
IT SCREAMS!

Low bids
received

Low bids some $30, 000 be-

low engineering estimates
were submitted to the City of
Whitesburg Tuesday for con-
struction of a new sewage plant
and additional water and sewer
lines.

A happy Mayor Ferdinand
Mcore commented that it
"sure is nice to be in the mon-
ey, for once. "His remark had
reference to the fact that on
just about every other project
advertised in Whitesburg or
elsewhere in Eastern Kentucky
for some years, the construct-
ion price has exceeded avail-
able funds.

The low 'jid was submitted
by Hall Contracting Corp. ,

of Louisville, at $386 , 045.
Actually, the bid was in two
parts -- - $119,995 for sewer
and water lines, $266 , 050 for
the sewage disposal plant.

Funding for the project is
being provided from several
sources -- - the Farmers Home
Administration, the Economic
Development cministration,
the Department of the Inter-
ior, and a $101, 000 city bond
issue.

The project will serve a two-
fold ,.urpoe -- - it will provide
water and sewer service for the
city's new industrial park, and
it will meet objections raised
by the Kentucky Department
of Health, which has charged
Whitesburg with pollution of
the Kentucky river.

The formal contract signing
awaits review and approval
of the bids by the various fed-u- al

agencies. Moore said he
feels the federal people will
be pleased that the cost will
run below estimates, and anti-cp.'.c- es

prompt approval.
In another action, city coun-

cil awarded a contract to
Harlow Motor Co., for a new
police car on the firm' s low
bid of $3,627.71.

The city also signed an agree-
ment with the F. L. Dupree Co.
Lexington, designating it as
the fiscal agent for a $82, 000
bond issue to finance acquis-
ition and construction of a city
parking lot. The lot will be
located at the end of Main
Street on the property of the
Bill Blair family.

WILLIE DIXON PASSES
Willie Dixon, 58, of Whites-

burg, died March 18 at the
University of Kentucky Med-
ical Center in Lexington.

He was survived by his w ife,
Mrs. Edna Herron Dixon, and
eight sons: Willis Dixon,
Willie Dixon, Jr.; Jerry Wajne
Dixon, Charles Dean Dixon,
Clyde Dixon, Vernon Dixon,
and Robert Lynn Dixon, all of
Whitesburg, and Richard Dar-re- ll

Dixon, of Indianapol is,
Ind. , and one daughter,
Louise King, of Whitesburg.

Also surviving were his mo-

ther, Mrs. Mary Dixon, of
Blackey, and five brothers--Harve- y

Dixon and Dawson
Dixon, both of Cincinnati;
Herman Dixon and Elijah
Dixon, both of Blackey, and
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R.B. Dixon, of Jeremiah.

Four sisters also survived
Sophia Riddle, Bellevue, Mich.
Margaret Back, Indianapolis
Ind. . Vireie Byrd, Oakdale,
California, and Gertrude King,
Danville, 111.

Mrs. Williams dies

Funeral services for Mrs. Let-ti- e

Williams, 89, of Letcher,
Ky. , were held March 22 at
the Mt. Olivet Regular Baptist
Church, Blackey.
Survivors included two daugh-

ters, Mrs. Cornelia Cornett,
Blackey, and Mrs. Delia Col-

lier, Letcher. Survivors also
included oue brother, Wash
Bates, of Blackey.

University of Kentucky
Serial Deprunent
Elizabeth Hansen
UK Ubtary

The political scene in Let-

cher County livened up con-
siderably this week with a vi-

sit from one candidate for
governor, and with races shap-

ing up for two seats in the
General Assembly.

Former Governor Bert T.
Combs, a familar face in
Letcher County, spent much of
Tuesday in the Whitesburg

shaking hands and greet-
ing old friends.

It was a quiet day for Combs,
who was believed to be trying
to overcome differences be-

tween two of his major long-

time backers in the county-th- e

split between Robert Col-

lins, the present county judge,
and former county Judge James
M. Caudill.

The split
developed last year when Col-

lins defeated Caudill in his bid
for Combs report-
edly widened the split when he
named Collins as the Combs
county campaign chairman.

Caudill forces In the county
had wanted Combs to name
a "neutral" person as county
chairman.

Combs corierred with both
Collins and Caudill during his
visit here. It was not clear
how successful he was in his
role as
In another Let-

cher County democrats found
themselves being wooed by two
Pike Countians who want to
be the ."e.iator from the new
Senatorial District which is
composed of Pike and Letcher
Counties.

Senator F. M. Buike of Pike-vll- le

is being opposed in the
Democratic primary by Pike-vil- le

attorney Kelsey E. Friend,
who has served as both county
attorney and
attorney in Pike County.

Burke said placing Pike and
Letcher Counties together
"should be mutually beneficial
to the area, " and said he would
base his campaign for

on his experience and abil-
ity.

