
copy of the journal and debates of the conven-tio-
to be presented to delegates, officers, report-

er, and chaplains, was so amended as to direct
that additional copies be delivered to the re-

porter to the convention, for presentation to his
assistants.

president's valedictory.
The PRESIDENT having resumed the chair,

and the business of the convention having been
accomplished he rose to deliver his valedictory
adrdess, and spoke nearly as follows:

Gentlemen of the Convention:
I congratulate you upon the completion of

your labors.
I also avail myself of this opportunity to re-

turn vou my thanks for the kind manner in
which you have given your assistance to the
chair in preserving order, and the forbearance
with which you have treated the waywardness
of my temper upon sudden emergencies.

When 1 was elected to this situation, I was
conscious how much I should require your in-

dulgence. To you, then, I am deeplv indebted
for being enabled to get through the duties with
so little difficulty to myself. And if, at any
time during the period 1 have presided over you,
there has appeared any thing harsh in my con-

duct, I beg to say, that it was not indicative of
unkindness towards any one, and that I was in-

fluenced only by a ire to enforce the rules of
order and decorum which are so essential to the
progress of business. I hope every gentleman
in this convention will be satisfied that I was in-

fluenced by no other motive.
I will take this occasion further to remark,

that it has been my fortune to have taken part,
in the proceedings of twelve or thirteen sessions
of the legislature of this state, and 1 have ncvr
seen so much order and decorum observed as 1

have witnessed in the deliberations of this cor.- -

vention.
I might sav to this convention somethin

relation to the constitution itself, but I f.T.A V
would be scarcely necessary upon tins occasion.
I am glad, however, that in laying the founda-

tions of tliis government, we have walked in
the footsteps of those who preceded us, and laid
them in justice, to the preservation of the lives,
the liberties, and the property of the citizens.
Having done this, all else in relation to the or-

ganization of the government is but a matter
of expediency, to be tested by time.

A representative democracy, like ours, is
based upon the will of the people, and as all
cannot participate in the government, we select
the free white male inhabitants over the age of
twenty one years, and give them the rights of
suffrage. They elect our executive, they elect
our legislature, and now we have confided to
them the election of all our judicial and minis-
terial officers.

The government being divided into three dis-

tinct sets of offices, the executive, the legisla-
tive, and the judicial, the officers who will fill
these several departments will receive their ap-

pointment from the hands of the people them-

selves; and this system of works
beautifully in its operations upon society, and
is scarcely seen, or scarcely felt. The state is
divided into counties, and they have municipal
powers for the government of their internal af-

fairs. In these counties there are cities and
towns, and they also have municipal regulations
to govern, direct, and control tln ir peculiar in-

terests, whife-t- he executive and legislative de-

partments control the matters appertaining to
the state at large, ano at the same time the judi-
ciary enforces tin public justice of the country,
and the rights of individuals as they arise un-

der the constitution and the laws. In our con-

stitution we instruct the executive and legisla-
tive departments in relation to the great and
essential principles of liberty, which we tell
them they shall not touch; we instruct the judi-
ciary in regard to those great and essential prin-

ciples, and to take care that neither the execu-
tive nor the legislative departments interfere
with them to the prejudice of private right; and
in the laws passed by the legislature and execu-

tive, we further instruct the judiciary in refer-
ence to all matters of contract and private right;
and they will go forth with the warrant of the
people to decide upou the public justice of the
country, and the rights of private individuals.

In th is scheme, the judiciary is the great ex-

ecutive branch of the government which brings
the constitution and the laws in direct operation
upon the people; and, for the preservation of the
private rights of the citizen, it is essential that
this body of magistracy should be learned, able,
and upright men; and, I believe, the success of
the scheme of an elective judiciary will depend
essentially upou our being able to obtain such
men.

