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SERVICES
Today
Wilmer E. Cecil and Em-

ma Dean Carpenter Cecil of
West Liberty. Joint services
at 2 p.m. at Northcutt & Son
Home Memorial Chapel in
Morehead. May Cemetery in
West Liberty.

t

Wendell Scott Cole of
Vanceburg. Funeral at 2 p.m.
at Globe Family Funeral
Chapel in Garrison. Skid-
more Cemetery in Garrison.
Visitation until time of

service at the funeral home.
t

Helen Marie Puckett-
Johnson of Flatwoods. Fu-
neral at 11 a.m. at Carman
Funeral Home in Flatwoods.
Bellefonte Memorial Gar-
dens in Flatwoods.

t

James Isaac “Jimbo”
Fannin of Louisa. Funeral
at 2 p.m. at Young Funeral
Home in Louisa. Fannin
Family Cemetery in Louisa.

t

Richard Andrew “Rick”
Ellison of Ashland. Visita-
tion from 3 to 5 p.m. at Steen
Funeral Home-13th Street
Chapel in Ashland.

t

Isom William Salyers of
Elliott County. Funeral at
noon at Waddell & Whitt Fu-
neral Home in Sandy Hook.
Salyers Cemetery.
Visitation at 9 a.m. at the

funeral home.

Monday
Cecil Conley of Ashland.

Celebration at noon at
Schoppenhorst Underwood
and Brooks Funeral Home
in Brooks.
Visitation from 1 to 4 p.m.

today at Preston Family Fu-
neral Home in Ashland. 

t

Violet Hazel Shrader of
Lenoir, N.C. Graveside serv-
ice at 11 a.m. at Rose Hill
Burial Park in Ashland.
Pendry’s Funeral Home in

Lenoir and Caniff  Funeral
Home in Westwood is in
charge of arrangements.

t

Orville Tackett Sr. of Flat-
woods. Graveside service at
1 p.m. at Kentucky Veterans
Cemetery North East in
Greenup County.
Visitation from 6 to 8 p.m.

today at Evans Funeral
Home in Raceland.

Tuesday
Milton B. “Bill” Metzler

of Ashland. Funeral at 2

p.m. at Steen Funeral Home-
Central Avenue Chapel in
Ashland. Ashland Ceme-
tery.

Visitation from 6 to 8 p.m.
Monday at the funeral
home.

    
     

    

     
    

     

    
     

    

     
    

     

    
     

    

     
    

     

    
     

    

     
    

     

    
     

    

     
    

     

    
     

    

     
    

     

    
     

    

     
    

     

    
     

    

     
    

     

    
     

    

     
    

     

    
     

    

     
    

     

    
     

    

     
    

     

    
     

    

     
    

     

    
     

    

     
    

     

    
     

    

     
    

     

    
     

    

     
    

     

    
     

    

     
    

     

    
     

    

     
    

     

    
     

    

     
    

     

    
     

    

     
    

     

    
     

    

     
    

     

    
     

    

     
    

     

    
     

    

     
    

     

    
     

    

     
    

     

    
     

    

     
    

     

    
     

    

     
    

     

    
     

    

     
    

     

    
     

    

     
    

     

    
     

    

     
    

     

    
     

    

     
    

     

    
     

    

     
    

     

VA may pick hospital site this spring
LOUISVILLE (AP) U.S. Sen.

Mitch McConnell said Sat-
urday that the Department
of  Veterans Affairs appears
close to deciding where to
build a new hospital in
Louisville. He chided the
agency for its “glacial
pace” in replacing a facility
that opened during the Ko-
rean War.
McConnell, R-Ky., told a

veterans’ group that he
met Thursday with Veter-
ans Affairs Secretary Eric
Shinseki to express con-
cerns about delays in build-
ing the new VA hospital.

Shinseki indicated the
agency hopes to pick a final
site this spring, the senator
said.
“I am as frustrated as all

of  you are at the glacial
pace of  the VA to make a
decision as to the location
of the new facility, and to fi-
nally break some ground,”
McConnell told a gathering
of  Veterans of  Foreign
Wars members in
Louisville.
McConnell, the Senate

Republican leader, prom-
ised to keep close tabs on
the VA’s progress.

