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Centre’s Bridget Winstead (3) lets a 3-poiner go against the defense of Washington’s Dani Hoover in the
second half Saturday. Winstead was 2 of 5 from 3-point range and scored six points in the Colonels’ win.

By MIKE MARSEE

marsee@amnews.com

e party started late at
Alumni Gymnasium, and
the fun started later still.

After waiting almost the
entire day for their chance to
play in the NCAA tourna-
ment, it was another hour
before the Centre College
women truly began to enjoy
themselves.

at happened just after
11 p.m. Friday, when the
Colonels raced past Guilford
and on to a 59-47 victory in
the first round of the NCAA
Division III tournament.

Centre outscored Guil-
ford 26-4 over about 12 min-
utes in the second half for a
come-from-behind win that
sent the Colonels into the
second round.

“ese guys all year have
been on a mission and trust-
ing themselves, and they fi-
nally settled in in the second
half and played and got in
our rhythm and what we
wanted to do,” Centre coach
Wendie Austin-Robinson
said. “is team loves play-
ing together, and we live to
play one more, thank good-
ness.”

Maggie Prewitt led Centre
(25-3) with 21 points, 12 re-
bounds and six assists, and
Lauren Huter added 13
points, six rebounds and
four blocked shots for the
Colonels in their first NCAA
game since 2001.

e lead changed hands
only once, when Centre
scored seven straight points
to go up 38-35 with 13:22 re-
maining after it had trailed
for the first 24 minutes. at
spurt came at the front end
of the 26-4 run that also in-
cluded strings of 11 and
eight consecutive points.

“We got down and no-
body freaked out, nobody
panicked, really. ‘Oh, we’ve
done this before. We know
we can score seven points in
2 minutes and it’s no big
deal,’” Prewitt said.

e game came at the
end of an unusual day in
which the starting times for
the two first-round games at
Centre were pushed back
when severe storms moved
into Danville and players
from the three teams that
were in Sutcliffe Hall were
moved to the ground-floor
hallways beneath the gym.

“Our team really likes to
make friends wherever we
go, and when we were all
down there we were just
kind of sitting there and it
was kind of quiet, so we de-
cided to have a little talent
show, and we got Alyson
Burke (a Centre guard who
is part of a country music
duo) to sing a couple of
songs for us,” Prewitt said.
“She really broke the ice and
everybody was amazed, and
from there we all just started
sharing talent — or the lack
of talent — and it was just a
really good time.”

When Centre’s game fi-
nally tipped off at 10 p.m. —
three hours after the sched-
uled start time — the
Colonels missed their first
seven shots and 16 of their
first 19 from the field, and
they were beaten badly on
the boards in the first half —
25-17 — as Guilford (22-7)
led by as many as seven
points and held a 30-25 ad-
vantage at halftime.

CENTRE 59, GUILFORD 47
NCAA Division III Tournament
First Round
GUILFORD (22-7)
Jaclyn Nucci 3-7 0-0 6, Gabby Oglesby 5-13
3-4 13, Morgan King 0-5 0-0 0, Jazlyn Gibbs
3-19 0-0 7, Brittany Atwater 0-6 0-0 0, Kayla
Adams 4-9 0-0 11, Alex Payne 0-0 0-0 0, Brit-
tany Drew 2-4 0-0 4, Shelly Barker 0-0 0-0 0,
Logan Hardin 2-2 0-2 4, Amber Weaver 1-1 0-
0 2. Totals 20-66 3-6 47.
CENTRE (25-3)
Chelsea Benham 1-6 5-6 7, Lauren Huter 6-
12 1-2 13, Alyson Burke 0-0 2-2 2, Bridget
Winstead 2-4 0-2 6, Maggie Prewitt 5-17 10-
11 21, Maggie Hartlage 1-5 0-0 2, Jane Goat-
ley 0-2 0-0 0, Hillary Moore 0-0 0-0 0, Alexis
Anderson 0-0 0-0 0, Jenna Mire 0-1 0-0 0,
Paige Baechle 4-7 0-2 8, Cailynn West 0-1 0-
0 0. Totals 19-55 18-25 59.
Halftime—Guilford 30-25. 3-Point Goals—
Guilford 4-21 (Gibbs 1-9, Atwater 0-5, Adams
3-6, Drew 0-1), Centre 3-12 (Benham 0-1,
Winstead 2-4, Prewitt 1-4, Hartlage 0-2, Goat-
ley 0-1). Fouled Out—None. Rebounds—Guil-
ford 44 (Nucci, Oglesby 9), Centre 44 (Prewitt
12). Assists—Guilford 14 (Nucci 4), Centre 10
(Prewitt 6). 

Centre
defeats
Guilford

By BETH RUCKER

AP Sports Writer

NASHVILLE, Tenn. —
For Kentucky coach
Matthew Mitchell, the
math was simple: LSU
outscored the Wildcats at
the free throw line by 28
points and won by 11.

In Mitchell’s opinion,
what was missing from the
equation in Kentucky’s 72-
61 loss to the Lady Tigers
was a lack of desire by the
10th-ranked Wildcats.

