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Where celebs would head if world was ending
If the Mayan calendar means it’s over, ‘Twilight’ star would fly herself and family to Bora Bora

By Carol PuCCi
The SeaTTle TimeS

SEATTLE – I’m not sure 
I’d pay $15 to pitch a tent in 
someone’s garden. And I 
don’t plan to use Facebook 
or LinkedIn to pick my seat-
mate on a flight to Amster-
dam. But I’m high on travel 
to Cuba after spending two 
weeks there recently, and 
Myanmar is also at the top of 
my list.

What’s trending in travel 
for 2012 – all of the above and 
more – may or may not be for 

you, but it’s nice to know the 
poor economy hasn’t damp-
ened the creativity of those 
whose jobs depend on keep-
ing us moving in new direc-
tions.

Here’s a look at what’s up 
and coming in the new year:
nSleeping with the chick-

ens: Garden camping is the 
latest lodging idea out of Brit-
ain. JWT, a New York market-
ing firm specializing in travel 
trends, predicts it will catch 
on in other countries.

Similar to the Airbnb con-
cept of renting out spare 
rooms to travelers, Camp in 
My Garden (www.campin-
mygarden.com) offers visi-
tors the chance to pitch a tent 
($7.50-$15 per person) per 
night in orchards and back-
yard gardens from Devon to 
Cornwall. Some of the own-
ers will do your laundry or 
throw in the evening meal for 
a little extra.

Caution: Only the adven-
turesome need apply. One 
listing notes that “you’ll be 

sharing the garden with 
our chickens, but don’t wor-
ry, they are not fully free-
range.”
nFor women only: With 

more women traveling 
alone, it’s not surprising that 
JWT reports more hotels will 
be adding floors for women 
only. Locally, the Georgian 
Court in Vancouver, B.C., has 
18 rooms on the 10th floor 
set aside for female guests, 
and may add more, says gen-
eral manager Lisa Jackson. 
The rooms are popular with 
business travelers, Jackson 
reports. They appreciate the 
security and the extras such 

as curling irons, high-power 
blow dryers, nail polish and 
yoga mats.
nRoom rates: Hotels will 

experience higher demand 
than in 2011, and rates will 
increase, says Clem Bason, 
of the online ticket seller Ho-
twire. In the Seattle area, 
Smith Travel Research fore-
casts hotel occupancy will 
be flat in 2012, but average 
daily rates will rise by 4.5 
percent.
nNext destinations: Tour 

companies are selling out 
trips to Cuba and Myanmar. 
Both countries are still led 
by repressive regimes, but 

they’re easier to visit this 
year due to political changes 
in Myanmar and an easing 
of U.S. government restric-
tions for Americans going to 
Cuba.

Agents for Travel Leaders 
report strong interest in Cro-
atia, Vietnam and Panama. 
Their top picks among U.S. 
destinations are Las Vegas, 
Orlando, Maui, Alaska (by 
cruise ship) and New York.

My take on where you’ll 
find the best values in for-
eign travel: Eastern Europe, 
Turkey, Mexico, China and 
any of the Latin American 
countries.

By William Hageman
ChiCago Tribune

T
he Mayan calendar 
ends a 5,126-year cy-
cle on Dec. 21, 2012. 
That might not mean 

a thing. Or it could signal the 
end of the world. There’s a lot 
of leeway here.

For the sake of this story, 
let’s assume that this is it. 
Those know-it-all Mayans 
had it figured out, and hu-
manity will reach its expira-
tion date next Dec. 21.

What is a person to do?
You could hide under 

the bed, but then you’d nev-
er see how the grand finale 
plays out. You might go to 
a favorite restaurant, but if 
your server is having a bad 
day and service is slow, you 
could be stuck fiddling with 
breadsticks and waiting for 
your last meal when the end 
comes.

A better idea: Take a vaca-
tion. A dream vacation.

We asked several celebri-
ties where they would spend 
their last day on Earth.

Jewel, singer (“The Merry 
Goes ‘Round”), actress and 
producer: “I don’t want to 
go into the end-of-the-world 
part, but we’d probably go to 
the Bahamas. We like to go to 
the outer islands.”

Mareya Ibrahim, founder 
and CEO of Eat Cleaner and 
CEO at Grow Green Indus-
tries: “I would like to be div-
ing off the coast of Belize. If 
the world comes crashing 
down, I’ll already be swim-
ming with the fishes.”

