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the destruction in West liberty is overwhelming, but hundreds of Kentuckians are signing up to help.

No special skills required

TornAdo reCoverY in WesT LiberTY

Keren Henderson/KHenderson@stAte-journAl.com

Kathy Walter stands in her parents’ yard in West liberty satur-
day. It’s full of trees and other debris, most of which came from 
apartments and homes in the neighborhood. 

Hospitable residents welcome any help from volunteers

W
hat if it had 
been Frankfort? 
What if a funnel 
cloud had lifted 

off the Capitol dome and de-
posited it in Lawrenceburg? 
What if our lively downtown 
was destroyed, our homes 
smashed, and our belongings 
strewn across the bluegrass?

To add to our grief, what if 
we all knew someone who’d 

died in the storm?
If that had happened to us, 

as it did to West Liberty – an 
entire community leveled 
by the March 2 tornadoes – I 
would hope that the state of 
Kentucky would drop what it 
was doing to come to our aid. 
I would hope that guys would 
postpone their fishing trips 
and ladies would hold off on 
their gardening to help us re-
build.

The 3,500 residents of 
West Liberty are grateful for 
the steady flow of volunteers 
to their town nestled in the 
hills of Eastern Kentucky. 
It’s a mere two hours from 
Frankfort.

As I was there Saturday 
volunteering with a group of 
friends, Kathy Walter came 
out of her parents’ damaged 
home with diet caffeine free 
Pepsi and diet Canada Dry. 

Looters had taken the 
good stuff.

“I would bring you wa-
ter, but they stole all of that,” 
she apologized, explaining 
that the thieves came on the 
heels of the tornadoes. Her 
husband, Mark, found them 
camped out in a bedroom 

munching on cookies and 
drinks from the pantry.

They’re the ones who 
had busted a side door even 
though the front door had 
been blown into the yard by 
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By Kevin Wheatley
kwheAtley@StAte-journAl.com

Frankfort Plant Board 
cable customers may see a 
proposed  $3.26 monthly 
surcharge plus other rate 
increases on their May 1 
bill.

The plant board’s Board 
of Directors scheduled a 
public hearing for proposed 
rate increases for most ca-
ble and some broadband 
services for 5 p.m. April 3 at 
the plant board’s clubhouse 
on Tanglewood Drive.

The notice of the hearing 

and proposed rates will be 
included in April’s FPB bill.

The $3.26 surcharge, 
if approved, will cover re-
transmission agreements 
for major network affiliates 
that have increased since 
the fees were negotiated in 
late 2008 and early 2009, 
such as CBS (up 90 percent 
for WKYT and 39 percent 
for WLKY), ABC (22 percent 
for WTVQ and 3 percent for 
WHAS), NBC (240 percent 
for WAVE) and Fox (4,500 
percent for WDKY).

Frankfort fitting W. Liberty teens with dresses for prom
By Katheran Wasson
kwASSon@StAte-journAl.com

Franklin County volun-
teers are packing up hun-
dreds of dresses and head-
ing to tornado-ravaged West 
Liberty to make sure the girls 
there have a proper prom de-
spite the chaos.

Amy Nance is coordina-
tor of Cinderella’s Closet, a 
local effort to give free prom 
dresses and accessories to 

low-income teens. 
Nance says a teacher at 

Morgan County High School 
called her after finding the 
organization online. She 
said every girl in the school 
– about 200 of them – need-
ed a dress in time for prom 
April 14.

She was worried there 
wouldn’t be enough dress-
es because girls in Franklin 
and surrounding counties 

had already picked theirs 
earlier this month.

But that wasn’t a prob-
lem, Nance said. Cinderella’s 
Closet had about 500 dresses 
leftover, a result of generous, 
year-round donations from 
the community since the 
program started three years 
ago.

Cinderella’s Closet in 
Northern Kentucky and a 
similar organization in Lou-

isville also gave some extra 
dresses, Nance said.

“When you think about 
girls that have been through 
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StAte journAl StAff report

Multiple crews respond-
ed to a wreck Tuesday af-
ter a man rear-ended a 
parked state pickup truck 
in a construction zone on 
Wilkinson Boulevard.

Frankfort Police said 48-
year-old John Sullivan of 
Frankfort was driving east-
bound on Wilkinson around 
1:45 p.m. when he rear-end-
ed a Kentucky Transporta-
tion Cabinet pickup parked 
in the left lane near the exit 
to U.S. 127 north.

“We don’t know why he 
drifted over (into the left 
lane),” Capt. Rob Richard-
son said at the scene of the 
accident Tuesday. “It’s clear-
ly marked with cones.”

Transportation Cabinet 
road crews shut down the 
left lane earlier Tuesday af-
ternoon for road repairs. 

Maj. Fred Deaton said Sul-
livan drove through orange 
construction cones mark-
ing the closed lane before 
striking the truck. It had a 
blinking arrow also alerting 
drivers of the lane closure. 

Traffic was diverted onto 
Holmes Street and U.S. 127 
north after the accident as 
several police officers and 
EMS officials helped the 
man out of his vehicle to a 
stretcher. 

Richardson said Sullivan 
was conscious and talking 
with officers after the ac-
cident. He was taken with 
unknown injuries to Frank-
fort Regional Medical Cen-
ter and has since been re-
leased.

The investigation is 
ongoing, and police said 
charges are possible against 
Sullivan.

trIcIA sPAuldIng/tsPAuldIng@stAte-journAl.com

A man is pulled out of his vehicle on Wilkinson Boulevard 
tuesday afternoon after running into the back of a depart-
ment of transportation vehicle.

Man rams into parked 
construction truck
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