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Apolitician from the US state of  Kentucky. He represented the state in the 
United States House of  Representatives and served as its 31st governor. 
Brown was elected to the House of  Representatives for three non-consec-

utive terms, each of  which was marred by controversy. He was fi rst elected in 1859, 
despite his own protests that he was not yet twenty-fi ve years old, the minimum age 
set by the Constitution for serving in the legislature. The voters of  his district elected 
him anyway, but he was not allowed to take his seat until the Congress’ second ses-
sion, after he was of  legal age to serve. After moving to Henderson, Kentucky, Brown 
was elected from that district in 1866. On this occasion, he was denied his seat be-
cause of  alleged disloyalty to the Union during the Civil War. Voters in his district 
refused to elect another representative, and the seat remained vacant throughout the 
term to which Brown was elected. After an unsuccessful gubernatorial bid in 1871, 
Brown was again elected to the House in 1872 and served three consecutive terms. 
During his fi nal term, he was offi cially censured for delivering a speech excoriating 
Massachusetts Representative Benjamin F. Butler. The censure was later expunged 
from the congressional record.

After his service in the House, Brown took a break from politics, but re-entered the 
political arena as a candidate for governor of  Kentucky in 1891. He secured the Dem-
ocratic nomination in a four-way primary election, then convincingly won the general 
election over his Republican challenger, Andrew T. Wood. Brown’s administration, 
and the state Democratic Party, were split between gold standard supporters (includ-
ing Brown) and supporters of  the free coinage of  silver. Brown’s was also the fi rst 
administration to operate under the Kentucky Constitution of  1891, and most of  the 
legislature’s time was spent adapting the state’s code of  laws to the new constitution. 
Consequently, little of  signifi cance was accomplished during Brown’s term.

Brown hoped the legislature would elect him to the U.S. Senate following his term 
as governor. Having already alienated the free silver faction of  his party, he backed 
“Goldbug” candidate Cassius M. Clay Jr. for the Democratic nomination in the up-
coming gubernatorial election. However, the deaths of  two of  Brown’s children end-
ed his interest in the gubernatorial race and his own senatorial ambitions. At the 
Democratic nominating convention of  1899, candidate William Goebel used ques-
tionable tactics to secure the gubernatorial nomination, and a disgruntled faction of  
the party held a separate nominating convention, choosing Brown to oppose Goebel 
in the general election. Goebel was eventually declared the winner of  the election, but 
was assassinated. Brown became the legal counsel for former Kentucky Secretary of  
State Caleb Powers, an accused conspirator in the assassination. Brown died in Hen-
derson on January 11, 1904.

31st Governor of  Kentucky
September 2, 1891 – December 10, 1895

Born : June 28, 1835
 Claysville, Kentucky

Died :  January 11, 1904 (aged 68)

 Henderson, Kentucky 

Political Party: Democratic

Spouse(s): Lucie Barbee

        Rebecca Hart Dixon

Alma Mater: Centre College

Profession: Lawyer

Religion: Presbyterian

Where politics are concerned, Kentucky historically has been very hard 
fought and leaned slightly toward the Democratic Party, although it was 
never included among the “Solid South”. In 2006, 57.05% of  the state’s 

voters were officially registered as Democrats, 36.55% registered Repub-
lican, and 6.39% registered with some other political party.[44] Despite 
this, the state often supports Republican candidates for federal offices.
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Because of steadfast support of small business, 
Tanya Pullin has been recognized by the 

National Federation of Independent Businesses 
with their most prestigious award to legislators, 

The Guardian of Small  Business.
Tanya Pullin fights hard for Kentucky's small
businesses in the House of Representatives.

She has maintained a strong voting record
in support of small business.
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