Kinky Friedman, humor-
ist and musician (kinkyfried-
man.com): “I’m a slots addict, 
so I’d like to be at the Flamin-
go casino in Las Vegas. Or I’d 
also like to be in the Waipio 
Valley on the big island (Ha-
waii). I haven’t been there for 
35 years. There’s no electric 
down there. It’s very prime-
val. Everything runs on gen-
erators. ... Just beautiful. And 
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officially a collectivity of France, the island of bora bora lies in the Leeward group of the society islands of French Polynesia. With 
its amazing reef, fantastic white sand beaches and laid-back local population it is easy to see why bora bora would be a final desti-
nation.

a third possibility, when the 
Lord honks my horn, I’d like 
to be aboard Willie Nelson’s 
tour bus.”

Tinsel Korey, actress 
(“The Twilight Saga: Break-
ing Dawn”): “Well, if the 
world was going to end, I 
would fly myself to Bora Bo-
ra and be relaxing in one of 
those over-the-water bunga-
lows. Wearing a fluffy robe, 
drenched in a lavender-eu-
calyptus lotion, eating a 
cupcake, while I smiled at a 
dolphin that would just hap-
pen to be swimming around 
near me. Got to go out in 
style, right?”

Curt Menefee, sportscast-
er (“Fox NFL Sunday”): “I’ve 
been to 70 countries and all 

seven continents, and with-
out question my spot would 
be the little ‘town’ of Cabo 
Polonio, Uruguay. It’s a pen-
insula off the southeastern 
coast of the country that 
can’t even be reached by car.

“You have to either walk 
or rely on the limited gov-
ernment trucks that take you 
across the final four miles of 
sand dunes from civilization 
to Cabo Polonio. The place 
has only 78 residents, no 
electricity, no running wa-
ter. Yet it’s paradise. On one 
side it’s beautiful sand and 
one of the most picturesque 
half-moon beaches you can 
imagine.

“A 10-minute walk away 
– past the lighthouse, wild 

horses, goats and other un-
fenced/unchained animals 
– is the other side, which is 
composed entirely of cliffs, 
rocks and perfect locations 
to stare out into the ocean 
and watch it all fade away. 
Of course, since I wouldn’t 
have to get up the next day, 
a nice bottle of wine – and 
maybe even a shot of tequi-
la – wouldn’t be a bad way to 
say adios to it all.”

Susan Graham, actress/
comedian: “In the spirit of 
fun – because, let’s be hon-
est, nothing is more fun than 
a prophecy for world de-
struction – I plan to be vaca-
tioning in Roswell, N.M. I’m 
guessing there are a few peo-
ple who may mix up their 

world-destruction tales and 
be waiting for extraterrestri-
al visitors to show up. I plan 
on being front and center for 
this free show.

“Nothing tickles my fancy 
more than the alien crowd – 
lovers and haters, I’ll take 
them all. And hey, on the 
off chance the Mayans were 
right, doesn’t the desert just 
sound safer?”

Kym Johnson, dancer 
(“Dancing With the Stars”): 
“If the world were ending, I 
would want to be in Sydney, 
Australia, my hometown. I 
couldn’t think of anywhere 
better to be, with my friends 
and family at the beach!”

Mil Millington, author 
(ebooks.mil-mil l ing ton.

com) “I suppose southern 
Italy might be good. If the 
world’s due to end ... then 
Armageddon is still going 
to be incomplete in Naples 
by mid-June 2017; the only 
thing consumed by fire will 
be the house of anyone who 
asks what’s causing the delay. 
Or (I might be) at home with 
someone else’s family. (See-
ing) those you care about dy-
ing is truly, truly awful, right? 
So why increase the terrible-
ness for everyone by dying in 
front of each other’s helpless 
faces? Die with people you 
don’t care about that much – 
not that you hate them ... just, 
you know, ‘Meh.’

“I’ve picked my family out 
already. I’m not going to give 
away who you are, but I will 
say that you live in the Cin-
cinnati area.”

Alexis Bellino, TV person-
ality (“The Real Housewives 
of Orange County”): “I would 
fly my entire family, extend-
ed family as well, to Bora Bo-
ra because we love the beau-
tiful water and sand! We 
would throw the biggest best 
party ever and celebrate to-
gether with music, our favor-
ite cocktail – margaritas in 
fancy glasses with umbrellas 
– and our favorite food – piz-
za!”

