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NFL PLAYOFFS

AP/PAUL SAKUMA

New Orleans Saints quarterback Drew Brees hits the ground in front of San Francisco 49ers defensive tackle Ricky Jean-Francois 
(95) during the second quarter Saturday in San Francisco. 

DIVISIONAL PLAYOFFS: 49ERS 36, SAINTS 32

BY JANIE MCCAULEY
AP SPORTS WRITER

SAN FRANCISCO (AP) — 
What a way to celebrate the 
30-year anniversary of “The 
Catch.”

Joe Montana to Dwight 
Clark then.

Alex Smith to Vernon Da-
vis now.

Smith completed a 14-yard 
touchdown pass to Davis 
with 9 seconds left just after 
Drew Brees had put the high-
powered Saints ahead, and 
resurgent San Francisco cap-
italized on five New Orleans 
turnovers for a thrilling 36-32 
playoff victory Saturday.

“This is big for us,” Davis 
said. “It’s history. It’s legend-
ary.”

Smith ran for a 28-yard TD 
with 2:11 left and threw an-
other scoring pass to Davis in 
the first quarter. Coach Jim 
Harbaugh’s NFC West cham-
pions (14-3) proved that a 
hard-hitting, stingy defense 
can still win in the modern, 
wide-open NFL by holding 
off one of league’s most dy-
namic offenses.

Brees completed a 66-yard 
touchdown pass to Jimmy 
Graham with 1:37 left and 
the Saints seemed poised to 
rally from a 17-point deficit 
when Smith and Davis deliv-
ered once more.

San Francisco triumphed 
in its first playoff game in 
nine years and will move 
on to face the New York Gi-
ants or defending champi-
on Green Bay Packers, who 
play Sunday. A win by the Gi-
ants would give the 49ers the 

home field.
Brees came up big down 

the stretch just as he did 
throughout a record-setting 
season, also hitting Dar-
ren Sproles for a 44-yard TD 
with 4:02 remaining — one 
of Sproles’ 15 catches for 119 
yards.

The 49ers also showed 
that defense can still domi-
nate in the days of big passers 
like Brees.

With Donte Whitner 
bringing the bruising hits 
and Dashon Goldson, Pat-
rick Willis and their defen-
sive mates pressuring Brees 
and forcing turnovers from 
every angle, surprising San 
Francisco is a win away from 
returning to the Super Bowl 
for the first time since cap-
turing the proud franchise’s 
fifth championship after the 
1994 season.

Brees, whose team was 
coming off consecutive 600-
yard games, completed 40 of 
63 passes for 462 yards and 
four touchdowns and was 
sacked three times. He al-
so threw two interceptions, 
his first in the postseason in 
five years, and New Orleans 
(14-4) fell short again in its 
quest to get back to the Super 
Bowl after winning it all two 
years ago. The Saints are still 
searching for the first post-
season road victory in fran-
chise history after falling to 
0-5.

How far these 49ers have 
come since that 24-3 trounc-
ing they took back in Au-
gust at the Superdome in the 
teams’ exhibition opener. 

Now, Harbaugh’s “Who’s got 
it better than us? No-body!” 
group is drawing compari-
sons to the good ol’ days of 
Montana, Jerry Rice, Ronnie 
Lott and Steve Young. And of 
course, Dwight Clark, who 
came through with “The 
Catch” to beat Dallas in the 
NFC title game on Jan. 10, 
1982.

All-Pro David Akers, the 
Niners’ most experienced 
playoff veteran whose 44 field 
goals set a single-season re-
cord, kicked three more when 
it mattered most — from 25, 
41 and 37 yards.

The underdog 49ers made 
the big plays on both sides 
of the ball and on special 
teams.

They also had a towel-wav-
ing sellout crowd of 69,732 
behind them at Candlestick 
Park on a beautiful sunny 
winter day in the Bay Area. It 
was 62 degrees at kickoff.

Who Dat? It’s the Saints 
headed home to the Big Easy 
empty-handed.

A year ago, New Orleans 
came out West and suffered 
a stunning loss to the 7-9 Se-
attle Seahawks in the NFC 
wild-card round.

The Saints had lost five 
fumbles all season, then gave 
three away Saturday against 
San Francisco’s opportunis-
tic defense that pressured all 
day.

Harbaugh’s theme “don’t 
overcook it,” rang true as the 
49ers relied on what got them 
here — perhaps the league’s 
best defense and special 
teams.

Brees drove the Saints 
close to the goal line on their 
opening drive but Pierre 

Thomas lost that fumble and 
was lost for the game to a 
head injury after being hit by 
Whitner. Two other turnovers 
came on special teams.

