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For as long as he can re-
member, Michael
Kidd-Gilchrist has

wanted to play in the NCAA
Tournament and have a
chance to win a national
championship. 

Yet today, he insists he
has an extra motivation —
coach John Calipari — for
wanting to get Kentucky its
eighth national title.

“It would mean the world
to me to win, and coach Cal,
too. I want to win it for him
to for all he has done for me
this year,” said the Kentucky
freshman. “We all want to
win for him. I am not selfish
at all, so I would love to win
it for him.”

Why?
“I don’t know. I guess it is

just me. I don’t really know
how to put it. I have never
been on a bad team, or I
don’t think I have. But I love
coach Cal and winning the
title would be like a dream
come true for me and him.
He’s done so much for me in
my life. I really want this for
him,” Kidd-Gilchrist said.

Kentucky faces Indiana,
one of two teams to beat UK
this year, Friday night in the
NCAA Tournament South
Regional semifinal in At-
lanta. Kidd-Gilchrist comes
into the game averaging 11.5
points, 7.6 rebounds, 2.0 as-
sists, 1.1 steals and 1.0
blocked shots per game.
He’s a 47.9 percent shooter
from the field and 73.5 per-
cent shooter at the foul line.
He’s failed to score in double
figures in the last three
games and has just one 3-
point goal in UK’s last 18
games, but none of that wor-
ries him.

“I don’t feel no pressure
at all. Besides, I love the
pressure,” Kidd-Gilchrist
said. “I have been training
my whole life for this.”

at training has turned
Kidd-Gilchrist into a versa-
tile, unique player who has
become a key contributor
on the nation’s top-ranked
team.

“He is tough. He has an-
other level of toughness that
most players don’t have,”
former Mississippi State
coach Rick Stansbury said.
“Athletically, he’s tough. I
don’t know if there has ever
been a freshman come in
and possess the toughness
he does with the athleticism
he also has. 

“He has got some tough-
ness about him that most
guys don’t have at that level.
I would have to think hard
who played like him in the
past. I don’t remember
many. I don’t remember any
freshman coming in and
playing like that.”

Toughness special
Stansbury says it’s impos-

sible to place a realistic
value on the type of tough-
ness that Kidd-Gilchrist has.

“One of the most valuable
attributes you can have is
toughness,” Stansbury said.
“Take and put that with ath-
leticism and you have some-
thing special. You can be the
best athlete in the world and
have no toughness and you
are not going to be as good
as you can be. Kentucky has
a lot of grit in that team, but
there is no player on that
team tougher than him.”

Alabama freshman
Trevor Lacey played against
Kidd-Gilchrist in AAU as

well as once this season.
“I think now he is show-

ing more of his guard abili-
ties and handling the ball
more. In AAU, he had little
defenders that he posted up
and took to the goal more,”
Lacey said. “He laughed and
had fun, but it was always
about business with him. He
was always on a mission in-
side the lines, then off the
court it was time to play and
have fun. But on the court
he was all business.

“He just has a high motor,
and always has. He is always
going 100 miles per hour. He
is never taking plays off and
slowing down and feeling
like he is able to take this
play off and get his breath.
He is going all out. He is not
a selfish guy that will hurt
his teammates just because
he wants to stay in the game.
He will come out, get his
breath and go back in with
same intensity and keep it
up.”

at intensity is why Cali-
pari has insisted all season
that Kidd-Gilchrist does not
have to score to be a key fac-
tor for Kentucky. His de-
fense — former Wildcat
All-American Kyle Macy in-
sists he’s the best defender
he has ever seen at Kentucky
— and rebounding are what
Calipari values even more
than his scoring.

“I don’t even know my
stats. I never look,” Kidd-
Gilchrist said.

Young star
New York Daily News col-

lege basketball writer Dick
Weiss first knew about Kidd-
Gilchrist when he was in the
sixth grade. 