Mike Catherwood, radio 
personality (“Loveline” and 
TV “American Choppers”): 
“If it’s all really going down, 
and the world is coming to 
an end, I want to be in one 
of two places. The first place 
I was thinking is the walled 
Old City of Jerusalem. Heav-
en will quickly be losing va-
cancy so I want to go where 
Jesus was killed, buried and 
resurrected himself. I figure 
I’d get more of an inside track 
to God’s ear while inside the 
Old City. If not Jerusalem, 
then Vegas. The world’s over 
so let’s throw caution to the 
wind.”

Here’s what’s trending in travel for 2012
nFares and fees: Expect 

higher airfares, even if fewer 
people are flying.

“Airlines won’t see growth 
in demand, and may even 
experience a loss of demand, 
but will continue to raise 
ticket prices,” predicts Ba-
son.

Ancillary revenue – mon-
ey from everything from 
checked bag fees to sales of 
premium seats – nearly dou-
bled to $12.5 billion last year 
among the major U.S. air-
lines.

“I think the next move is 
going to be not so much in 
introducing new fees as in 
new methods for managing 
fees,” says Jay Sorensen, CEO 
of IdeaWorks, an airline-con-
sulting company. Airlines 
may test out charging vary-
ing prices for premium seats 
or early boarding, depending 
on the length of the flight.

“Fees will rise and fall 
with demand,” Sorensen 
says, and more airlines will 
look at selling annual sub-
scriptions for services, simi-
lar to what United offers un-
der its premier baggage plan.
Social seating: Dutch airline 
KLM will roll out a “meet 
and seat” service this year 
that will let you choose seat-
mates based on Facebook 
and LinkedIn profiles.

The idea is that people 
with similar interests might 
want to meet and chat on 
long flights. Will this fly? Giv-
en the other criteria people 
use for choosing seats – more 
legroom, preference for aisle 
or window, etc. – I doubt it. 
What do you think?
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tour companies are selling out trips to Cuba and myanmar. both countries are led by repressive 
regimes, but an ease in u.s. restictions is making travel easier. this old-style car is parked in front 
of a Cuban hotel.

more hotels are adding 
floors for women only  
and piling on the extras
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Affordable/Deluxe
Chalet and Cabin 

Rentals 
Pigeon Forge in the Smokies

Free Brochure

Vacation Specials

www.fi residechalets.com

Toll Free: 1-800-876-2589

PANAMA CITY 
BEACH

Sandpiper-Beacon Beach Resort. 

From $39 (1-2p or arrive Sun./

Mon. - FREE night. Restrictions).

Pools, river ride, Jacuzzi, tiki bar.

800-488-8828
www.sandpiperbeacon.com

MOTOR HOME RENTALS
TRAVEL TRAILERS

Available for your next vacation! 
Northside RV’s

1630 North Broadway, Lexington, 
Ky.Call to Reserve Yours Today

(859) 299-8386

Cruise Line Direct Pricing PLUS 
Personal Service

Sue Buckman
Independent Cruise Specialist

Frankfort, KY
502-352-1351 / 877-422-7893

www.cruiseone.com/sbuckman
Open 7 Days & Evenings

Lake Cumberland
Reduced Fall Rates

Woodson Bend Private 
Resort

$60-$125
Private Cottages w/hot 

tubs $95-$175
On selected units.
Restrictions apply.

www.lakecumberlandrealty.com
Sales 800-688-5737 Rentals

Certifi ed Cruise Specialists
with ALL cruise lines!

Specializing in Groups, Incentives, 
Family Reunions,

On Board Meetings, Weddings
Individually Owned and Operated -
Open evenings to accommodate 

YOU!
Call Rebecca at
(859) 792-1434

GATLINBURG
OVERNIGHT

CHALET &  LOG CABINS 
W/JACUZZIS, HOT TUBS & POOL 

TABLES.
(1-10 Bedrooms)

FREE BROCHURE
800-223-6264

www.gatlinburgvillas.com

KENTUCKY

RV RENTALS HOT SPOT

TENNESSEE

To advertise 
on this 

guide, please 
contact:

Ashley Slusher
859-231-3460

or  Ashley 
Kessinger

859-231-3435

Give a Gift they will never forget!
Gift Certifi cates Available

Sue Buckman
Independent Cruise Specialist, Frankfort, Ky

502.352.1351 • 877.422.7893 • cruiseone.com/sbuckman

FLORIDA

Gatlinburg-Winter
Package $149 + tax
2 People, 2 Nights, Sm. 

Whirlpool Tub, Wood Burning 
FP, Pvt. Streamside Balcony, 
2 Aquarium Tickets or 3rd 

Night Free! Adv. Res. Req. No 
Holidays, Exp. 3-31-07

1-800-251-9897
www.brooksideresort.com