I could have wished, personally, that wo hail
provided adequate compensation in order that
we might procure competent men to till these
offices. i e have left these salaries to the legis-
lature; and in going back to the people with
this constitution, it will be our duty to impress
upon thrill the necessity and importance of giv-
ing sufficient salaries, in order that the best tal-

ents of the state may be brought into our tribu-
nals, so that public justice shall be administered
correctly, and the private rights of the citizen
be properly eared for, and promptly If
adequate salaries should not be given, the poor
man, with talents, will not be able to take these
offices, and they will necessarily fall into the
bunds ot a secondary order of men who have
some property inherited, and who are not in
possession of the requisite abilities for the dis-
charge of these high duties. It is essential in I

a government like ours, that due encouragement
bhould be given to all the talents of cverv por
tion of the community, so that they may fill the
highest unices ot government. J. Peg, there-
fore, to impress upon you that the success of thin
experiment of an elective judiciary will mainly
depend upon giving the best compensation for
the best talent, thus calling the best men to fill
these situations.

I have no earthly doubt that this constitution
will be accepted by the people. 1 do not

that the emancipationists, as a body, will
riseup and battle against the will of the people
of Kentucky, expressed bv this convention in
relation to that particular matter. They are in
a minority, mid many of them are intelligent
men, and Alien of property, and standing. 1 do
not believ.e they sill be willing to agitate the
country strain on that subject, and attempt to j

create discord aud dissatisfaction in the coinmu- -

nity; but that, as good citizens and republicans,
they will bow to the will of the majority.

I do not believe that, the office holders, as a
body, will go against this constitution. Those!
of them who are men of talents and standing
will consider that they have as fair a chance ior
office as any other individuals, aud will not at-

tempt to setup their individual interests against
those of the great majority of the people. I
doubt not that we will find that portion of them
using their best influences to sustain this consti-
tution. Those of them who have not high at-

tainments and influential friends will be able to
do but little to resist the great, popular will.
For these reasons I fear nothing, oil her from the
emancipationists or the office holders, in rela-
tion to the success of this constitution. There
are some individuals who come to this question
of Selecting judges from the people with reluc
tance; and, twelve months ago, how many
doubted on this subject who are with the move-
ment now And how many, who doubted up to
the time of the assembling of this convention,
will cease to doubt when this constitution has
been presented to them; especially when thev
consider the immense majority of the people of
Kentucky who are in favor of it, and have lis
tened to t he argument and ex Oerienee that, have
been had upon this subject? th,- volume of in- -

telligence in the great mass of the people, is
greater than the volume of intelligence that ex- -

in number of individualslsts any you can se- -
leet, in relation to the appointment'of officers;
the volume of integrity of purpose, in relation'
to public right, is far greater in the districts
where the laws are to be applied, than in any
body of men we can select; and hence I believe
that those who have doubted and hesitated will
come in and support this constitution, because
they will see the impossibility of rolling back
the great tide of popular feeling that has been
exhibited in favor of restoring these offices to
the people, and I trust that this constitution

'

will be sustained by a large and overwhelming
vote.

We have every reason to believe that this con-

stitution will be adopted. From this place 1

ImvA seen east, almost, everv vote that has been

given in making this constitution. The people
were not governed by party considerations, in

selecting the delegates to this convention, and
in this convention I have witnessed no vote m
making this constitution that 1 could trace to

party. Every vote, so far as I have been able to
observe, has "been the act of both parties, corn-in- s

up singly to the purpose of doing the will
of the people in relation to the fundamental law
of the laud; and if these two parties should
unite as heartily and zealously in carrying this
constitution into effect as this "body have united
in framing it, there can be no possible doubt
about the result.

Gentlemen, we are about to separate. We
shall, perhaps, never all meet again. If we
should it will be a rare occurrence. When we re-

turn to our constituents, I have no doubt, we
shall be received with kindness It has not

happened that concessions have been
made, and the people will see the necessity of

making concessions themselves. You have dis-

charged your duties lo the country zealously and
impartially, and have entitled yourselves to the
favor of your constituents.

Gentlemen, I hope on your return to your
homes, you will rind that your families have
been graciously preserved during your absence
by a kind providence, and that you will be long
spared to be useful to them, and to your coun-

try in t lie various stations you may be called
upon to fill; and that none of you may ever have
reason to regret the part you have taken in
framing this constitution.

CLOSINO PRAYER.