“By time he was in eighth
grade, people were calling
him the best eighth-grader
in the country,” Weiss said.
“e thing that amazes me is
his mom has job in New
Brunswick (N.J.) and he
would get up at 5:30 in
morning and ride up with
her (from Philadelphia) to
New Brunswick and then get
either a train or ride to St.
Patrick’s (High School in
Elizabeth, N.J.) because he

wanted to play at the highest
level,” Weiss said. “He
played a very high level AAU
team out of Philadelphia
that I saw that had Rakeem
Christmas, who is playing
for Syracuse now. 

“I thought that he played
this year as hard as any
player in college basketball.
If you gave him 39 minutes,
he gave you 39 minutes. at
was really impressive to me.
I loved the fact he formed
the Breakfast Club, where he
had guys getting up and lift-
ing weights early. Not many
stars do that. For a young
person, he has become
quite the inspirational moti-
vator for a very young team.”

Kentucky freshman Kyle
Wiltjer said both Kidd-
Gilchrist and Anthony
Davis, the likely national
player of the year, would
send texts reminding other
players to come to the early
morning optional workouts.

“ey both drag each
other into the gym. e
Breakfast Club, that was
started by Mike and An-
thony. ey both pushed us
to get in the gym early and
they sent out text messages
that ‘I am going to work out
if you want to come.’ ey
are always like that. ey al-
ways want to work, and  you
can’t ignore that,” Wiltjer
said.

Unselfish teammate
Kidd-Gilchrist volun-

teered before the SEC Tour-
nament title game to give up
his starting spot to senior
Darius Miller, who had not
scored the two previous
games after being SEC tour-
ney MVP in 2011.

“He needed my help. I
didn’t want to start that
game when he was in a
slump, I just wanted to help
him out. I went to Cal. It re-
ally helped, too. Cal listened
to me,” Kidd-Gilchrist said.

However, the freshman
says rumors that he might
have asked Calipari to back
off practice time was not
true.

“I didn’t say that. I never
said that. at was a rumor.

It ain’t easy, but I never said
that,” Kidd-Gilchrist said.
“But I am just a good team-
mate. I love all my team-
mates to death. I have
always been like that. I will
do anything for them, but I
won’t mess with Cal on
practice stuff. at’s why he
coaches, not me.”

Still, Kidd-Gilchrist ad-
mits he best praise anyone
could ever give him would
be to say that he is a good
teammate.

“I just want to keep them
happy. I just want it to be a
brotherhood. I love my
teammates. Being a good
teammate is what every-
body should want to do,” he
said.

Miller says Kidd-Gilchrist
is more than just a good
teammate.

“Honestly, I don’t even
know what the best part of
his game is. He has so many
parts of his game,” Miller
said. “He brings a lot of en-
ergy that rubs off on us. His
defense, the way he re-
bounds, the way he gets to
the rim. He does a lot for us.
I just could never narrow it
down to one thing he does
best.

“He’s so young and it can
be tough for young guys to
be so intense in the change
from high school to college
and how hard it is and how
hard people play, especially
this late in the season. He
has done a great job with it,
though, from the start.”

Perhaps that’s because at
age 14, he was playing AAU
basketball against players
two or three years older.
Iowa State star Royce White
remembered Kidd-Gilchrist
well.

“He was tough then, too,
and then somebody told me
he was so much younger
than everybody else playing
and I couldn’t believe it,”
White said. “at dude can
play now and he could play
then.”

All-out effort
Kidd-Gilchrist’s all-out

intensity can sometimes
lead to violent collisions

with opponents, teammates,
the floor or even media
members seated courtside
because of his aggressive-
ness. While he’s never had a
serious injury, he says the
spills and collisions do take
a toll. He normally ices both
knees after practice as a pre-
caution.

“ey ache and I have
pains. I am old,” he laughed
and said. “But that’s the way
I have always been. I can’t
change me. I always play
that way. I have been hurt.
In high school I  hurt my
foot, ankles, stuff like that.
Shoulder problem. But all
that is in the past.”

How sore is he after a typ-
ical game?

“On a one to 10 scale,
about a 20. It hurts,” he said.

