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By KENNETH HART
The Independent

A number of northeast-
ern Kentucky post offices
will have their service
hours reduced under a
cost-reduction plan an-
nounced Wednesday by
the U.S. Postal Service.
Some offices will have

their hours cut by as much
as 75 percent, according to
information released by
the postal service.
Yielding to strong pub-

lic opposition, the nearly
bankrupt agency said it

was backing off an earlier
plan to shut down 3,700
low-revenue offices na-
tionwide after May 15 and
would instead keep them
open, but with reduced
hours of service.
The cuts will affected a

total of  15 post offices in
Boyd, Carter, Greenup,
Lawrence, Lewis and
Rowan counties. Greenup
and Carter have four of-
fices each on the list re-
leased Wednesday by the
postal service, while

15 offices 
in area
affected

U.S. POSTAL SERVICE 
CUTS BACK HOURS

FRANKFORT (AP) A Medi-
caid provider is in a dis-
pute with a network of ad-
diction clinics around
Kentucky over whether it
should pay for an expen-
sive medication that helps
treat drug dependencies.
The clinics, SelfRefind,

alleged Thursday that
Coventry Cares violated
its state contract and fed-
eral law by denying cover-

age for buprenorphin — a
narcotic commonly pre-
scribed under the brand
name Suboxone to ease ad-
dicts’ cravings.
The Harrodsburg-based

company, which operates
about a dozen clinics, is
asking the Cabinet for
Health and Family Servic-
es to intervene and could

Addiction
drug denied
by company
Clinics in dispute with
Medicaid provider over
whether it should pay 
to treat dependencies

By CARRIE STAMBAUGH
The Independent

GREENUP A lyric from a
Tim McGraw song may
have said it best at Friday’s
10th Greenup Drug Court
Graduation held at the
First United Methodist
Church.  

“I ain’t as good as I’m
gonna be, but I’m better
than I used to be.” 
“You are no angels, we

know that. But you are go-
ing to get better,” said Cir-
cuit and Drug Court Judge
Robert Conley, addressing
the graduating class.
Nineteen individuals

marked completion of  the

Greenup Drug Court
graduates 10th class

By KENNETH HART
The Independent

FLATWOODS Police have deter-
mined a shooting Thursday that
injured a worker at a Flatwoods
nursing home was a stray-bullet
incident.
The incident, in which an em-

ployee of  Oakmont Manor was
shot in the right upper arm, also
has been ruled accidental, al-
though there’s still a possibility
the shooters could face criminal

charges, Flatwoods Police Chief
Tom Haynes said.
According to Haynes, investiga-

Nursing home bullet was stray
Police have ruled worker’s injury accidental; criminal charges possible
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Customers at Imel’s Greenhouse in Greenup County look over the vegetable plant varieties offered. Be watching Sun-
day for a feature on the greenhouse and Wanda Faye Imel, the mother who has nurtured it.

Full-grown
TRADITION

Imel’s Greenhouse
in Greenup County
expects a pleasant
crowd in honoring 

Mother’s Day
MORE IN  SUNDAY’S PAPER

People talk outside an entrance to Oakmont Manor in Flatwoods after a
shooting incident there Thursday afternoon. Police say the shooting that
injured a worker was from a stray bullet.  KEVIN GOLDY / THE INDEPENDENT
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Tommie Ray Preston spoke of his own spiritual awakening that helped him to complete
the drug court program during his graduation Friday. He presented a rose to his wife
and fellow drug court graduate Peggie Sue, thanking her for “sticking by him.” SeeGREENUP / Page A12

“When you walk out of this building today you are not going 
to be magically transformed into a recovered addict. You are still 
going to fight the same fight you’ve been fighting for a while.”

ROBERT CONLEY, circuit and drug court judge addressing drug court graduates
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