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How you can help victims
of tornadoes that swept through 
Morgan, Lawrence, Johnson and
Martin counties. DETAILS ON A10

T
he Eastern Kentucky
Tornado Relief Fund
is nearing the $30,000
mark with three

days remaining to donate.
The Independent and the

Northeast Kentucky Chap-
ter of  the American Red
Cross joined forces to help
victims from  March 2 torna-
does that swept through
Morgan, Lawrence, Johnson
and Martin counties.
The donations have

poured into the Red Cross
and are now sitting at
$29,194. The deadline for do-
nating is Saturday.
The Tornado Relief Fund

was much like the Needy
Families Fund, which
brings help to low-income
families during the holidays.
As with the Needy Fami-

lies Fund, The Independent
will publish the names of or-
ganizations, families and in-
dividuals who contribute to
the campaign unless they re-
quest to remain anonymous.
Donations to the Tornado

Relief Fund can be taken to
the Red Cross office at 4201
Blackburn Ave. or mailed to
Tornado Relief Fund, 4201
Blackburn Ave., Ashland KY
41101. All gifts are tax de-
ductible.

Those who gave
Anonymous............................................................................................$25
Anonymous..........................................................................................$100
Anonymous..........................................................................................$100
Anonymous ..........................................................................................$150
Anonymous ........................................................................................$200
Anonymous......................................................................................$2,000
Guy and Kathy Slone............................................................................$20
Danny Chaney Jr. ................................................................................$25
John D. and Lorene Bowling..............................................................$25
Bruce C. and Joanne York ..................................................................$50
Phillip H. and Terri Hughes ................................................................$50
First Christian Church, Louisa ..........................................................$100
Johnnie R. and Paula Thacker..........................................................$100
Robert Caummisar..............................................................................$100
Roger and Beverly Plummer ............................................................$100
Brenda Harper ....................................................................................$160
Thomas S. and Mary Beth Brown ..................................................$200
Martin W. and Mary Edgecomb......................................................$250
TOTAL ................................................................................................$3,755
TOTAL TO DATE ..............................................................................$29,194

By CARRIE STAMBAUGH
The Independent

The Boyd County Fair-
grounds have changed
hands. 
The Boyd County UK Co-

operative Extension Service
purchased the 26-acre facili-
ty earlier this month from
the Boyd County Fair Board
for $620,000. 
The fair will continue to

be on the property, which
will retain its name. This
year’s fair will be July 24
through 28. 
Both agencies call the

move a “win-win,” saying
the sale will help the fair
sustain its operations far in-
to the future. 
The extension service had

been leasing property and
buildings from the fair
board for a number of years,
and has bankrolled the con-
struction of most of its facil-
ities, including the Frank’s

Extension Community
Building, live stock barns
and the horse show ring. 
Fair President Yvonne

Green said the property’s
mortgage payments were
“extremely high,” putting a
financial strain on the event,
which derives most of  its
funding from charitable
gaming proceeds.
Greene said the sale “is

going to take that (mort-
gage) headache away so we
can put our money into the
actual production of the fair.
I think this is going to work
out on both sides. We work
really well together and
have for a long time.” 
“I think our board just felt

better owning it,” said Lyn-
dall Harned, Boyd agricul-
ture extension agent. “It was
one of those things that just
sort of  came together. It
made more sense to pur-
chase it all than a couple of

Extension
Service buys
Boyd County
Fairgrounds 
Fair board gets OK to
complete construction
of new show building

See FAIR / Page A10

By KENNETH HART
The Independent

HUNTINGTON River Cities Harvest
Operations Coordinator Bob Owen
said one of  the major benefits of  his
agency’s new partnership with the
Huntington Area Food Bank is it will
make it much cheaper for RCH to sup-
ply the agencies it serves with foods
rich in protein.
Most notably, Owen said, RCH will

be able to purchase beef — for which
it had been paying roughly $2 a pound
— for 19 cents a pound though the

food bank.
Additionally, the alliance will en-

able RCH to provide more different
types of  food than in the past, Owen
said.
“We’ll be able to get all kinds of

items we didn’t have access to previ-
ously,” he said.
The formal announcement that

RCH and HAFB have become partner
distribution agencies came Tuesday
at a joint press conference at Big
Sandy Superstores Arena. Officials
said they expect both agencies to ben-
efit from the joining of forces.

For example, the alliance will pro-
vide a new distribution channel for
some of  the thousands of  pounds of
produce grown every year for RCH by
inmates of  the Federal Correctional
Institution at Summit, Owen said.
Last summer, the garden yielded

40,000 pounds of fresh vegetables, ac-
cording to Owen.
RCH also will be able to take advan-

tage of the food bank’s affiliation with
Feeding America, the largest hunger
relief agency in the country.

Harvest, Food Bank alliance will
help both agencies feed the hungry

By MIKE JAMES
The Independent

SUMMITBeing a grownup
seems a lifetime away
through third-grade eyes,
but teachers know it actual-

ly is more like the day after
tomorrow.
That is why the third-

grade faculty team at Sum-
mit Elementary took all 90
of their students to the gym
Tuesday and introduced

them to scientists, bankers,
beauticians and tow-truck
operators — in fact, 16 pro-
fessionals recruited from all
walks of life to talk to their
students about career
choices.

Andy Jones, regional
president of  Community
Trust Bank, got their atten-
tion with a couple of large-
denomination bills — the
$1,000 and $500 bills that
have not been used for
decades.
Sam and Steve McGuire

talked to kids about their
work, hauling cars with a
tow truck.
Boyd County High’s bas-

ketball coach, Randy An-
derson, and soccer coach,
William Ferguson, fed
young dreams of an athletic
career.
Tara Kinnel, a chemical

engineer, told children how
chemistry could build a ca-
reer.
Dr. Lisa Fugate, a family

practice physician, brought
stethoscopes and opthalmo-
scopes for kids to try out.
There also was a psychol-

ogist, a chiropractor, a com-
puter game designer, a pro-
fessor and others.
But why so early? “Kids

are bombarded with vio-
lence, abuse, drugs, televi-
sion commercials. Since
everything else is coming at
them at such a young age,
we need to come at them
early with this,” said Chris
Wallace, one of  five third-
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Community Trust Bank regional president Andy Jones impresses kids with out-of-circulation $500 and $1,000 bills.

Third-graders introduced to career ideas
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Dr. Lisa Fugate demonstrates her medical instruments to Tori Badgett and Graden McNeil. See CAREERS / Page A10

See ALLIANCE / Page A10

Dynamic Davis
Freshman excited, embracing Final Four hoopla
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