The Rev. G. W. Bursa, offered up the follow- -

w ing prayei
Con, our Heavenly Father; at the

l"e ol til labors of. this convention, during.
which Thou hast unto us so many bles
sings, we desire to lift up our hands, our hearts,
and our tongues in a united expression of grati-
tude and thanksgiving. Thou hast preserved
the lives and the health of the members of this
convention; and Thou hast given us peace,
quiet., harmony, and friendship. We are there-

fore greatly indebted to Thee; and we pray that
Thy blessing, may go with the labors of this
convention to the people of the commonwealth,
and that this reorganization of the government
luiiy be a blessing to us, and to our children af-

ter us. Grant us now thy pardoning mercy
wherein we may have acted amiss, that we mav
leave this place with the blessing of our God.
Hear us in these our imperfect petitions; accept
our humble acknowledgments, and, ultimately,
through thy great mercy, bring each one of us
to reign with Thee in everlasting life: and to
the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit shall be eternal
anil everlasting praises; Amen.

The PRESIDENT then proclaimed that this
convention stands adjourned to the first Monday
in June next.

K KATLCKY LEGISLATURE.

IX SENATE.
Tuesday, Jan. 1, 1850.

.Messrs. WALKER and AlcAllLLAN appeared
and took their seats.

Messsrs. RICE, BARBOUR and AlcMILLAN
were appointed a committee to inform the House
of Representatives that the Senate was organ-
ized and reiidv to proceed to business.

Messrs. WALL, CHILES and ENGLISH were
appointed a committee to wait upou the Govern-
or, in conjunction with a like committee from
the House of Representatives, and inform him
that the General Assembly was fully organized
and ready to proceed to business.

.Mr. BARBOUR off-re- the following resolu-

tion :

Resolved, That the clergy of the different de-

nominations of christians, in the city of Frank-
fort, be and thev are hereby requested to open
the Senate each morning, during the session,
with praver.

Mr. ENGLISH moved to amend by adding the
fcdlowing proviso:

Provided, That no one be invited who was a
delegate, or attended and took part in the Eman-

cipation Convention that met in Frankfort in
the summer of 1849.

Mr. BARBOUR hoped that, the gentleman,
upon a little reflection, would withdraw his
amendment. It, was making an invidious dis-

tinction which he thought ought not to be made.
Mr. ENGLISH said no one on the floor would

go further than he to gratify the gentleman from
Caldwell, (Mr. Barbour,) but in this matter he
acted conscientiously. He could not and would
not vote to pav the public money to men who
had taken part in that Convention. It met at a
very important crisis in the state, and he be-

lieved its proceedings were of a most danger-
ous tendency. Public opinion had determined
that question it had put iis stamp of condem-
nation upon those proceedings. He not onlv
would not vote to invite here any man who took
part in that convention, but lie would not sit in
his place and hear one of them offer a praver.
Hedid not believe his prayers would reach high-
er than his head. He could not withdraw his
amendment, but would call the ayes and noes
upon it.

The vote was then taken upon the proviso,
and resulted as follows :

Yeas William Bainett, James Brien, John
Eaker, Samuel S. English, Charles Hambletoii,
Overton P. Hogan, John W. Leathers, John S.
Medley, Nathaniel P. Sanders, William Spald-
ing, Thomas I. Young II.

Nays Oliver Audi rson, George W. Barbour,
Joseph S. Bledsoe, Walter Chiles. Ben. E. Grey,
Jarvis Jackson, Thomas P. Linlhicuin, William
E. Alimford, John W. Russell, George W. Trip-let- t,

Warner L. Underwood, Cvrenius Waite,
William K. Wall, Alexander White 14.

So the amendment was rejected.
The resolution was then adopted.
The Senate then took an informal recess.
At half past 1 o'clock, the Senate was again

culled to order, and it being understood that the
House had not yet completed its organization, a
recess was taken until 3 o'clock.

EVENING SESSION.

On motion of Mr. EAKER one hundred and
fifty copinW Holes of The Senate were or-

dered t be printed.
Messrs. WILLIAMS, COFER, BOYD, and

WALKER, severally asked leave to record their
votes upon the amendment offered by Mr. ENG-

LISH to the resolution inviting the clergy,
which the Senate adopted in the morning.
Leave being granted, they seveially voted in the
negative.