The current VA hospital
opened in 1952. The hospi-
tal, situated northeast of
downtown Louisville, has
undergone expansions but
still lacks adequate space
to keep up with demand for
its health services, said Bob
Morey, its facility planner. 
Then-Veterans Affairs

Secretary Jim Nicholson
came to Louisville in 2006
to announce plans to build
the new hospital. Mc-
Connell and other political
leaders hailed the an-
nouncement, noting com-
plaints that the existing VA

medical center is over-
crowded and outdated.
Since then, the project

has ground to a halt be-
cause of  the agency’s de-
lays in choosing a site, Mc-
Connell said.
McConnell said the VA

promised his office that a
site would be selected by
September 2011. That dead-
line was missed, he said,
but the VA has since said it
had narrowed the potential
sites from five to two.
“We are not as near to

our ultimate goal of  start-
ing construction on a new

facility as we need to be,”
the senator said. “Ken-
tucky’s veterans have had
to wait long enough for a
hospital.”
Carl Kaelin, state VFW

chief  of  staff, said veterans
want the VA to pick up the
pace.
“It’s time to move,” he

said. “We need the (new) VA
hospital now. We don’t need
it years down the road.”
McConnell has not advo-

cated a particular location
for the new hospital, saying
only that veterans should
have input in the decision. 

He said that once the site
is chosen, construction
should begin quickly.
Kaelin said veterans op-

pose a downtown location
for the new hospital. They
worry about parking and
traffic congestion, he said.
The two final sites under

review are both away from
downtown, Morey said. VA
is finishing environmental
and archaeological assess-
ments of  the sites and is
getting property appraisals
done. Congress approved
$75 million for property ac-
quisition and design.

Storied carrier, ‘The Big E,’ makes final voyage
NORFOLK, Va. (AP) When

the makers of  “Top Gun”
were filming on board the
USS Enterprise, they do-
nated a set of  black fuzzy
dice to liven up the ship’s
otherwise drab interior.
A quarter-century later,

the dice will still be dan-
gling inside the tower of
“the Big E” as the world’s
first nuclear-powered air-
craft carrier sets sail on its
final voyage today.
The trinket is a reminder

of  the ship’s storied 50-year
history that includes ac-
tion in several wars, a
prominent role in the
Cuban missile crisis and
serving as a spotter ship for
John Glenn’s historic orbit
of  the earth. 
“To serve on this ship,

certainly in this capacity,
you certainly have to be a
student of  the ship’s histo-
ry,” said Rear Adm. Walter
Carter, commander of  the
Enterprise strike group.
“Fifty years of  service, in
our nation’s history, we’ve
never had a warship in
service that long.”
The Enterprise is the

longest aircraft carrier in
the U.S. fleet. It is also the
oldest, a distinction that
brings pride as well as plen-

ty of  headaches for the
ship’s more than 4,000 crew
members. The ship is effec-
tively a small city that fre-
quently needs repairs be-
cause of  its age. It was orig-
inally designed to last 25
years, but a major overhaul
in 1979 and other improve-
ments have extended its
life.

The ship largely looks
like any other carrier on
the inside and has modern
amenities like gyms, a cof-
fee shop and a television
station with dozens of
channels. It even produces
its own daily newspaper
while at sea.
But even the best-main-

tained ship faces chal-

lenges as it ages.
“It’s kind of  like when

you get older and you know
it’s harder to get out of  the
bed in the morning. It takes
you a couple hours to kind
of  really get up and then
you’re fine. Well, it’s the
same sort of  thing here
with Enterprise,” Capt.
William Hamilton, the

ship’s commanding officer,
said days before the ship
was set to deploy from
Naval Station Norfolk. 
Hamilton acknowledged

all aircraft carriers have
problems they’re supposed
to anticipate, but he said
the Enterprise is more like-
ly to have “unknown un-
knowns” than newer ships.
Machinists in charge of

fixing unexpected prob-
lems say the things that
can break down range from
critical air conditioner
units to elevators that lift
fighter jets from the
hangar bay to the flight
deck. Moreover, the Enter-
prise has eight nuclear re-
actors to maintain — six
more than any other U.S.
carrier.
The problems are so no-

torious that sailors report-
ing to work aboard the En-
terprise are often given jok-
ing condolences by their
colleagues on shore and on

other ships.

TRI-STATE
PAWN & JEWELRY
4250 WINCHESTER • ASHLAND  • 606-325-1000

WE BUY
GOLD

NOW BUYING:

Silver

KIRK
LAW FIRM

Kenneth Smith, Attorney

AP PHOTO

Petty Officer 3rd Class Michael Joseph carries his daughter Maleah, 1, to his reenlistment
ceremony aboard the nuclear powered aircraft carrier USS Enterprise at Norfolk Naval Sta-
tion in Norfolk, Va.


