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The Department of Agri-
culture broke state law and 
regulations when it hired 
two non-merit employees 
into merit positions, ac-
cording to a report by the 
Personnel Board.

The report found the de-
partment’s selection pro-
cess “totally arbitrary” and 
ordered the agency by a 6-
0 vote to attend training on 
how to advertise for future 
openings.

The board won’t pur-
sue misdemeanor crimi-
nal charges because the ap-
pointments were rescinded 
and Danita Fentress-Laird, 
one of the employees in 
question, faces charges by 
the Executive Branch Eth-
ics Commission that she 
helped create the opening 
and saw that she was hired 
into it.

“As far as the agency it-
self, we have seen a change 
in administration, so the 

fort, at Silver Lake Food Mart; 
Faisal Shah, 30, of Lexing-
ton, at Speedy Mart on East 
Main Street; Feroz Shaik, 35, 
of Frankfort, at Valero; and 
Ali Kashif, 35, of Frankfort, 
at Speedy Mart on Holmes 
Street.  

“Instead of waiting for lab 
results and analyzing each of 
these individually, Kentucky 
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When history teacher 
Lonnie Lewis received a 
school-wide memo to report 
to The Frankfort Christian 
Academy’s cafeteria for “an 
urgent meeting,” he had no 
idea he’d be center stage. 

That’s why he was so sur-
prised Thursday when rep-
resentatives of the Susannah 
Hart Shelby Chapter of the 
Kentucky Society of Daugh-
ters of the American Revo-
lution pronounced Lewis 
as the winner of Kentucky’s 

Outstanding Teacher of 
American History Contest.

“I started to cry,” Lewis 
said, of his reaction to his 
name being called. 

“As a lifelong learner and 
teacher who’s always tried to 
instill in my students a love 
in history, it’s nice to real-
ize I’ve been doing a decent 
job.”

Lewis, who’s been teach-
ing history for 38 years – fi ve 
at TFCA and 33 at Franklin 
County High School – was 
announced the winner in 
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Should teacher evaluations 
be based partly on student 
performance? 
Yes ®  No ®
Vote on state-journal.com,
or mark your vote and return 
to
The State Journal.
Last week’s question:
Do you believe the legislature 
will authorize a referendum 
on expanded gambling? 
Yes, 62%  No, 37% 
Total votes, 180

WEEKLY POLL
Grading teachers 
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Beloved history teacher is Kentucky’s top
He’s eligible for national honor The Frankfort 

Christian Academy 
teacher Lonnie Lewis 
shakes hands with 
Jane Semones, re-
gent of the Kentucky 
Society of Daughters 
of the American 
Revolution Susannah 
Hart Shelby Chapter, 
as he is awarded 
the DAR’s Kentucky 
Teacher of the Year 
award Thursday. 
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AGING GRACEFULLY
SENIOR HELPERS CAN MAKE IT EASIER  •   BUSINESS A7

Ronald McDonald shares laughs 
and smiles with Frankfort kids
PHOTOS FROM THE EVENT   •   LOCAL A6

Ag. Dept. 
broke merit 
hiring law
No criminal charges planned
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Franklin County High 
School Principal Sharon 
Collett says the time is right 
to retire.

“I’ve been here for 21 
years now, and it just felt 
like a good time to go,” she 
told The State Journal in an 
interview Friday after an-
nouncing her decision.

“Things are changing so 
much with regards to state 
testing and accountability, 
and it just felt like a good 
time.”

Collett, 59, says she’s go-
ing to miss her “big fam-
ily” at FCHS, including the 
“amazing students and 
teachers who have touched 
my life.”

Collett says the biggest 
reward has been preparing 
students to pursue high-

er education, vocational 
school, careers and the mil-
itary and the workforce. 

She says she’s treasured 
the school’s partnership 
with the local business 
community, which has al-
ways been willing to help 
the students of FCHS. 

Collett has worked at 
FCHS since 1991. She was a 
business teacher for seven 
years before becoming as-
sistant principal, and then 
principal in 1999.

Before coming to FCHS, 
she worked in business 
and vocational schools in 
Northern and Central Ken-
tucky. 

“This is such a great, 
great school, and we’ve had 
the privilege of sharing the 
lives of a lot of students with 
their families,” she said.

FCHS principal says 
she’s ready to retire

Fake drugs, real consequences
5 charged with selling ‘bath salts’ and synthetic marijuana

TRICIA SPAULDING/TSPAULDING@STATE-JOURNAL.COM

A package of “bath salts” is now evidence after the Franklin County Sheriff’s Office, Frankfort Police Department, and the Franklin 
County Attorney’s Office confiscated salts and synthetic marijuana from five locations in Franklin County.
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Five employees of most-
ly Frankfort gas stations 
and convenient marts have 
been charged with the mis-
demeanor offense of selling 
simulated drug substances 
– synthetic marijuana and 
“bath salts.” 

They include Speedy Mart 
on East Main Street, Speedy 
Mart and Valero, both on 
Holmes Street, Discount To-
bacco on East Main Street, 
and Silver Lake Food Mart on 
Sea Hero Road. 

Franklin County Attorney 
Rick Sparks said employees 
at the fi ve businesses were 
cited under a 1992 statute 
that bans the sale of any sub-
stance designed to resem-
ble or be marketed as a con-
trolled substance.

It carries a $500 fi ne and 
up to a year in jail.

The fi ve cited for the sale 
or transfer of a simulated 

controlled substance are 
Beverly Downs, 27, of Frank-
fort, at Discount Tobacco; 
Ankit Paudel, 22, of Frank-
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Franklin County Attorney Rick Sparks holds up a container that 
contains a cocaine-like substance at a press conference Friday 
afternoon to announce a local crackdown on synthetic drugs.

“The bad guys aren’t 
the only ones that can 
fi nd a loophole; I think 
we’ve found a good 
one too.” 
RICK SPARKS,
COUNTY ATTORNEY
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