A communication was received from the
House of Representatives informing the Senate
that, the House had organised and ready to pro-
ceed to business.

The joint Committee appointed to wait on the
Governor, reported that thevhad discharged that
tluty, and had been informed that His Excellen-
cy would immediately make to both branches of
the Legislature, a communication in writing.

''he annual Message of the Governor was im-

mediately thereafter brought iu by the Hon. J.
F. Bell, Secretary of State. It will be found
in another parr of this paper. J

On motion of Mr. BO i"D, four thousand copies
of the Message was ordered to be printed for the
use of the Senate.

And then the Senate adjourned.

H0US2 OF REPRESENTATIVES.

Tuesday, January 1, 1850.

The House was called to order by Thomas J.
Helm, Esq., late Clerk.

The Journal of yesterdav was read.
Messrs. W.m. R. buss, Wm. Wilson, aud Ben.

Hauuison appeared and took their seats. The
oath was administered to them by R. 0. McKee,
Es1- -

The Clerk announced the first business to be,
the election of Speaker.

Before the Clerk proceeded with the call,
Mr. PATTERSON rose and remarked, that

through the partiality of friends he had been
presented, and several times voted for as a can

didate for Speaker. The vote he had received
was a respectable one, and he felt himself obli-
ged to his friends for the support they had given
him; but the time had come when it" was impor-
tant the House should be organized and pro-
ceed to the discharge of the important duties
with which it was charged by the country. He
asked, therefore, that his name might not be used
any longer in connection with the office, at least
tor the present; nor indeed at any subsequent
ballot, if consistent with the feedings of his
friends. He again presented his thanks to his
friends, and asked that his nomination be with-
drawn.

Accordingly, the name of Mr. Patterson was
withdrawn.

Mr. Bunch nominated Mr. Daniel H. Harbi-
son, of Christian county.

Mr. Herr withdrew the nomination of Mr. E.
H. Field.

The Clerk then proceeded with the ballot,
which resulted as follows:

For Mr. Riley, .... 41
For Mr. Harrison, .... 15
For Mr. Hooe, 40
No one in nomination having received a ma-

jority of all the votes cast, another ballot was
ordered.

Mr. HOOE said, that before another vote was
taken for the election of the presiding officer of
the House, he desired to request his friend to
withdraw his name as a candidate for that office.
He said that it was apparent that the whigs did
not intend to go into an election, under the ex
isting state of things that, the whigs, although
very kind and friendly, were unwilling to assist
him in Aoe-in- g out his row, or in aiding the dem-

ocrats to hoe out the political weeds in the field
in which they were then engaged at work that,
he really had no ambition to till the office, and
that he preferred to occupy his position on the
floor of the house, where he hoped he would be
of some service to that constituency who had
sent him here.i He therefoiv tluuikVVis friends
for the honor conferred on him, an'oegged that j

his friend who put his name iu nomination
would withdraw it.

The nomination of Mr. Hooe was withdrawn.
Mr. Fitch nominated James P. Bates, of Bar

ren countv.
Mr. SHEPHERD asked that he might be per-

mitted to make a few remarks in regard to the
condition of things now apparent in the House.
He regretted to perceive that some gentlemen
were disposed to remain here, indefinitely, and
vote for Speaker. He had felt perfectly content
to cast a tew complinu ntarv votes for las friends

gentlemen of his party and he should not
care to continue to do so, as long ns any were t

tube complimented, but tor the fact that they
were spending the people's money, and it was
time the House hail began to do the people's bu-

siness. It is very evident the whigs won't help
us in electing our friend, and it is now proper
that we should help them. We certainly have
our choice between whigs, and I do not see why
we should longer delay the exercise of that pre-
ference. I yield nothing to any of my friends
in my devotion to the interests of the party to
which I belong. Our whig friends seem divi-

ded; but it is certain that the democrats, if they
will stick together, will be able to select a Speak-
er. Let us do it at once, and let us make the se-

lection with an eye to the fitness of the candi-
dates. True, they are all qualified, no doubt,
but we may have our choice between them. 1

represent, on this floor, both whigs and demo-

crats. They were kind enough to honor me with
a seat on this floor, and I want to do their busi-
ness with as little delav as possible. Thescenes
iu the American Congress, iu the delay in or-

ganizing the House of Representatives, wereab-solutel- y

disgraceful. This House should avoid
such delay.

