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Pre-game TV schedule
Super Bowl pre- game coverage 
planned for Sunday on CBS, which 
is showing the game, as well 
as ESPN and the NFL Network 
(schedule subject to change):

CBS-27
(2 p.m.-6:30 p.m.)

2 p.m.: Introduction, overview.
2:15 p.m.: Feature on 49ers 

linebacker Patrick Willis.
2:35 p.m.: Piece on Ravens 

running back Ray Rice.
2:40 p.m.: Feature on Zack 

Golditch, a high school football 
player who was wounded in the 
movie theater shooting last sum-
mer in Aurora, Colo., in which 
12 people were killed. Golditch, 
who was shot through the neck, 
became a symbol of strength as 
he fought his way back onto the 
football field.

2:50 p.m.: Television personal-
ity Rachael Ray prepares tailgate 
food.

3 p.m.: Inspirational piece on 
O.J. Brigance, who was special 
teams captain for the Ravens in 
the 2001 Super Bowl then six 
years later was diagnosed with 
ALS (Lou Gehrig’s Disease) Super 
Bowl XXXV, and given less than 
five years to live but now serves as 
an advisor to the team.

3:20 p.m.: Feature on the role 
music has played in New Orleans’ 
recovery from Hurricane Katrina.

3:40 p.m.: Discussion on 
player safety and concussions in 
football.

3:50 p.m.: Commentary from 
broadcaster Jim Rome.

4 p.m.: Segment on Colts 
Coach Chuck Pagano’s battle with 
leukemia.

4:10 p.m.: Segment on Ravens 
quarterback Joe Flacco.

4:30 p.m.: CBS News’ Scott 
Pelley interviews President Obama.

4:50 p.m.: Segment on 49ers 
tight end Vernon Davis.

5:20 p.m.: Interview with retir-
ing Ravens linebacker Ray Lewis.

5:30 p.m.: Feature on the 
Harbaugh brothers becoming the 
first head coaches to face each 
other in the Super Bowl.

5:40 p.m.: Feature on 49ers 
quarterback Colin Kaepernick.

6 p.m.: Pre-game festivities 
wrap up with team introductions 
in the stadium and Alicia Keys 
performing the national anthem.

6:30 p.m.: Game kicks off.

ESPN
(10 a.m.-2 p.m.)

10 a.m.: Introduction.
10:15 a.m.: Steve Young and 

Trent Dilfer discuss the Super Bowl 
quarterbacks.

11 a.m.: Feature on 49ers 
linebacker Aldon Smith.

11:15 a.m.: Kenny Mayne 
humorous piece on trying to find 
“the missing Harbaugh brother.”

11:30 a.m.: Segment with 
Doug Williams marking the 25th 
anniversary of him quarterbacking 
the Redskins in their 42-10 Super 
Bowl victory over the Broncos, the 
game in which he became the first 
African American QB to start, and 
win, a Super Bowl.

11:45 a.m.: Steve Young and 
Jerry Rice reminisce about win-
ning the Super Bowl 18 years ago 
in the Superdome, where Sunday’s 
game also will be played.

Noon: Interview with Ravens 
QB Joe Flacco.

12:30 p.m.: Feature on Ravens 
wide receiver Torrey Smith, whose 
younger brother was killed in a 
motorcycle accident this season.

1 p.m.: Feature on 49ers QB 
Colin Kaepernick.

1:10 p.m.: Comedian Frank 
Caliendo roams Bourbon Street 
impersonating “Monday Night 
Football” analyst Jon Gruden.

1:15 p.m.: Gruden discusses 
unsung players who might have a 
big impact on the game.

1:35 p.m.: A look at curious 
plays from the playoffs.

NFL NETWORK
(9 a.m.-5:30 p.m.)

9 a.m.: Key matchups in the 
game are discussed.

10 a.m.: Discussions about 
key players in the game and 
an interview with Jaguars wide 
receiver Laurent Robinson about 
the impact of concussions.

11 a.m.: Marshall Faulk looks 
at 49ers running back Frank Gore 
and QB Kaepernick, Kurt Warner 
evaluates QBs Flacco and Kaep-
ernick plus a piece on the Doug 
Williams.

Noon: Brett Favre joins the 
show, plus an interview with 
former University of Nevada coach 
Chris Ault to discuss the “Pistol” 
offense that he designed. Also, 
Faulk, Warner and others discuss 
their memories from playing in the 
Super Bowl.

1 p.m.: Interview with both 
coaches, a discussion on the evo-
lution of the quarterback position 
and a piece on Lewis.

