice Letcher's ponulation,
;ould be expected to domin-
ate.

Under the house proposal,
Isom, Colson, and Hemphill,
three of the most solidly Rep-
ublican precincts in Letcher
County, would be split off

TELEPHONE COMPANY ANNOUNCES
DIRECT DIALING COMING IN JULY

students criticize Calvary gym

Direct distance dialing is
expected to be placed m ef-

fect in the Letcher County
area during July, according
to Art Willed district mana-
ger for South Central Bell
Telephone Co.

Willettsaid Pikeville is ex-
pected to be converted to dir-

ect dialing on June 6.
The July changeover is ex- -

pected to include Elkhorn
City, Feds Creek, Freeburn,
Jenkins, Neon, Stone, Virgie,
and Whitesburg, Willet said.

cept when someone like the
principal or the superinten-
dent calls. "

Bates, along with his assis-
tant coach, Manuel Ambur-ge-y

who also teaches health
and physical education to
grade school students, told
of classes and practices
they've been forced to can-
cel due to the cold. "I haven't
had my morning phys ed class
for a month, Bates said.
Letcher Is scheduled to use

the gym for basketball team
practice from 3 to 6 In the
afternoon. But, Bates, Ara-burg- ey

and some of the play-
ers agreed, the heating sit-

uation has made regular prac-
tice sessions impossible.

University of Kentucky
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from the county and would
be joined with Magoffin,
Knott, and the southern portion
of Wolfe County to form one
Legislative district.

Most of the rest of Letcher
would be placed with part of
Perry County to form another
legislative district.

State Representative Raymond
Collins, Whitesburg, told
The Mountain Eagle that this
proposed change wo uld mean
that Letcher County "never
again" would elect a Repub-

lican state representative.
He reasoned that the heavy

Letcher GOP vote in Isom,
Colson and Jackhorn would be
overwhelmed by the very heav-- y

Democrat vote in Knott
County, i and that the new
district made up of portions of
Letcher and Perry also would
be heavily Democratic.

Collins' fears that Letcher
County would be left without
much of a power base in Frank-
fort was supported by former
State Representative Harry M.
Caiadill, of Whitesburg, a
Democrat.

"They're leaving us without
a leg to stand on, " Caudill
commented.

Opposition to the plan also
was voiced by Hazard Mayor
W, P. Morton, and by Ha-

zard Civic Leader Bill Gor- -

During August, 1971, Allen,
Grethel, Harold, Martin,
McDowell, Pippa Passes, Way-lan- d,

and Wheelwright will be
converted to direct distance
dialing, and other offices
served by connecting compan-
ies will follow each month.

By the end of the second
quarter of 1972, all offices in
the Big Sandy aiaa will have
been changed, he said.

Willettsaid work on the firm's
$1.1 million diice building
in Paints vi lie is proceeding
on schedule.

"And when they can prac-
tice, " Bates went on, "it's
so cold they have to keep

their street clothes on.
A direct result of this has

been an "unprecedented"
number of Illnesses among
students forced to play that
way. "I got sick for a whole
month from playing in this
cold gym, " said one Letcher
high school student. He has
missed four games so far,
and still hasn't fully recovered.

Other players present at
the gym earlier this week
also agreed that It's been
"awful rough" on them.

"We pay for heat in this
gym, and we have none, "

(Continued on Page 4)
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man.
Morton said the p.roposal

generally takes Kentucky Ri-

ver Counties and places them
in new districts which will
be dominated by Big Sandy
River counties.

"The Kentucky River Coun-
ties have common problems
which are not shared by the
Big Sandy Valley, " Morton
said.

He commented, and
Gorman agreed, that the Big
Sandy valley is well ahead of
the Kentucky River valley in
such things as industrial develop-
ment, highway development,
and flood control.

"Our needs will be lost and
we'll all be swallowed up and
forgotten if they put us in
with those Big Sandy counties, "

Gorman said.
Gorman said he thought it

would make much more sense
to take the four counties
which now form the Upper
Kentuck y River Community
Action Council - Leslie,
Letcher, Perry, and Knott nd

add Breathitt to them,
to form a new senatorial
district.

He commented that these
five counties share common
problems, and have become
somewhat accustomed to
working together in recent
years.

Representative Collins said
he also thinks the LKLP plus
Breathitt County proposal is

a good idea.
Collins said he also thought

it would make sense to form
a new senatorial district from
the coal counties of Letcher
Perry and Harlan. He reason-
ed the trio would be about
equal in relative strength, and
that a Democrat or a Repub-
lican from any one of the
three counties could be elect-
ed. "That way, no one
would be frozen out, " Collins
said.

Collins had unusually harsh
words for the two redisricting
proposals which were drafted
by the house and senate com-
mittees with assistance from
the Kentucky Legislative Re-

search Commission.
Collins is a Republican, and

both the house and senate,
and the committees, are Demo-
cratic.

"They are making sure that
the 13 districts east of Bell
County and south of Clark
County can never elect more
than thiee Republicans as
Representatives, " Collins said.

"They's taking the Republican
part of Harlan County and put-
ting it with the Republican
Counties of Leslie and Clay and
Owsley. They're taking the
Republican part of Letcher
County and putting it in with
Knott County and Magoffin
and part of Wolfe County,
and they'll never elect a
Republican. The rest of Har-
lan County will never elect
a Republican.

"And they are taking the
(Continued on Page 16)