Mr. BATES said, the peculiar position in
which he was placed by the nomination which
had been made, and by the remarks of his friend
from Meade, (Mr. Shepherd,) made it necessary,
perhaps, that he should say a word. He could
assure his friend that he had not come here to be
complimented br the vote it was proposed to
give him. He had been complimented by his
constituents, by the vote which gave him the
seat he now occupied, and he felt most grateful
to them for it. And whil he was imt insensible
to the honor it was proposed to confer upon him
by giving him a vote for Speaker, yet he would
most certainly decline that honor, if it was to
retard the organization of the House. He ex-

pressed the hone, therefore, that his friend
would withdraw his name. (Several gentlemen
said, no! no! no! )

The name of Mr. Bates, was not withdrawn.
Mr. SHEPHERD remarked that, he certainly

did not desire to be understood as meaning any
thing disrespectful to his friend (Mr. Bates,) in

any thing he had said. His remarks were dic-
tated by a sincere desire to get about the business
for which the Legislature was assembled.

The House then proceeded to take another bal-

lot, which resulted:
For Mr. Rilev - - - - 45
For Mr. Harrison - - - 13

For Mr. Bates .... 38
No one having received a majority, the House

proceeded' to take another ballot which result-a- s

follows:
For Mr. Riley Palestine P. Ballard, Wm.

F. Barrett, Robert F. Baird, Johnson D. Beard,
Robert Main, jr., Thomas Brown, jr., Richard J.
Browne, John B. Bruner, Gabriel S. Caldwell,
Samuel Carpenter. Joseph C. Christopher, Elijah
Coffey, Elijah Claypool, Stephen B. Curran,
Joseph Doniphan, Green Duncan, Ezekiel H.
Field, Gabriel J. Gaines. Thomas S. Gcoghegan,
William T. Hamilton, Ben. Harbison, Thomas
Hart, Jacob B. Haydeii, John Herr, William
Howell, Caleb Kash, Franklin Kennedy, John
Q. A. King, Samuel A. Kingman, Johnathan S.
Langford, Sumner Marble, William B. Mason,
Leland D. Maupin, John McCar! hey, William D.
Miller, Gideon Mitchell. Levi Monroe, James
Monroe, Henry C. Pindell, George Portman. jr..
John T. Quarles, Samuel Ray, Philip B. Shep-

herd, William E. Siiuins, D. Howard Smith, Ad-

dison L. Thompson, James V. Warden, William
F. White, William J.Wood, jr. 4!t.

For Mr. Harrison George X. Brown, John
T. Bunch, Preston II. Collier, William R. Dunn,
William H. Eubank, Presley U. Ewing, Robert
A. Patterson, George W. Short, Stanley Thomas,
John H. Wood 111.

Fun Mr. Bates Ignatius Abcll, Tandy N.
Allen. John E. Arnold, John T. Bcver, IV-ric-

H. Blankenship. Frederick A. Boyd, John C.

Breckinridge, Jefferson Brown, Benjamin P.
Connell. Coleman Daniel, Isaac H. Dcueese,
Francis U. Dodds, James Ewing, John L. Fitch,
Jehu 0. Glass. Thomas H. Hanks, John 0. Har-

rison, David Highbaugh, William A. Hooe, Ben.
Johnson, Richard Jones, John G. King, Winfrev
B. McConnell, Thomas J. AlcGinnis, James P.
Metcalfe, Daniel Mnoar, Dory Nell, John T.
Katcliif, John H. Riddcll, Abraham Scruggs,
Quintus C. Shanks, James Sousley, James M.
Stone, Emerey Whitaker, Charles Wickliffe,
Alex. H. Willingham, William Wilson 37.

THOMAS W; RILEY, of Nelson, having re-

ceived a majority of all the wiles cast, was de-

clared duly elected Speaker. Messrs. Simms aud
Piniiell. were appointed a committee to conduct
the Speaker elect to the chair.

