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By MIKE JAMES
The Independent

FLATWOODS It was six years ago
today that lightning struck Evelyn
Molina’s house and the resulting
fire virtually destroyed it.
Her mood on the anniversary of

that unhappy event is much
lighter this year, because on Satur-
day afternoon she got the keys to
her completely rebuilt house,
courtesy of Greenup County Habi-
tat for Humanity.
It marked completion of  the

Greenup chapter’s second build-
ing project.
Molina was crying while family,

friends and Habitat officials gath-
ered in her gleaming new kitchen
to hand over the keys, but unlike
the day of the fire, they were tears
of happiness and gratitude.
“We never would have had this

without you all,” she said.
Molina, her daughter Courtney,

and Courtney’s 4-year-old son
Brayden will move into the single-
story house on Grandview Drive in
early April.
Habitat didn’t build the entire

house; Molina did her best to get it
done on her own, financing the
work as it went along. The non-
profit organization stepped in
when the house was about 80 per-
cent complete and Molina had come
to the limit of her ability to do the
work. She also was having difficulty
with further financing.
Last August she turned to Habi-

tat. The organization doesn’t give
away houses. It builds them largely

with donated labor; often with do-
nated or discounted materials. Re-
cipients do some of the work and
pay for the homes with interest-free
loans.
Molina learned about Habitat

when the chapter was working on
its first project on nearby Wheeler
Street. She walked by one day with
her grandson in his stroller and

asked if she could help.
“She came back with work gloves

and said she liked to help,” said
chapter president Rhonda Nunley.
About 90 volunteers put in some

1,200 hours of work finishing Moli-
na’s house, Nunley said.
The work is virtually finished ex-

cept for some landscaping. The
chapter is hoping to find a land-

scaper willing to do the work
gratis, and it also could use a cou-
ple of loads of topsoil, project coor-
dinator Michael Garlinger said.
“This has renewed our hope in

the Lord,” Molina said.
When they gave her they keys,

Habitat officials also presented
Molina with a Bible, a decorative
plaque, and other mementos.

The chapter hopes to get started
on another project soon in the
South Shore area, Nunley said.
The chapter has a Facebook

page and can be reached at (606)
836-0421. Its website is greenup-
countyhabitat.org.

MIKE JAMES can be reached at
mjames@dailyindependent.com or 
(606) 326-2652.

HABITAT FOR HUMANITY PROJECT COMPLETED

Flatwoods home ready
Family emotional as keys are handed over

PHOTOS BY KEVIN GOLDY / THE INDEPENDENT

ABOVE: Evelyn Molina smiles while she stands in the new kitchen of her home on Grandview Avenue in Flatwoods on Saturday. Molina’s home was
struck by lightning, resulting in a fire that virtually destroyed it, six years ago. RIGHT: Molina and her daughter, Courtney, share a hug during Sat-
urday’s ceremony.

LEXINGTON (AP) An investigation
of former Agriculture Department
Commissioner Richie Farmer’s
tenure found that about $60,000 in
gifts were purchased for the 2008
gathering of the Southern Associ-
ation of  State Departments of
Agriculture in Lexington.
Visiting agriculture commis-

sioners each got a Remington rifle
with case, an engraved pock-
etknife and a custom-made wood-
en hat, among other gifts.
Records the department re-

leased Friday, in response to an
Open Records Act request, show
sponsorships paid by corpora-
tions, agricultural associations
and individuals covered at least 80
percent of  the convention’s
$208,851 cost.
“Regardless of  what was given

away, I don’t think there’s any rea-
son to think state resources were
used on any of  those gifts,”
Farmer’s attorney, Guthrie True,
said. “Because of that I don’t think
there’s any impropriety here.”
The convention expenses are be-

ing examined as part of a special
audit of Farmer’s 2003-2011 tenure.
Current Agriculture Commission-

er James Comer requested the au-
dit after questions were the raised
about Farmer’s management, pur-
chasing and hiring practices.
The 2008 convention became

part of the audit on Jan. 17 when
Farmer — just days after news re-
ports about missing department
equipment — returned some of the
missing items along with seven ri-
fles bought as gifts for the conven-
tion.
Convention expenses include

$11,225 for guns, $2,373 for cases,
$4,678 for pocketknives and $4,875
for custom-made wooden hats
from a Somerset craftsman.
Other gifts listed in the ledger in-

clude more than $2,000 from Ken-
tucky wineries, $2,300 from Ken-
tucky candy stores, $1,500 from
Fayette Mall and $850 from Ken-
tucky Gentleman Cigar Co.
The largest donors to the event

were Griffin Industries of North-
ern Kentucky, which gave $25,000,
and the Southern Crop Production
Association, which gave $24,000.
The Kentucky Farm Bureau gave
$6,000 and 13 associations, compa-
nies or individuals each gave
$5,000. 

Audit: $60K 
on agriculture
event gifts
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Free coal academy
set to start classes
HARLAN
The Kentucky Coal Academy

and Workforce Solutions of
Southeast Kentucky Communi-
ty & Technical College are offer-
ing a free training course for
miners.
Murrel Dixon, who is director

of the coal academy at South-
east, told the Harlan Daily En-
terprise the course is an “excel-
lent opportunity” for coal min-
ers to improve their skills.
The eight-week program,

which begins on Monday, offers
certification in underground
and surface mining. Classes are
at the Kentucky Coal Academy

in Cumberland, the Knox
County area Technology Cen-
ter in Barbourville and at com-
munity college campuses in
Whitesburg, Middlesboro and
Harlan.
“It provides state-of-the-art

training at no cost to the par-
ticipant,” Dixon said. “It
should be of  particular interest
now because of  current mine
lay-offs. This is a good time for
coal miners to come out, under-
go quality technical training
that will not only make them
efficient in the mining indus-
try, but in other areas.”

Lawmakers ask Chu
to prevent closure
PADUCAH
Kentucky officials continue

to push U.S. Energy Secretary
Steven Chu to keep Paducah’s

government-owned nuclear en-
richment plant operating.
About 1,200 workers are in

danger of  losing their jobs if
the Paducah Gaseous Diffu-
sion Plant closes later this
year.
The Paducah Sun reports

U.S. Rep. Ed Whitfield and
Sens. Rand Paul and Mitch Mc-
Connell met with Chu on Fri-
day. They want the Energy De-
partment to allow the plant to
re-enrich its leftover uranium
so it can be sold on the market.
A statement from the law-

makers said Chu vowed to ex-
plore all avenues to save the
workers’ jobs and laid out mul-
tiple short-term options for the
plant.
Chu committed to work to-

ward an agreement in the next
30 days.

Wire reports

Visiting commissioners each got
Remington rifle, engraved knife,
custom-made wooden hat in 2008
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Kentucky fans cheer during the first half of the Wildcats’ Southeastern Conference semifinal against
Florida on Saturday. The Wildcats fought off a hot-shooting Gators team to advance the SEC champi-
onship. MORE ON THE GAME IN SPORTS, PAGE B1.


