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JUNCTION CITY — Au-
thorities are looking for a
man accused of shooting at
an occupied vehicle
Wednesday night, Boyle
County Sheriff Marty Elliott
said.

About 10:30 p.m., a 19-
year-old man was driving
south on U.S. 127 when an-
other driver in a black
pickup truck began follow-
ing him. e truck pulled
alongside the man and
swerved at him several
times, according to Elliott.
e suspect then allegedly
chased the man through
Junction City and nearly
caused an accident.

In Alum Springs, the vic-
tim’s vehicle swerved off the
road and into a residential
yard. e other driver then
fired a handgun at the vehi-
cle and fled toward the
Parksville area, Elliott said.
e victim was not injured.

Deputies are looking for
the alleged shooter, who was
reportedly driving a “beat
up” black Chevrolet S-10
pickup truck with one door
painted red and a camper
top on the bed. Anyone with
information is asked to call
the sheriff’s department at
(859) 239-1123.

Police
search
for

shooter
Motorist fired upon
while driving

By DAVID BROCK

dbrock@amnews.com

A screening committee
has named four finalists
for the Mercer County su-
perintendent job, and the
list includes the man who
currently holds the in-
terim title.

The seven-person com-
mittee chose the four fi-
nalists, all from Kentucky,
from a field of 20 appli-
cants. The finalists are:
Dennis Davis, interim
Mercer superintendent;
Phil Rison, Montgomery
County assistant superin-
tendent; Donald Shively,
Paducah Independent as-
sistant superintendent;
and Richard B. “Brock”
Walter, Boyd County coor-
dinator of student serv-
ices.

Phil Eason, a consultant
with the Kentucky Associ-
ation of School Adminis-
trators and the company
Leadership Strategies
Group who is assisting
with the search, said the
goal is to hire a superin-
tendent by April 24. Inter-
views likely will begin
April 16.

Mercer 
narrows 
search for
school chief
Four finalists still 
in the running

Coach Calipari’s rebuilding
job at UK overlooked

Clay Jackson/cjackson@amnews.com

Demolition likely will begin next month on this house on the corner of North Fourth Street and Broadway. The building, which most recently
housed the law offices of Bill Stevens, was purchased in 2010 by the Boyle County Public Library. 

By DAVID BROCK

dbrock@amnews.com

Boyle County Public Library is
going ahead with plans to tear down
two nearby buildings to put in addi-
tional parking and a park.

Library Director Karl Benson said
hazardous waste mitigation is under
way in the old First Baptist Church
education building on South Fourth
Street and a house that most recently
was used as law offices for the late
Bill Stevens at the corner of West
Broadway and South Fourth Street. 

Although a contract for demoli-
tion hasn’t been signed, Benson said
the work likely will begin about the
first of April and take a month to
complete.

e bidding process for construc-
tion of new parking and a park at the
corner of North Fourth and Broad-
way probably will begin the first
week of April as well. Construction
should begin in May and be finished
before fall and the vice-presidential
debate at Centre College, Benson
said.

About 40 parking spaces will be
added to the current lot to make a
total of about 88. Benson said the
plan is based in large part on the
state library system’s suggestion that
there be one parking space for every
500 square feet in a facility. e
building is currently 44,000 square
feet.

e new layout also will allow for
more handicapped parking and
wider spaces throughout the lot.

Opponents of the plans, including
several members of Danville’s Archi-
tectural Review Board, have cited the

fact that the library spent an exorbi-
tant amount of money — $274,500
for the former law offices and
$393,000 for the church building —
for parking.

e library has both a public
board that has its own taxing district
and a private board of directors.

e private board is contracted to
perform services such as hiring staff
and also owns the original library
and oversees the library’s endow-
ment. e private and public boards
work in tandem to set the library’s
operating budget.

e public board has taxing au-
thority and ownership of the new
portions of the facility, which in-
cludes the two new buildings. 

Questions have been raised about
whether other uses could have been
found for the Stevens building and if
there is a need for more parking.

Despite some vocal disapproval,
Benson said there hasn’t been a
large negative reaction to the deci-
sion, which came after months of
long-range planning that included
public input. 

He said consideration for growing
patronage in the future, as well as in-
creased programming at the library,
also drove the decision.

“e board (members) felt they
had done their research and studied
their options and this was the best
thing for the library now and in the
future,” Benson said.

Boyle library to tear
down two buildings

Clay Jackson/cjackson@amnews.com

Workers have started hazardous material removal at the First Baptist Church education
building on North Fourth Street. The library is demolishing the building to expand its parking
lot.

By JOANNA KING

jking@amnews.com

“Secrets of Bluegrass Chefs”
was in town Wednesday at
Mermaids to tape a segment of
the program that takes Ken-
tucky out to dinner at some of
the best least-known eateries in
the Bluegrass region.

e show is a production of
BNB Productions LLC of
Louisville and is designed to,
according to producer Dan

Davidsaver, redefine local tele-
vision. e show airs locally at 6
p.m. Monday through Friday
on WTVQ-2. e segment fea-
turing Mermaids on Fourth
Street is expected to air in about
a month.

“We want to bring some-
thing positive to local TV, and
we are doing that by bringing
people inside and showing the
chefs sharing their secrets, but

TV show films 
at Mermaids

Joanna King/jking@amnews.com

“Secrets of Bluegrass Chefs” on-air personality Tim Laird,
left, picks up lines tossed under the direction of cameraman and
executive producer Michael Lattin while filming a segment
Wednesday at Mermaids on Fourth Street. See MERCER, on A8See MERMAIDS, on A8

KENTUCKY LOTTERY

WEDNESDAY
MIDDAY
Pick 3: 5-4-8
Pick 4: 5-6-9-7

EVENING
Pick 3: 8-1-9
Pick 4: 3-5-0-7

Powerball: 32-43-53-55-56
Powerball 6

Cash Ball: 5-21-23-31
Cash Ball 9

Kicker 9-9-7-1-1
5 Card Cash:

QH, 8H, 3H, 3C, 9H

Woman reports 
being assaulted
and dog shot

A Danville man was arrested
early this morning for allegedly
assaulting his girlfriend but at this
time is not a suspect in the shoot-
ing death of her German shep-
herd dog, police said.
Steve S. Houston, 52, is being

held in Boyle County Detention
Center on suspicion of fourth-de-
gree assault, possession of mari-
juana and possession of drug
paraphernalia. 
About 2:30 a.m., a woman

called police to report that her
dog had been shot dead at 146 E.
Mason Ave., said Danville Interim
Police Chief Tony Gray. The dog
was on a chain in the backyard of
the property.
While the woman was giving a

police report, she claimed her
boyfriend, Houston, had physi-
cally assaulted her about 1 a.m.,
Gray said.
Several hours later, Houston

returned to the residence, and
police arrested him. During the
arrest process, they discovered
marijuana and drug paraphernalia
on him, according to Gray.
The victim did not cite Hous-

ton as a suspect in the shooting
death of her German shepherd,
and at this time police are not
sure who is responsible for the in-
cident, Gray said. Whoever shot
the dog likely would be arrested
on suspicion of cruelty to animals,
Gray added.

— By Stephanie Mojica

Steve Houston
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