
Ellis Boatley, left, chairman of the Street Voice Council and a volunteer coordinator for the Catholic Action Center, and Carrie Berend, both of 
Lexington, searched for homeless people along the tracks near Versailles Road as a train passed on Thursday night.
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Bitter wind whipped chunky 
snowflakes across Lexington’s 
West Main Street early Thursday 
night. A few passing motorists 
tried to keep their windshields 
clear as the temperature plunged.

It wasn’t much cozier in the 
darkness beneath the overpass 
that carries West Main over the 
railroad tracks near Buchanan 
Street. But homeless people 
sometimes take shelter there on 
nights, like Thursday, when it’s 
brutally cold. 

When Carrie Berend and Ellis 
Boatley searched the underpass 
in Thursday night’s storm; how-
ever, they found only signs of past 
habitation: food wrappers, plastic 
bottles and a Bible. The two vol-
unteers then trudged on through 
the snow to search elsewhere for 
Lexington’s homeless.

 Boatley has been homeless 
himself at times. Berend is volun-
teer coordinator for the Catholic 

Action Center. They were among 
about 20 people who fanned out 
across town Thursday night to 
help conduct Lexington’s biennial 
count of the “unsheltered home-
less,” that is, people who live on 
the streets rather than using the 

city’s various shelters.
There are really two counts: 

a survey of street people every 
other year; and an annual count 
of homeless people living in shel-
ters. Both surveys were done 
Thursday.

The result of the counts helps 
determine how much federal 
money Lexington receives annu-
ally to provide assistance to the 
homeless.

Numbers were still  being tal-
lied  Friday. But David Chris-
tiansen, executive director of 
the Central Kentucky Housing 

OUT IN THE COLD
VOLUNTEERS SEARCH FOR LEXINGTON’S ‘UNSHELTERED HOMELESS’

By Jim Warren
jwarren@herald-leader.com

Ellis Boatley shined his flashlight under a Newtown Pike bridge where the homeless sometimes take refuge 
during the winter. The searchers recovered a Bible and saw other signs that people had been staying there.

COUNT IS KEY TO FEDERAL 
FUNDING; MORE TAKING 

ADVANTAGE OF SHELTERS

See a photo gallery online.

See HOMELESS, A2
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Kentucky is moving far too slowly to fix its 
state pension system, Standard & Poor’s Rat-
ings Services said this week as it lowered the 
state’s financial outlook to “negative,” down 
from “stable.”

Although the General Assembly is consider-
ing pension reforms suggested last November 
by a task force, “there is no clear timeline” for 
when the underfunded Kentucky Retirement 
Systems would get more money, S&P said. 

Senate Republicans say they’re preparing 
a pension bill to be filed next week, but they 
won’t identify a way to fund the proposal until 
2014. If the suggested reforms are approved, 
lawmakers would need to provide an extra 
$327 million for the pension system in fiscal 

State’s 
financial 
outlook 

‘negative’
CREDIT RATING DOWNGRADED 
AS PENSION REFORMS STALL

By John Cheves
jcheves@herald-leader.com

KENTUCKY PENSION SYSTEM

See PENSIONS, A2

WASHINGTON — After months of criticism 
and legal challenges, President Barack Obama’s 
administration proposed Friday that religious 
institutions no longer be re-
quired to provide their employ-
ees with health insurance cov-
erage for birth control. 

Nonprofit organizations in-
cluding hospitals and univer-
sities that had objected to the 
mandate on moral grounds 
would be able to offer plans 
that don’t cover contracep-
tives, while their employees 
could enroll in separate insurance policies 
that would cover free birth control. The con-
traceptives’ cost would be paid for through 

RELIGIOUS GROUPS NOT SATISFIED 

President offers 
compromise on 
contraception

By Anita Kumar and Lesley Clark
McClatchy Newspapers

OBAMACARE

Churches and 
health: More 
congregations 
are seeing, 
acting on health 
care as a social-
justice issue. 
Life+Faith, D6

See OBAMACARE, A2
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LearnAboutDaVinci.org

da Vinci® Robotic Surgery
Now at Saint Joseph East
With the first high definition da Vinci® robot in the state, the
well-trained surgeons at Saint Joseph Hospital are able to
perform the most complex and delicate procedures, including
heart, prostate, and gynecological.

Our robotic surgery program is now also available at Saint
Joseph East. Great care, at more locations.

More procedures, more locations, better care.
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