Smith, the 2005 No. 1 over-
all draft pick booed so often 
his first six seasons, hit Da-
vis on a 49-yard touchdown 
pass in the first quarter and 
then Michael Crabtree on a 
4-yard TD strike as the 49ers 
jumped out to a quick 17-0 
lead. He finished 24 for 42 for 
299 yards with a 103.2 passer 
rating, showing the world he 
might be an elite quarterback 
after all in his breakout sea-
son.

Smith and his offense were 
determined to make their 
mark on these playoffs after 
being overlooked all season, 
and showed a little flair of 
their own. Davis dunked the 
football over the goal post af-
ter his score to make the Nin-
ers’ most significant game on 
the NFL’s big stage since ral-
lying to stun the New York Gi-
ants in January 2003.

Brees threw two first-half 
interceptions and had his 
NFL-record streak of 226 
postseason passes without 
an interception snapped on 
Goldson’s pick in the open-
ing quarter. Brees’ streak dat-
ed to the NFC championship 
game against Chicago five 
years ago.

But he hit a well-guarded 
Graham for a leaping 14-yard 
touchdown catch at the 9:32 
mark of the second quarter, 
then had a 25-yard TD com-
pletion to Marques Colston 
to send the Saints into half-
time trailing only 17-14.

Stingy 49ers stop Saints

BY BARRY WILNER
AP PRO FOOTBALL WRITER

Athletes and coaches 
don’t live in the past. They 
do get enlightened and, 
sometimes, uplifted from 
it.

The Green Bay Packers 
and New York Giants have 
good memories from re-
cent postseasons. Green 
Bay went from sixth-seed-
ed NFC wild card to Super 
Bowl champion a year ago. 
New York used a similar 
route to win the 2007 NFL 
championship — winning 
at Lambeau Field on the 
way.

They meet today in the 
final game of the divisional 
round.

In going 15-1, includ-
ing winning all eight home 
games, the Packers es-
tablished themselves as 
the cream of the NFL this 
season. They have gotten 
healthy during their bye. 
They beat the Giants 38-
35 in the Meadowlands on 
Dec. 4.

Most significantly, they 
discovered how to win in 
last year’s surge to the title.

“I think we learned a lot 
last year being a six seed 
and having to go on the 
road,” star quarterback Aar-
on Rodgers said. “You take 
on a different attitude as a 
team as the road team go-
ing into a hostile environ-
ment. I think that prepares 
us for the mindset that the 
opposing team is going to 
have. It is a different feeling, 
and last year we just got in 
and this year we had a run 
and got a bye. So it is a dif-
ferent feeling, but last year 
really helped.”

Just as 2007 certainly 
helped the Giants. They fell 
to New England in the sea-
son finale that year, com-
pleting the Patriots’ unde-
feated record, but gained 
so much confidence from 
that loss that they were not 
intimidated when they met 
up with the Patriots in the 
Super Bowl. The Giants 
won 17-14.

That defeat five weeks 
ago to the Packers also 
brought confidence. New 
York fell to 6-6 with that 
fourth straight loss, but 
won three of its last four 
to take the NFC East, then 
easily handled Atlanta 24-2 
in the wild-card round last 
Sunday.

“We’re extremely excited 
to have all of our key guys 
intact that we’re going to 
ride with going through this 
postseason,” safety Antrel 
Rolle said, noting that de-
fensive end Osi Umenyiora 
and linebacker Michael Bol-
ey didn’t play against Green 

Bay but will this time.
“We’re excited. We’re ex-

cited about the opportunity 
that’s ahead of us and we’re 
excited about playing to-
gether and understanding 
the defense, understanding 
each other, understanding 
that this guy is going to be 
next to us and he’s fighting 
with everything he has.”

Also fighting to get into 
the conference champion-
ship games were New Or-
leans (14-3) and San Fran-
cisco (13-3), who open the 
second round of the playoffs 
Saturday afternoon. The 
49ers won the game 36-32.

That NFC matchup was 
followed by Tim Tebow and 
Denver (9-8) at New Eng-
land (13-3).

Before the Giants and 
Packers renew their rival-
ry, Houston (11-6) will be at 
Baltimore (12-4) today.

No visitor has won at 
Lambeau Field since Miami 
managed the feat on Oct. 
17, 2010. The Giants were 
blown out 45-17 in Game 
15 of that season when they 
were in position to make the 
playoffs.

But coach Mike McCar-
thy knows there is more to 
be learned from this edition 
of the Giants, the team that 
challenged his Packers as 
much as anyone in 2011.

“There is a reason why 
we are both playing in this 
game. We are two of the last 
four teams in the NFC,” Mc-
Carthy said. “They are play-
ing well and they wouldn’t 
be here if they were not, so 
to me, that is to be expected. 
I think they are playing bet-
ter than when they played 
us and earlier in the season 
they had some tough de-
feats also. It is playoff foot-
ball and they are a very good 
football team.”