“I thought (the Lady
Tigers) were really, really
tough — a lot tougher than
us,” Mitchell said. “From
the opening tip, it looked
like their desire was greater
than ours. They really
wanted to play for a cham-
pionship (Sunday).”

The loss cost Kentucky
(25-6) a shot at adding a
Southeastern Conference
tournament championship
to its regular-season title.
The Wildcats had earned
the top seed in the tourna-
ment for the first time since
1982, the only previous
time they won it all.

The fourth-seeded Lady
Tigers (22-9) will make
their first trip to the confer-
ence title game since ap-
pearing in four straight
starting in 2005. Caldwell,
in her first season at LSU,
won six SEC titles as either
a player or an assistant at
Tennessee.

“I think LSU still hasn’t
had its big game yet,” said
Courtney Jones, who led
the Lady Tigers with 18
points. “I think there’s so
much more to this team.
We decided to come out
and give all our effort and
work hard because we
wanted to win bad.”

One of Kentucky’s three
SEC losses in the regular
season had come in a 61-51
loss to LSU on Feb. 5 in
Baton Rouge. The Lady
Tigers put on a shooting
clinic in that game, finish-
ing 56.7 percent from the
floor and 25 of 31 at the free
throw line.

This time, it was more
about strong defense in ad-
dition to hitting 24 of 32
foul shots in the second
half. The Wildcats finished
with 30 fouls.

“We clearly fouled too
much,” Mitchell said. “I was
disappointed with that, that
we could not play a cleaner
game.”

LSU never trailed against
Kentucky and used a 10-0
run early in the game to
take control. The Lady
Tigers kept the Wildcats
away from the basket for
most of the game and
forced them to take bad
shots.

Though the Lady Tigers
turned the ball over 14
times in the first half, they
held a 22-9 rebounding ad-

vantage that turned into 10
second-chance points be-
fore halftime.

LaSondra Barrett, who
leads LSU with 12.5 points
per game, spent the first
half in foul trouble and
scored all 15 of her points
after halftime, nine of them
at the line.

With the game knotted
6-6, LSU reeled off the next
10 points. Theresa Plai-
sance hit a layup, one of 14
points by the Lady Tigers in
the paint in the first half, to
give LSU a 16-6 lead with
10:13 before halftime.

Kentucky answered by
turning three LSU
turnovers into a 6-0 run
that cut the Lady Tigers’
lead to 16-12 with 7:51 in
the first half. LSU scored
the next six, and took a 26-
16 lead into halftime.

“I felt like we tried to re-
ally establish our inside
game because we’re big.
We’re going to take advan-
tage of our size,” LSU coach
Nikki Caldwell said. “When
we did do that, it put a lot of
pressure on them to guard
us, which allowed us to get
to the free throw line.”

Azia Bishop’s third foul
of the game sent Plaisance
to the charity stripe, where
the Lady Tigers seemed to
hang out for the rest of the
game. LSU hit eight of its
first 10 foul shots in the sec-
ond half to build to a 48-37
lead.

LSU built its second-half
lead to 18 points with 6:23
to play. That’s when Keyla
Snowden and A’dia Mathies
attempted to get Kentucky
back in the game from the
perimeter.

With the Lady Tigers up
59-41, Snowden sank back-
to-back 3-pointers, and
Mathies hit a jumper with
1:53 to play that helped the
Wildcats pull within nine
points, but it was as close as
they would get. Mathies
finished with 18 points and
Snowden had 17.

“We need to get in the
gym and get some shots up
and get confidence back,”
Snowden said. “I think a lot
of people are lacking confi-
dence in their shots, their
abilities right now.”

Fouls cost 
UK women 

in loss to LSU
CATS STATS

LSU 72, 
No. 10 KENTUCKY 61

LSU (22-9)
Jones 5-8 8-11 18, Barrett 3-5 9-10 15, Lutley
1-2 6-8 8, Kenney 2-2 6-6 10, Webb 5-14 1-2
11, McKinney 0-0 0-0 0, Plaisance 2-4 2-4 6,
Turnbow 0-2 0-0 0, Boykin 1-2 2-2 4. Totals
19-39 34-43 72.
KENTUCKY (25-6)
Walker 1-1 1-4 3, Mathies 7-13 3-4 18, Goss
2-7 1-1 5, Conwright 3-7 1-2 7, Evans 1-5 0-
2 3, Snowden 6-18 0-0 17, Pinkett 0-1 0-0 0,
Smith 0-0 0-0 0, Drake 0-0 0-0 0, Henderson
0-1 0-0 0, Bishop 4-6 0-0 8. Totals 24-59 6-
13 61.
Halftime—LSU 26-16. 3-Point Goals—LSU 0-
3 (Jones 0-1, Webb 0-2), Kentucky 7-21
(Snowden 5-13, Mathies 1-2, Evans 1-5, Con-
wright 0-1). Fouled Out—Goss, Walker. Re-
bounds—LSU 38 (Turnbow 8), Kentucky 23
(Bishop, Mathies 4). Assists—LSU 8 (Barrett,
Lutley 3), Kentucky 7 (Evans 3). Total Fouls—
LSU 18, Kentucky 30. 

to NCAA third round for the
first time since 2001. Centre
will face Carth on Friday.

