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ning items involving com-
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dard announcements of 
public interest such as wed-
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The newspaper attempts 
to run submitted items as 
closely to the date of the 
event as possible.They will 
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ting news and photos is 
noon Monday. Items  may 
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Letters to the editor are encouraged from residents of the community. All letters 
must be signed by the writer and include the writer’s address and telephone num-
ber.  The telephone number will not be published.   The editor reserves the right to 
refuse any letters as well as limit the publication of frequent writers.  Letters should 
be a maximum of 250 words. The editor reserves the right to edit letters to conform 
to stylistic, grammatical and length requirements. E-mails, form letters, anonymous 
letters and mass mailing letters will not be published. Address correspondence to: 
Letters to the Editor, Herald Ledger, P.O. Box 747, Eddyville, KY 42038.
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To submit news items
The Herald Ledger welcomes submissions from clubs and organizations. Photos 

should be clear and of  a high enough resolution to print well. Newer smartphones 
may take high enough resolution photos to print, but “regular” call phones do not. 
Each person in the photo should be identified by first and last name, left to right, 
front row to back row. Do not use abbreviations or acronyms – KSP, for instance, 
can be Kentucky State Police or Kentucky State Penitentiary (or the Kerbal Space 
Program, for that matter). Titles should be spelled out for the general population 
and jargon should be avoided.

We require that the person submitting information provide a contact telephone 
number in the event that we have questions.  

Submissions may be hand delivered to our office at 143 Main St. in Eddyville, 
mailed to us at P.O. Box 747, Eddyville, KY 42038, or emailed to news@heraldledger.
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Submitted items run at the discretion of  the newspaper staff  (and, if  not 
newsworthy, may not run at all). We reserve the right to edit any submitted item. 
Deadline for submitted items is noon on Monday, however publication dates for 
submitted news items are not guaranteed. 

Laura on Life...
Peanut butter – a love affair

My son has recently discov-
ered chocolate-flavored ambro-
sia called Nutella.  His old flame, 
peanut butter doesn’t stand a 
chance.

You could say he has a picky 
palette. He can’t have two favor-
ite foods at the same time.  It’s 
as though his body can’t accept 
so many different foods at one 
time.   

There was a time, long ago, 
when my son would eat a peanut 
butter and grape jelly sandwich, 
blissfully unaware that one day 
I would make him a peanut but-
ter and strawberry jelly sand-
wich. Then he would encounter 
something so vile that he would 
no longer eat jelly.  That some-
thing?… a strawberry.

From that time forward, he 
has eaten only peanut butter, 

only on honey wheat bread; no 
jelly.  At some point, he decided 
that the crust was the best part 
of  the bread.  It took quite a bit 
of  mom-inspired harassment to 
get him to eat a piece of  bread 
that wasn’t crust.  After all, there 
are only two pieces of  bread in a 
loaf  that would qualify for his 
strangely restricted palette and 
they are at opposite ends of  the 
loaf.

Our bread loaves always 
looked like a train-wreck.

After years of  eating only 
plain peanut butter sandwiches, 
my son was set in his ways, or 
“way” in his case… If  only he 
had ways.

            One year he went through 
a short-lived FlufferNutter phase, 
but ultimately decided that noth-
ing could top his beloved peanut 
butter, straight up.

Then, one day, two weeks 
ago, something rocked his well-
ordered, peculiar world.  I was 
grocery shopping and noticed 
something that looked like a 
melted chocolate bar in a jar.  I 

had not eaten before I went shop-
ping.  That was a mistake.

Melted chocolate in a jar?  I 
couldn’t think of  a single reason 
not to buy it.  As if  by magic, and 
without my committed consent, 
it jumped into my cart.

I dreamed about how it would 
taste on a piece of  raisin bread 
when I brought it home.

I have gone back to that store 
three times in the past two weeks 
just to buy a jar of  sinfulness.  
During these two weeks, I have 
only managed to snag one piece 
of  chocolate raisin bread.  I keep 
buying more with the hope that 
one jar will last long enough to 
have another.  I don’t know how 
my son eats the whole jar so fast!  
Especially without crust!

I have come to the conclusion 
that, since my son hit puberty, he 
has turned into an alien.  I have 
no real proof, because I have not 
seen it, but I believe his tongue is 
actually a proboscis that he sticks 
into the jar. Then he inhales it all 
in one gulp. What other explana-
tion can there be?

My son and I went to the gro-
cery store together to buy the last 
jar of  yummy-ness.  As usual, 
the Nutella jumped in to the cart 
while I blinked. 

In the same aisle, the display 
of  peanut butter was huge.  It 
waited for my son to choose 
one.  His world had been turned 
upside down.  He realized that 
his old peanut butter could never 
make him feel like he feels with 
Nutella. 