Baltimore has been very 
good in each of John Har-
baugh’s four seasons as 
coach, but this is the first 
time the Ravens are play-
ing a home game after three 
successive wild-card ap-
pearances. The Ravens were 
8-0 at home, including a 29-
14 victory over Houston in 
October.

Houston is 0-5 in meet-
ings with Baltimore, but its 
first postseason game, in its 
10th season, was a strong 
victory over Cincinnati last 
Saturday.

“It’s been pretty one-
sided so, we’ve got to get on 
the board,” tackle Eric Win-
ston said. “At the same time, 
you’ve got to look back on it 
and I don’t think a lot of that 
stuff is going to have a lot of 
bearing on this game either, 
though.”

History gives 
Giants, Packers 
a little boost

AP/BILL KOSTROUN

Will Blackmon and the New York Giants are scheduled to 
play the Green Bay Packers in an NFC divisional playoff game 
today in Green Bay, Wis. 
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CITY OF FRANKFORT
INVITATION FOR BIDS

BID # 21106-68
The City of Frankfort, KY will receive competitive sealed bids for 

Odor Control Service using an online bidding process on February 
23, 2012 at 2:00 PM EST in accordance with the specifications 
and procedures available either with eBridge or at the Office of the 
Purchasing Division. The Service will take place in Frankfort, KY 
west of the Kentucky River and will include all equipment, supplies, 
installation and all related accessories. Specifications and procedures 
are available at the Frankfort Sewer Department in the Office of the 
Purchasing Division, (Finance Department), City Hall 315 West Second 
Street, Frankfort, Kentucky, 40601 or by using the link below:
http://www.ebridgeglobal.com/BidPackage/?ev=CityofFrankfortKY/
OdorControlServices_2650 

All bidding information, other than pricing, but including any 
exceptions to the buyer's specifications must be turned in to the 
Office of the Purchasing Division, City Hall 315 West Second St., 
Frankfort, KY, no later than 2:00 pm EST on February 14, 2012. 
Bids cannot be accepted at any other location. This information 
may be evaluated to determine those bidders qualified to participate in 
the online bidding event. Bids must be received by the designated date 
and time and none will be considered thereafter.

The City of Frankfort, Kentucky reserves the right to reject any and 
all bids received, and to select that bid which it determines to be in its 
best interest. The award of this bid will be made on the basis of the 
lowest bid price as permitted in KRS 45A.365.

Bidders are to submit their bid in a sealed envelope; the bidder 
is advised to clearly mark the sealed bid with the bid number and 
description listed above. DO NOT SUBMIT PRICING AT THIS 
TIME. The City of Frankfort, Kentucky is not responsible for the 
premature opening of, or the failure to open, a sealed bid not properly 
addressed or identified.

Bidders are invited to be present for the opening of the bids 
submitted.

FOR THE CITY OF FRANKFORT, KENTUCKY
Angie Disponette, Purchasing Agent

01/15/12
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NOTICE

Peaks Mill Water District has filed an application with the Public 
Service Commission to increase its rates for water service.
Monthly Rates
Current Proposed Rate
First 2,000 Gallons $20.13 First 2,000 $25.46 Minimum Bill
First 3,000 Gallons 6.65 First 3,000 8.37 per 1,000 gallons
First 5,000 Gallons 5.43 First 5,000 7.18 per 1,000 gallons
Over 10,000 Gallons 4.82 Over 10,000 6.01 per 1,000 gallons
 MONTHLY MONTHLY PERCENT
 BILL AT BILL AT INCREASE
 MONTHLY CURRENT PROPOSED OVER
 USAGE RATE RATE CURRENT
 2,000 $20.13 25.46 26.48%
 5,000 40.08 50.57 26.17%
 10,000 67.23 86.47 28.62%
 20,000 115.43 146.57 26.98%
 30,000 163.63 206.67 26.30%
 50,000 260.03 326.87 25.70%
 75,000 380.53 477.12 25.38%
 100,000 501.03 627.37 25.22%
 150,000 742.03 927.87 25.04%
 200,000 983.03 1228.37 24.96%
 300,000 1465.03 1829.37 24.87%

The rates contained in this notice are the rates proposed by the Peaks 
Mill Water District. However, the Public Service Commission may 
order rates to be charged that are higher or lower than the rates pro-
posed in this notice.
Any corporation, association, body politic, or person may request 
leave to intervene, by motion within thirty (30) days after notice of 
the proposed rate change is given. A motion to intervene shall be in 
writing, shall be submitted to the Executive Director, Public Service 
Commission, P.O. Box 615, Frankfort, Kentucky 40602, and shall 
set forth the grounds for the motion, including the status and interest 
of the party movant. Copies of the application may be obtained at no 
charge from the District office at 7165 US 127 North, in Frankfort, KY 
40601. The application and all documents filed with the Public Service 
Commission may be viewed and down loaded from the Public Service 
Commission’s website at http://psc.ky.gov.
01/08,15,22/12