2 p.m.: An interview with 
Kaepernick’s adoptive family and 
former Ravens head coach Brian 
Billick meets with current coach 
John Harbaugh.

3 p.m.: Analysis of Ray Lewis; 
former Ravens coach Brian Billick 
meets with current coach John 
Harbaugh.

4 p.m.: Predictions on the 
game and other features.

ST. LOUIS POST-DISPATCH

NOTES

Adrian Peterson’s sensational season fol-
lowing major knee surgery has earned him 
The Associated Press 2012 NFL Most Valu-
able Player Award.

Earlier Saturday, Peterson won Offensive 
Player of the Year.

The Minnesota Vikings running back fin-
ished with 2,019 yards, a mere 9 yards short 
of breaking Eric Dickerson’s rushing record. 
Peterson beat out Peyton Manning, who in 
his first season as Denver’s quarterback con-
tended for a fifth MVP trophy. Manning’s four 
are a record.

Peterson received 30 1-2 votes from a na-
tionwide panel of 50 media members who reg-
ularly cover the NFL. Manning got the other 
19 1-2 votes.

Peterson led the Vikings from a 3-13 mark 
to 10-6 and a wild-card playoff berth. He is 
the first running back to win MVP since La-
Dainian Tomlinson in 2006.

Peterson accepted his award at the “2nd 
Annual NFL Honors” show on CBS salut-
ing the NFL’s best players, performances and 
plays from the 2012 season.

 Houston end J.J. Watt has won The As-
sociated Press 2012 NFL Defensive Player of 
the Year award, missing a perfect ballot by 
one vote.

The NFL’s sacks leader with 20 1-2 and 
a pass-blocking fiend, Watt earned 49 votes 
from a nationwide panel of 50 media members 
who regularly cover the league. Denver line-
backer Von Miller received the other vote.

Watt, a versatile second-year player with a 
tremendous burst off the line, also forced four 
fumbles and recovered two in helping the Tex-
ans to their second straight AFC South title. 
With his long wingspan, he blocked a stun-
ning 16 passes.

 Robert Griffin III did not show a hint of a 
limp while walking up and down the red carpet 
before accepting The Associated Press 2012 
NFL Offensive Rookie of the Year award.

Tough to tell the Washington Redskins 
quarterback had surgery to repair two liga-
ments in his right knee less than a month 
ago.

“It’s truly a blessing ... to be able to stand, 
first and foremost,” Griffin said.

Speaking to the media for the first time 
since his Jan. 9 operation, the man known as 
RG3 said he’s aiming to return to action at the 
start of next season.

He received 29 votes from a nationwide 
panel of 50 media members who regularly cov-
er the league, topping two other quarterbacks 
who also took their teams to the postseason: 
Andrew Luck of the Indianapolis Colts got 11 
votes, and Russell Wilson of the Seattle Sea-
hawks got 10.

 Linebacker Luke Kuechly, Carolina’s tack-
ling machine, has won the Associated Press 
2012 NFL Defensive Rookie of the Year award.

Kuechly, a first-round pick from Boston 
College, led the league with 164 tackles. He 
began the season on the outside but moved to 
middle linebacker five games into the season 
and the Panthers went from 24th in the league 
in overall defense to 10th.

He earned 28 votes from a nationwide pan-
el of 50 media members who regularly cover 
the league.

 Bruce Arians has become the first in-
terim coach to win the top NFL award from 
The Associated Press, taking the 2012 Coach 
of the Year honors for his work with the India-
napolis Colts.

Arians now is head coach in Arizona.
Arians took charge of the Colts in late Sep-

tember after head coach Chuck Pagano was 
diagnosed with leukemia. The Colts, 2-14 the 
previous season, went 9-3 under Arians and 
made the playoffs.

League inducts 7 more to Hall of Fame
Bill Parcells was a winner everywhere he 

coached. Time and time again, he took over 
struggling franchises and showed them what 
it takes to be a success, including a pair of Su-
per Bowl titles with the New York Giants.

Parcells pulled off another victory Saturday 
— election to the Pro Football Hall of Fame.

Getting in on his fourth try, Parcells led an 
induction class that also included mouthy de-
fensive lineman Warren Sapp, prolific receiver 
Cris Carter and a pair of stalwarts from the 
trenches, offensive linemen Jonathan Ogden 
and Larry Allen.

The class of 2013 also included a pair of 
senior selections, Curley Culp and Dave Rob-
inson. The announcement was made in New 
Orleans, site of Sunday’s Super Bowl.

