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By KENNETH HART
The Independent

CATLETTSBURG Four
Greenup County residents,
two of whom were arrested
in January after a search
of their home turned up
drugs, cash and thousands
of dollars worth of stolen
property, were indicted
Monday in connection
with a series of residential
break-ins in Boyd County.
Victor A. Bentley, 25, and

Audreana Mullins, 21, both
of Wurtland; and Natasha
L. Barker, 25, and Christo-
pher Woodle, 28, both of
Greenup; all were charged
with 14 counts of burglary.
Bentley and Woodle also
were charged with persist-
ent felony offender.
All four defendants were

charged in the same 14 bur-
glaries, Boyd Common-
wealth’s Attorney David

4 charged
in Boyd
burglaries

By CARRIE STAMBAUGH
The Independent

GREENUP The City of
Greenup has expanded its
city limits to include prop-
erty owned by Pathways. 
The annexation will be-

come official in about 60
days, following the publi-
cation later this week of
an ordinance City Council
members enacted last
week by a margin of 5 to 1. 
Pathways officials op-

pose the annexation. No
employees or officials
were present at last week’s

meeting when the meas-
ure was given final read-
ing.  
Mayor Lundie Meadows

and city attorney Stephen
McGinnis said the annexa-
tion has been discussed for
years. 
“We just feel it is the

right thing to do,” said
Meadows. 
He noted that portion of

the property on which
Pathway’s Dora Lane fa-
cility sits was already in-
side the city. The remain-

Greenup
annexes
Pathways
property

By MIKE JAMES
The Independent

CANNONSBURG The new
Boyd County High School
is on schedule for comple-
tion late this year, and
some members of the Boyd
County Board of  Educa-
tion got an up-close look at
the progress being made
Monday.
They toured the 144,000-

square-foot building with
project manager Kevin
Cheek and construction
manager Rusty Evans be-
fore the board meeting.
“This is even better than

I imagined,” board chair-
man Bob Green said.
With construction on

schedule, the plan is to
hold a dedication in De-
cember and start classes in
the new school in January
2013, said Superintendent
Howard K. Osborne.

“We’re going to give the
community a Christmas
present,” he said.
Almost all the brick that

sheathes the concrete
walls has been installed, as
have windows on the two
sides of  the building,
Evans said. Much of the li-
brary area framing is com-
plete, the floors are laid
and drywall is in finishing

stages.
Designers have called it

“the heart of  the school,”
and it will incorporate
large expanses of  glass to
bring in light and afford
views to the outside.
Heating and air condi-

tioning units are in place
and workers are in the
process of  connecting
them to ductwork. The en-

tire building is under roof,
and gas and water lines
have been installed.
Most of  the curbs and

gutters have been put in
and workers are getting
started on concrete paving.
The gym is nearing com-

pletion; when the school
opens most of  the varsity
basketball games will be
hosted there.
It includes a mezzanine

level that will have a walk-
ing track and also an
archery area.
The auditorium shows

signs of  its eventual con-
figuration, which will be
suitable for school arts pro-
grams, and, because it will
have theatrical lighting
and sound systems, will be
usable by visiting artists
and professional produc-
tions, Osborne said.

Right on schedule
Members of BOE get look at new Boyd high
school; completion target later this year
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Boyd County Board of Education members and other guests are given a tour of the new high school construction site
on Monday. TOP: A view of the main entrance. BELOW: Kevin Cheek of the  architecture firm Sherman Carter Barnhart
gives a tour of the gym area that will seat 1,550.

’CATS GET THE CLINCHER
Ashland victory secures 64th top seed, spot in region / B1 

FRANKFORT (AP) A team of au-
ditors discovered what they be-
lieved to be “a toxic culture of en-
titlement” within the Kentucky
Department of  Agriculture dur-
ing the administration of former
Commissioner Richie Farmer, a
University of  Kentucky basket-

ball icon who ran unsuccessfully
for lieutenant governor last year.
Auditor of  Public Accounts

Adam Edelen said Monday that a
review turned up evidence of po-
tential criminal wrongdoing, in-
cluding allegations that Farmer
had misused state employees by

directing them to perform per-
sonal errands for him, including
taking him deer and turkey hunt-
ing.
Farmer’s attorney, Guthrie

True of Frankfort, dismissed the
audit as “very political and self-
serving.”

Farmer’s ag tenure blistered
Auditors say administration had a ‘toxic culture 
of entitlement;’ evidence of criminal wrongdoing

Former Department of Agriculture Commissioner Richie Farmer has
come under fire in a recent audit of his administration.  AP PHOTO
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