"It is strictly a matter of one
person who has already proven
his ability to totally serve the
people, " Burke said, adding
that "This is not a job for the
untested, In view of the many
programs and problems invol --

ving long periods of attention. "

Friend, In declaring his can-
didacy, criticized Burke for
supporting the 5 per cent sales
tax proposal put forward by
Gov. Louie B. Nunn In the leg-

islature three years ago, and
said he would "work Incessant-
ly" to reverse the trend toward
higher and higher taxes "and
to reduce or eliminate the
burdensome and undue taxes
that have been imposed upon
the people of Kentucky. "

Burke denied he had been a
"stooge" to Governor Nunn,
as charged by Friend, and
said he and other members of
the legislature had been faced
with the necessity of finding
$26 million In new tax revenue
to keep the schools of Kentucky
In operation.

In other political
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Politics warm up as Combs visits;
Pike men seek Senate

Colllns-Caudi- ll

peacemaker.
development,

commonwealth's

develop-
ments.

March

Chairman Rudolph Williams
announced as a candidate for
the Democratic nomination
for state representative, and
said he had resigned as part y

chairman to make the race.
Ray G. Russell, Jenkins, also

announced as a candidate for
the Democratic nomination.

Both seek the post now held
by state representa1 tve Ray-

mond Collins, a Republican,
who is expected to seek re-

election.
Candidates for representative

will be running in a new dis-

trict which includes all of
Letcher County, and about
5, 000 residents each of Har-

lan and Leslie Counties.
Combs in his Whitesburg ap-

pearance issued a statement
saying what Kentucky needs is

a return of "real Democrats"
to Frankfort.

"We don't need a Nunn-Democ-

in the governor's of-

fice. We need a Roosevelt,
Truman, Alben Barkley,
John F. Kennedy Democrat,
who will speak out against
Republican failure. "

Combs, who is opposed in

his bid for the Democratic
nomination by 1 ieuenant
Governor Wendell Ford, said
"I believe that the governor
and the lieutenant governor
have had some sort of sweet-
heart deal going these past
three years where the governor
has said 'you do your thing
and I'll do my thing. '

"The Lieutenant Governor
has been the governor on more
than 260 occasions and hasn't
lifted a finger to enforce the
laws of this state, " Combs
said.

Combs also said his primary
oppoient had changed his views
on many of the major issues of
the campaign.

"In January of 1970 the lieu-
tenant governor said he opposed
a severance tax on coal and
now he favors a tax on coal,
but not on oil and natural gas.
He opposed a salary increase
for teachers during the last
session of the legislature, and
now he says he favors such a

plan. The lieutenant governor
helped to kill an environment-
al control bill in the Senate
and he has almost the same
program In his platform for
governor .

"

Combs said, "The question
Is: Has the lieutenant gov-

ernor seen the light on these
issues or he he merely felt
the heat?

Combs said he favored a
severance tax on all minerals
with a substantial portion of
revenue collected earmarked
for return to counties where

Hydraulics training
course offered

The Letcher County Vocat-

ional School announced it will
begin a 30-ho- ur upgrade hy-

draulics class on March 29.
The class Is designed for per-

sons who are employed, or

temporarily unemployed. In

the mining field.
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the mineral was produced for
use in repairing past damage
and in reclaiming orphan banks
as well as for road maintenance,
bridge repair, etc. Combs said
he favors a revenue sharing
plan; a cost of living salary
increase for school teachers;
major emphasis on upgrading
the state's secondary road
system and a state program to
assist local communities solve
their sewage and solid waste
disposal problems.

He also noted that he favored
a financial disclosure law for
public officials and candidates
for high office. "The people
are entitled to know where a

candidate or official draws
his income, "Combs said.

The former governor said if

elected governor, he would
appoint a state ombudsman,
"an official complaint hearer,
who would be available at all
times to help the people of
this state get to the proper
place to get their problems

"solved in state government,
and added that he would re-

establish his program of taking
state government to the peo-

ple.
Combs said the Republicans

have created the current infla-

tion problems "that have us

caught In the middle of high
prices, high interest rates and
high unemployment."

FORD TO CAMPAIGN

Lieutenant Governor Wendell
Ford will bring his campaign
for the Democratic nomin-
ation for governor to Letcher
County Friday morning at the
courthouse at 10:30 p.m.

For d's county chairman
Bill Collins said the visit will
be informal, and that every-
body is invited to come out and
meet Mr. Ford.

Charity drive results
The annual charitable drive

within the Letcher County
schools raised $2,962.71,
fund chairman Dave L. Craft
announced.

The schools and their don-

ations were listed as:
Whitesburg Ele. $848Letcher

High and Elementary, $314.15;
Campbells Branch $303.20;
Colson $288.50; Whitesburg
High $250, 00; Cowan $165. 00;
Mayking $10 . 00; Fleming-Neo- n

High $125.00; Fleming-Neo- n

Elementary $111.44;
M. J. Potter $103;

Blackey $74.69; Hemphill
$57. 14; Kingdom Come Set-

tlement $30; Middle Colly
$21.44; U. Cumberland $18.36;
Cow Branch $12.30; Lower
Kingscreek $7; Upper Colly
$5.80 and Ermine $1.40.

Craft said the finds were
distributed as follows:

March of Dimes $592 . 54; '

Crippled Children $592.54
Craft said the funds were

distributed evenly among
the March of Dimes, Crippled
Children, Red Cross, Heart
Fund, and American Cancer
Society. Each received
$592.54.