“It usually just takes a
shot to get the ball rolling
and start us on a good flow,”
guard Bridgett Winstead,
who hit a 3-pointer to give
Centre its first lead in the
second half at 44-41, said.
“We started running in tran-
sition. We like to run. at’s
our game.”

Prewitt’s game is just
doing it all.

“Maggie is our greatest
competitor. She’s been on a
mission and just carries.
Sometimes we watch her
play too much,” Centre
coach Wendie Austin-
Robinson said. “But the sec-
ond half we got to spots and
played off her more. Nor-
mally she carries us and we
find a way to finish just like
we did tonight. We just told
her to find a way to get to the
rim and she did.”

Centre still trailed 53-49
with 4:38 to play before Ben-
ham took over. She had one
basket nullified by a charge,
but she hit two free throws
with 2:20 left and after Pre-
witt’s free throws tied the
game at 53-53, Benham
scored inside with 57.6 sec-
onds left to tie the game
again at 55-55. 

Benham forced a loose
ball that the Colonels con-
trolled with 28.2 seconds left
and then was fouled off a
drive following a pass by
Prewitt.

“I have never heard the
gym get so quiet,” Benham,
who had 12 points, eight re-
bounds and three assists,
said. “I didn’t care. I heard
one noise, a click of a cam-
era. But I like pressure situ-
ations. ey have put me in
that position before with the
last shot. ey designed the
play specifically for me. I
knew the team trusted me.”

Austin-Robinson did.
“We even changed the

name of the play so they
wouldn’t know what was
coming,” the Centre coach
said. 

e Colonels, who
missed their first 11 shots,
finished the game only 17-
for-57 from the field, but
went 6-for-19 from 3-point

range — 5-for-10 in the sec-
ond half — and 17-for-18 at
the foul line (Prewitt was 9-
for-9, Benham 4-for-4).
Washington was 20-for-57
from the field, including
only 3-for-14 from 3-point
range, and 12-for-16 at the
foul line. 

Centre (25-4) went 6:38 to
start the game without a field
goal before freshman Mag-
gie Hartlage finally con-
verted inside the lane.
Washington (22-5) used a
22-9 surge to open the 32-20
halftime lead.

“is team’s forte all year
has been getting down at
halftime and making adjust-
ments, but to be honest I
was nervous because this
was a great team we were
playing with a lot of tradi-
tion,” Austin-Robinson said.
“We finally got tough toward
the end. We found a way to
counter their physicality
that was bothering us on
our shots. I liked our rough-
ness and desire. Again, we
had the grit to grind it out.
ese girls just have huge
hearts and just don’t want
this season to end.”
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Centre’s Maggie Prewitt  (12) steals the ball from Washington’s
Bethany Morrison in the second half. Prewitt had two steals in the game.
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LSU forward LaSondra Barrett, front, battles Kentucky’s Samarie
Walker for the ball in the second half of the Tigers’ 72-61 win in the SEC
Tournament semifinals in Nashville, Tenn. 

CENTRE, from B1

BOx SCORE

CENTRE 57, WASHINGTON 55
WASHINGTON (21-6)
Melissa Gilkey 4-8 5-5 13, Brianne Monohan
4-10 2-4 11, Dani Hoover 3-13 2-2 9, Bethany
Morrison 3-5 0-1 6, Maddy Scheppers 4-11 3-
4 12, C. Schaeperkoester 1-5 0-0 2, Alyssa Jo-
hanson 1-5 0-0 2, Alexandra Keane 0-0 0-0 0,
Jordan Rettig 0-0 0-0 0. Totals 20-57 12-16
55.
CENTRE COLLEGE (26-3)
Maggie Prewitt 5-15 9-9 21, Chelsea Benham
4-14 4-4 12, Jane Goatley 2-3 0-0 6, Maggie
Hartlage 2-4 2-3 6, Bridget Winstead 2-7 0-0
6, Lauren Huter 1-4 2-2 4, Paige Baechle 1-5
0-0 2, Cailynn West 0-0 0-0 0, Jenna Mire 0-0
0-0 0, Alyson Burke 0-5 0-0 0. Totals 17-57
17-18 57.
Halftime—Washington 32-20. 3-Point Goals—
Washington 3-14 (Scheppers 1-3, Monahan 1-
2, Hoover 1-7, Schaeperkoetter 0-2), Centre
6-19 (Goatley 2-3, Winstead 2-5, Prewitt 2-3,
Burke 0-4, Hartlage 0-2, Benham 0-2). Fouled
Out—Gilkey. Rebounds—Washington 42
(Scheppers, Gilkey 12), Centre 36 (Benham 8).
Assists—Washington 12 (Morrison 7), Centre
8 (Prewitt 4). Total Fouls—Washington 13,
Centre 12. Technical Fouls—None.