Kidd-Gilchrist has the
body and intensity star foot-
ball players have, but he
never played that sport.

“I am so young of a guy
and when I was coming up I
was just  whole lot bigger
than everybody else my age,
so I had to play up (in age di-
vision) if I wanted to play.
at’s the reason, and my
mom. She didn’t let me. She
didn’t want me to get hurt,”
he said.

e decision turned out
to be a sound one as Kidd-
Gilchrist rose to the No. 1
ranked player in his recruit-
ing class before Davis
passed him their senior
years. However, rankings
never motivated Kidd-
Gilchrist and he has never
quit working to improve his
play.

“He has improved in
pretty much every aspect,
which is what a lot of our
team has done,” Wiltjer said.
“Mike works so hard, and
Anthony and Marquis
(Teague). Everyone on our
team works so hard that they
slowly progress their games
and become the players they
are today, but no one works
harder or longer than him.

“In all-star games (after
last season) he was not that
intense, but he has definitely
stepped it up. His intensity is
one of the things we need

him for. He has surprised
me in that aspect. We a good
job balancing leadership be-
tween experienced guys and
young guys. He is a good
leader. He is very vocal out
there and really brings the
intensity.”

Wiltjer says teammates
know why Kidd-Gilchrist
brings that intensity, too.

“I think he doesn’t want
to lose, and he is such a
competitor that it really
brings it out of him in the
games. at’s when he gets
the loudest and most in-
tense,” Wiltjer said. 

Fan favorite
Kidd-Gilchrist has an in-

fectious smile that UK fans
love, one reason he’s be-
come a fan favorite.

“Am I a fan favorite? No, I
did not know that. I am just
being me. I am a silly kid,
too, but I do like thinking the
fans like me. I was hoping
for that,” he said. 

His mother is his biggest
fan. Kidd-Gilchrist calls her
“his hero” for what she’s
done after his father died
when he was young.

“I didn’t have nobody else
in my life. We always got
along great. at’s my mom.
My best friend. I will see her
this weekend, so I am happy
about that,” he said. “She got
on me about grades. Her
and my uncle because I was
a bad kid. I was just bad at
times. ey got on me.”

Bad kid? Certainly that’s
the perception anyone has
of Kidd-Gilchrist, who
added Kidd to his name in
honor of his uncle who
helped raise him and then
died of a heart attack the
same day Kidd-Gilchrist
signed with Kentucky.

“I was just a hot head.
at’s how I was. I did out-
grow that in high school. I
had to grow up fast, so I did.
I didn’t have no father fig-
ure, so I grew up and had to
be there for my mom,” he
said. “I still get hot headed
on the court sometimes. You
can see it sometimes, but
not all the time.”

Kidd-Gilchrist says he has
loved the “whole journey”
this season because of the
fun it has been. However,
he’s not sure whether he’ll
remember most what hap-
pened on or off the court.

“Man, that’s a good ques-
tion. Just being with coach
Calipari, a Hall of Fame
coach, is great and I am just
trying to make him proud. I
just want to win games while
I am here. is year is a
blessing, I think. Our record
is amazing to everybody. I
am having a lot of fun with
these guys,” Kidd-Gilchrist
said. “I love it here. I really
do. But whatever happens,
happens.”

at’s because he’s pro-
jected as a high lottery pick
and likely will leave UK for
the NBA despite saying a few
weeks ago that his plan was
to graduate at Kentucky.

“I do a lot with my heart.
I have to sit down with my
family and just see what is
best for me. That’s what I
want to do,” he said. “I will
always be a Kentuckian
from now on. I learned a lot
here. I will never forget this
place. But I have things to
think about. My mom is my
No. 1 fan. She is very proud
of me and I am proud of her
and love her to death. I
want to be able to take care
of her for all she’s done for
me.”

Kidd-Gilchrist wants title for Calipari
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Kentucky forward Michael Kidd-Gilchrist
(14) reacts in the second half of their NCAA
third-round tournament college basketball
game against Iowa State. Kentucky defeated
Iowa State 87-71.