Almost as noteworthy were the finalists 
who didn’t get in, including running back Je-
rome Bettis and owners Art Modell and Ed-
ward DeBartolo Jr. Players and coaches from 
the Baltimore Ravens, who will face the San 
Francisco 49ers in the Super Bowl, spent all 
week lobbying for Modell, their former owner 
who died last year, to claim a place in the hall.

It didn’t work out, no doubt pleasing fans 
in Cleveland who remain bitter about Modell 
moving the original Browns to Baltimore.

No one was more emotional than Carter, 
who took six years to get in despite putting 
up some of the best receiving numbers in NFL 
history. He broke down in tears but quickly 
pointed out “it’s not because I’m sad.”

PARCELLS HEADLINES NFL 
HALL OF FAME INDUCTEES

Peterson 
beats 

Manning 
for MVP

Associated Press

Attending a Super Bowl in 
New Orleans should be at the top 
of any NFL fan’s bucket list. But 
before you try the gumbo and the 
crawfish etouffee, here are a few 
things to nibble on ahead of this 
year’s fascinating game.
■ The practice of kissing the 

right biceps in celebration is 
called “Kaepernicking,” which 
49ers quarterback Colin Kaeper-
nick is attempting to trademark. 
The practice of quietly winning 
playoff games on the road with-
out bringing attention to yourself 
is called Flacco-ing, which every-
one should try to mimic.
■ Kaepernick is the first 

quarterback to start the season 
as a reserve and lead his team 
to the Super Bowl since Jake 
Delhomme brought the Panthers 
to the Super Bowl following the 
2003 season. Delhomme replaced 
Rodney Peete in the second half 
of the season opener.
■ The Ravens were forced to 

adjust their offensive line when 
guard Jah Reid suffered a season-
ending toe injury after the first 
playoff game. Left tackle Bryant 
McKinnie, who was a reserve 
for the first time in his 11-year 
career, came off the bench and 
is playing his best ball in years. 
The key to McKinnie’s season 
probably was his solid play in an 
otherwise meaningless Week 17 
game against the Bengals. It was 
his first extended duty all season.
■ Niners Pro Bowl safety 

Donte Whitner suffered serious 
injuries when he was hit by a car 
when he was 6 years old, chasing 
a football into the street outside 
his home in Cleveland. He was 
told by doctors that he might 
never walk again. A few years 
later, he told the Cleveland Plain 
Dealer that he forged his mom’s 
signature on a permission slip to 
play Pop Warner football.
■ Team architect Ozzie 

Newsome’s first two draft picks 
as a Ravens executive in 1996 
were Jonathan Ogden and Ray 
Lewis. Ogden is expected to be 
tabbed for the Hall of Fame this 
weekend. Lewis is closing out his 
HOF career this weekend.
■ Lewis’ first career sack was 

on Jim Harbaugh when the Nin-
ers’ coach played for Indianapolis.
■ Lewis and tight-ends coach 

Wade Harman are the only 
holdovers from Baltimore’s Super 
Bowl win after the 2000 season. 
The only 49ers player to win a 
Super Bowl was reserve lineback-
er Clark Haggans, who played for 
the 2005 Steelers.
■ The last time the 49ers 

played a Super Bowl in New 
Orleans, they beat the Bengals, 
55-10, for the 1989 title. Tampa 
was the site of the Ravens’ only 
other Super Bowl appearance. 
They hammered the Giants, 34-7.
■ Ravens tight end Den-

nis Pitta is one of Joe Flacco’s 
closest teammates. Pitta, in his 
third season, had a career-best 61 
catches and seven touchdowns, 
and just two drops on 94 targets. 

Pitta was a walk-on at BYU who 
left as the school’s all-time lead-
ing receiver.
■ Proof that numbers aren’t 

everything: The Ravens have 
scored 157 points in the six 
games since Jim Caldwell replaced 
Cam Cameron as the offensive 
coordinator in mid-December. 
In the six games that led up to 
Cameron’s dismissal, the Ravens 
scored 157 points. They were 4-2 
during each stretch, except five of 
the six games with Caldwell were 
against playoff teams.
■ Given how the bounty scan-

dal destroyed the Saints’ season 
even before it started, what kind 
of reception do you think Roger 
Goodell will get when he pres-
ents the Super Bowl trophy Sun-
day night? It still won’t be as bad 
as when Gary Bettman hands out 
the Stanley Cup in June.
■ The Ravens beat the 49ers 

in a 2011 Thanksgiving game, 
which was the first time two 
brothers coached against one 
another in an NFL game. Sunday 
will be the second time, and first 
in a playoff game for any of the 
four major sports.
■ Jack Harbaugh, the coach-

