
By Beth Myers
Citizen Editor

With the ruling by Franklin County 
Circuit Judge Phillip Shepherd last 
week that the redistricting of Ken-
tucky was out of balance, and needed 
to be redrawn to comply with the one 
person, one vote mandate, things have 
become even more complicated in the 
2012 election process. Candidates that 
fi led according to the 2011 new draw-
ings of district lines, approved in Jan-
uary by the legislature and signed by 
Governor Steve Beshear, scrambled 
last week to fi le for the district they 
originally would have served in 2010.

Shepherd’s ruling dictated that the 
2012 election be based on the district 
lines prior to the redistricting that was 
signed into law last month. Shepherd 
ordered the secretary of state to not 
recognize the new districts, stating 
they were unconstitutional.

In the redistricting plan, Madison 
County was split into four districts, 
including District 86 with a major-
ity in Rockcastle County and District 
91, which stretches to Beattyville. The 
81st District, which Rep. Rita Smart 
serves in Richmond, would keep simi-
lar boundaries, and the fourth district 
would be the 88th, currently served 
by Rep. Bill Farmer out of Fayette 
County. 

Currently, Madison County is split 
into the 73rd District, represented by 
Rep. Donna Mayfi eld, the 81st Dis-
trict, represented by Rep. Rita Smart 
and the 36th District, represented by 
Rep. Lonnie Napier. After the redis-
tricting was approved, Rep. Napier 
chose not to run for the seat he has 
held for several years.
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Deadlines
• Noon on Monday 

for news submissions, 
announcements,
calendar items,

letters to the editor.

• Noon on Tuesday 
for all advertising.

Word from Berea Streets 
on length of time students
should spend in school.

B1

Berea and Madison 
Southern basketball teams 
prepare for District play.
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BereaC
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Crime Scene 
of Berea

Tanya Stewart/The Citizen 

Children and parents read 

together at the Madison County 

Public Library in Berea on Mon-

day, while supportive canine 

compansions listen in. The 

therapy dogs visit the library  to 

listen to children read and serve 

as nonjudgmental, supportive 

listeners. Above, Sneeches, a 

purebred bearded collie, listens 

to Go, Dog, Go!, and to the right, 

yellow Labrador Morgan shakes 

Jacob Cornett’s hand before 

settling down to listen to a story. 

The therapy dogs are part of 

the Madison County team from 

Pawsibilities Unleashed Pet 

Therapy, a nonpro� t organiza-

tion that teaches dogs, cats and 

their signi� cant humans to form 

trusting and respectful bonds.
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By Tanya Stewart
Citizen Reporter

Usually, the boy was so ner-
vous reading aloud with adults 
that he would speak only in 
the softest of whispers.  Today 
was diff erent. Not only was 
his mother there to coach him 
through the stumbling words, 
but a yellow Labrador retriever 
named Morgan was stretched 
out congenially beside him. Al-

though he started out inaudi-
bly, in the course of an hour the 
boy was sprawled comfortably 
on his belly in front of the dog, 
reading in a quiet, but conver-
sational voice.

Morgan and one of her col-
leagues, Sneeches, a purebred 
bearded collie, visited the 
Madison County Public Li-
brary in Berea Monday after-
noon with their owner-trainers, 
Lisa Lowe and Jane Bihl, to act 

as four-legged encouragement 
for young readers. They, along 
with two other dogs and their 
owners, form the Madison 
County team from Pawsibili-
ties Unleashed Pet Therapy of 
Kentucky, a Frankfort-based, 
non-profi t organization that 
teaches dogs, cats, and their 
signifi cant humans how to 
form a trusting, respectful, and 

By Beth Myers
Citizen Editor

When Police Chief David Gregory 
gave his annual report for the year 
2011 to the Berea City Council at their 
meeting on February 7, there were a 
few statistics that pointed to a chang-
ing criminal environment in Berea. 
Between 2010 and 2011, aggravated 
assault dropped from 77 incidents to 
9 incidents, and burglary increased 
from 119 incidents to 173 incidents. 
For the year 2011, at least, people’s 
property seemed at greater risk while 
crimes against the people themselves 
decreased.

While Gregory has a theory on the 
increased burglaries, he does not 
know why the aggravated assaults 
would have dropped.

“The prescription drug market 
seems to be driving the burglaries,” 
Gregory said, who mentioned that the 
burglaries often involve houses bro-
ken into during the day, with doors 
kicked and knocked open. “We know 
that prescription drugs are being sto-
len from a majority of them.”

As far as the decreased assaults, 
Gregory said he was not sure why 
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BEAT Working Groups 
Present Next Week

By Christie Green
Citizen Reporter

The Berea Economic Ad-
vancement Team (BEAT) con-
tinues moving forward with 
eff orts to develop a strong local 
economic base for the city.  The 
public meeting next week on 
Thursday, Feb. 23, will be an-
other chance for the small work 
groups to report on their activi-
ties and refi ne their goals. The 
meeting will take place at the 
Berea Baptist Church at 6 p.m. 

Having begun with a pub-
lic meeting in October, led by 
nationally recognized local 
economist Michael Shuman, 

the work has narrowed in to 
focus on fi ve developmental 
approaches:  Small Business, 
Big Business, Sustainability, Fi-
nance, and Tourism.  

According to the Berea City 
Government website, partici-
pants at the December 8 meet-
ing of B.E.A.T. developed small 
working groups that will fo-
cus on these approaches.  The 
sustainability component was 
divided into two groups, Food 
Sustainability and Energy Ef-
fi ciency.  Since late December, 
the B.E.A.T. small groups have 
been meeting on their own to 
clarify their goals and create 
actions plans.  

The Small Business group is 
focusing on supporting small 
business development and 
spurring investment along 
commercial corridors of the 
town.   Big Business is look-
ing at steps the community 
can take to improve workforce 
development for industries 
in the area and to position the 
community to capitalize on de-
militarization construction and 
activity at the Bluegrass Army 
Depot. 

 The Local Food Economy 
group hopes to support local 
farmers, increase farmers’ mar-
ket participation and promote 

SEE BEAT, PAGE A5