For old time’s sake, and per-
haps hoping it would make a 
rebound, he chose a “whipped” 
peanut butter rather than his 
normal “creamy.” 

I recognized this as a last-ditch 
effort to save the relationship, 
but I don’t think it’ll ever be the 
same again.

 
Laura Snyder is a nationally 

syndicated columnist, author 
and speaker.  You can reach 
Laura at lsnyder@lauraonlife.
com Or visit her website www.
lauraonlife.com for more infor-
mation.

Editor’s Note: This e-mail was received by reporter Bobbie Foust 
in response to an article in last week’s Herald Ledger.

Dear Ms. Foust,

I am Ben Brown who was quoted by the marina association (mari-
na owners) in your recent article about the controversy regarding 
the documented boats issue that has been ongoing in Lyon county 
and the Lyon County PVA (Property Valuation Administrator), 
Christie Cruce.

I would like to let you know that I was asked to attend a meet-
ing with marina owners at the KACo (Kentucky Association of  
Counties) headquarters in Frankfort only a few minutes before the 
meeting was schedule to start and was not there to represent Ms. 
Cruce specifically but was certainly willing to answer general ques-
tions that the marina owners and County Judge Wade White had. 

On the date of  the meeting they did ask me if  this was a statewide 
initiative and at the time I certainly did not think so, but that answer 
was given mainly because the vast majority of  the counties do not 
have documented boats, and so I did not think it could be a statewide 
initiative. 

Being a PVA in a county with no documented boats, I had not 
heard of  an initiative regarding boats, but I had personally heard 
from Ms. Cruce and her effort to make sure that all property in her 
county was listed for taxation.

I applauded her effort because as a PVA in Logan County I try and 
do the exact same thing. And while I don’t have documented boats, I 
do have a similar commodity that is treated the exact same way. And 
that is Inventory in Transit. It has a very small state tax rate and it 
is a local tax option. 

So when the aluminum owners were concerned with the taxation 
issued I relayed information to the taxing districts that it was their 
option to tax this, and it was totally up to them. 

At one point we had MASS amount of  aluminum stored here in 
transit of  more than $500 million dollars worth.The problem was 
that if  the rails carried it just 25 miles farther south to a warehouse 
an off  rail site in Tennessee, neither the state nor the local taxing 
districts would get a thing and jobs would be lost.

The local taxing districts opted to not assign a tax rate for that kind 
of  property. It saved several jobs in a warehouse for us. And kept the 
state getting a tiny little tax bill on the part that is still stored here 
and affords us those jobs. Previously the General Assembly enacted 
laws to make the local tax an option. So the laws to help with this 
situation are already on the book.

But never, no not ever, was assessing the property a doubt in my 
mind. And I see the issue with documented boats as much the same. 
Lyon County locally elected county officials have the option to do the 
very same thing. And luckily they have that option. Most property in 
the state there is no option.

 I don’t see Ms. Cruce as having that option. I see property and I 
assess it. Any and all have PVAs have a duty, to discover and list all 
property in their county.It doesn’t make me the most popular man in 
my county, but I have to look myself  in the mirror and judge my job 
first and then deal from criticisms from the outside.

I had the same issue just a few years ago with billboard owners. 
We finally got a four-lane road in Logan County and we got bill-
boards. No one listed them, so I had to step up and notify owners 
who claimed they didn’t know they were supposed to be listed. I 
saw the property and I listed it. It doesn’t make me popular, but it is 
what I feel like is only right. The Constitution says, and all PVAs are 
sworn to uphold the Constitution, that all property that has not been 
exempted must be assessed.

I definitely understood the concern of  the marina owners after I 
met with them. And I thought they understood how PVAs statewide 
had issues similar to this statewide. And I also thought that they 
knew that they would have to go to different people than PVAs to 
help them with this issue.

As Property Valuation Administrators, we do not tax property we 
assess it. Those are two very, very different things.

Sincerely,
Thomas Ben Brown
Logan County PVA 
President, Kentucky PVA Association

Brown clairifies position 
on documented boat tax

He just don’t know.... 
    In rural areas of the South, it is all 
too common to hear the mis-usage of the 
words “don’t” and “doesn’t.”  Geography does 
not excuse poor grammar.
    Don’t is used when speaking of yourself, 
i.e.  “I don’t know,” but when the pronoun 
is used for another person (singluar) the 
proper usage is “doesn’t.” 

Usage: “I don’t know why she doesn’t
just go ahead and buy a new car.” 

Doesn’t is used for singular nouns and pro-
nouns nouns. For plural pronouns such as 
“they,” revert back to “don’t.” 

Usage: “They don’t know where the car is 
parked.”

This week’s “Grammar Girl” 
is sponsored by
Rick Fullard, 
FC&E Company of Kentucky
(270) 625-9509  