es’ father, recalled going into the 
49ers locker room after that 2011 
game: “It was quiet and som-
ber and finally I saw Jim all by 
himself … his hands on his head. 
And we realized this is where we 
were needed. We know we are 
going to experience that one way 
or another this week.”
■ Ravens center Matt Birk 

and 49ers wide receiver Randy 
Moss were teammates with the 
Vikings from 1998-2004. Don’t 
expect pre-game hugs, since 
Moss sulked his way out of Min-
neapolis following the Vikings’ 
playoff loss in Philadelphia after 
the 2004 season.
■ Kaepernick is 2-1 in domes 

as a starter, including a win in 
New Orleans in late November. 
Flacco is 1-5 indoors, including 
a loss at Houston earlier this 
season when Reliant Stadium’s 
retractable roof was closed.
■ Good move by Kaepernick 

to order pizza for an overflow 
media contingent recently at 
49ers practice. The Super Bowl 
MVP award is a combination 
vote of fans (20 percent) and 
sports writers/broadcasters (80 
percent). Quarterbacks have won 
five of the last six Super MVPs.
■ Given John Harbaugh’s 

background as the Eagles’ former 
special-teams coach, it’s no 
surprise the Ravens were second 
in average starting position after 
kickoffs (around their own 25) 
and fifth in their opponent’s 
starts (just more than the 20).
■ San Francisco running back 

Frank Gore’s full name is Frank-
lin Delano Gore. Give the parents 
points for historical knowledge 
even if FDG doesn’t roll off the 
tongue like FDR.
■ Gore’s big career break 

came in 2006 when the 49ers 
traded Kevan Barlow to the Jets 
and handed the starting job to 
Gore. He responded with 1,695 

rushing yards and is the fran-
chise’s all-time leader with 8,839.
■ Flacco has a streak of 162 

pass attempts without an inter-
ception, including 93 in three 
playoff games. Kaepernick has 
one pick in his 52 post-season 
throws.
■ San Francisco wide re-

ceiver Michael Crabtree also was 
recruited to play basketball at 
Texas Tech by Bobby Knight, no 
less. Crabtree stuck to football, 
however, became a first-round pick 
and had a career-best 85 catches 
this season.
■ Baltimore is the second 

team to beat Peyton Manning 
and Tom Brady in the same post-
season. The other was the 2010 
Jets, which lost to the Steelers in 
the AFC title game.
■ San Francisco beat Aaron 

Rodgers and Matt Ryan on its 
way here, which also isn’t too 
shabby.
■ The Ravens have won the 

last three meetings with the 
49ers, including a 9-7 slugfest 
in 2007 and a 16-6 zzzz-fest last 
year. Advertising executives will 
be crying in their Bourbon Street 
Hurricanes if there’s not more 
scoring on Sunday.
■ Combined, the teams are 

averaging more than 30 points in 
their playoff games, while giving 
up 22. The over/under is 46½.
■ San Francisco kicker David 

Akers missed a career-worst 13 
field-goal attempts this season, 
including a discouraging 7-for-13 
from 40-49 yards out. The Niners 
gave Billy Cundiff a look in early 
January before deciding to stick 
with Akers. Cundiff, ironically, 
badly missed a 32-yard field-goal 
attempt for the Ravens last year 
that would have sent the AFC 
title game into overtime. Instead, 
the shank sent the Patriots to the 
Super Bowl.
■ The last Super Bowl in New 

Orleans was the best of the previ-
ous nine. Adam Vinatieri kicked a 
48-yarder as time expired to beat 
the Rams (2002 season) and give 
the Patriots, 14-point underdogs, 
their first title.
■ If the pregame show you 

are watching does a feature on 
O.J. Brigance, be sure to watch. 
Brigance won a ring with the 
Ravens as a player, but his body 
has been ravaged by ALS since. 
He speaks through a computer 
and is a senior adviser for the 
Ravens. Brigance speaks to the 
team before each game and has 
become its inspiration.
■ “O.J. took me under his 

wing when I first got here,” 
Ravens safety Ed Reed said. 
“Everything he’s been through 
and is going through, to still be 
the same O.J. and being a light 
to you and being a light for our 
team. He’s been like an uncle to 
me and like a brother.”
■ Linebacker Aldon Smith 

was voted the team MVP by 
49ers coaches. Smith set a team 
record with 19½ sacks, and his 
33½ in his first two seasons 
broke the league record of 31 
held by Reggie White. 

THERE’S A LOT 
ON THE MENU
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