Upon taking the Chair the Speaker elect said:
Gentlemen : It. has been a time honored cus-

tom with those who have been heretofore eleva-
ted to this high station, to return to the House
their formal acknowledgements for the honor
conferred upon them by the suffrage of their fel-

low members. It is not merely in obedience to
this custom, or in compliance with old forms, that
I now address yon from this chair, but to tender
to you all in v profoimdest. acknowledgements for
the honor you have conferred upon me, iu select-
ing me to preside over your deliberations, and
to assure you that with whatever ability I am
blessed, Twill discharge the duties of the sta-
tion to which your kind confidence has called
me, without reference to parties, or sections, or
men.

It has been a subject of remark and of com-
ment in the country, that the average age of the
members of this body, is less tha;i that of any
other deliberative body that ever assembled in
this hall and from this fact it is argued that but
little good to the country is to result from our
deliberations. In casting my eye over the House,
I do not perceive the extreme youthfulness that
I expected to meet, from the representations of

the press, and the current rumors of the day;
and had it been so, 1 would not tiave anticipated
a less beneficial result from our efforts to serve
our country: and in this conclusion, I feel that I
am fortified by the fact that the young men of
Kentucky have never yet been placed in any
emergency, where they Jiave failed to justify the
highest hopes of their country and their friends.

Gentlemen, I feel much distrust of my qualifi-
cations to discharge the duties of the station to
which your partiality has elevated me. I know
that 1 will be often indebted to your indulgence,
and will conclude with the expression of the
hope, that the same partiality which has placed
me here will be sufficient apology for the errors
of judgment that I may commit.

The SPEAKER announced the election of
Clerk to be next in order.

Mr. MASON nominated Thomas J. Helm.
There being no other nomination,
Mr. P. U. EWING moved that Mr. Helm be

declared unanimously elected Clerk of the
House.

There being no dissenting voice, the an-

nouncement was made by the chair.
ELECTION OK SERGE

The House proceeded' to elect a Sergeant-at-Arms- .

Mr. D. H. HARRISON nominated Joseph
Grav.

M"r. R.F. BAIRD nominated William L. Jones.
The ballot tesulled :

For Mr. Gray - - - - 82
For Mr. Jones - - - - 17

Mr. Gray having received a majority of all
the votes cast was declared to be elected.

ELECTION OE DOOR KEEPER.

For the oflii of Door Kei pe of the House of
Represent at iv

Mr. M ASON nominated William R. Campbell.
Mr. SHEPHERD nominated Klisha Brown.
Mr. P. U. KAV1NG nominated Greenup Keene.
Upou nominating Mr. Keene, Mr. E ING re-

marked that he was one of the few survivors of
the war of 1812. He was a gallant and faithful
soldier, and is now quite an old man, and de-

sires this place only because it will aid him in
his efforts to support a poor widowed daughter
and her family. He w ill make, I am sure, a
good officer, if elected.

Mr. ARNOLD nominated John M. Helms.
The House proceeded to take a ballot which

resulted as follows:
For Air. Campbell 2G
I'or Mr. Jirowu - - -

For
12

Mr. Keene
For

24
Air. Helm .... 37

Mr. BRUNER offered the following resolu- -

tion :

Resolved , That after tlw next ballot for Door
Keeper, this House will drop the candidate hav-
ing the fewest number of votes, and so on, until
a Door Keeper is elected.

Air. PATTERSON had iioobjection to the res-

olution if offered at the proper time, he did not
regard such a resolution as necessary until an-

other ballot was taken, because the result of such
ballot, might perhaps obviate all necessity for
dropping either of the gentlemen in nomination ;

he thought the house could get along very well
at. present without such a provision as contained
in the resolution, and would therefore move to
lay the resolution on the table for the present.

The question being upon laying the resolu-
tion on the table, it was decided in the affirma-
tive.

The House proceeded to take another ballot
with very nearly a similar result.

Air. J.Q. A. KING remarked that the time-ha-

arrived when there ought to bean organiza-
tion of this House, and for the purpose of secur-
ing that end, he moved the adoption of the

just offered by the gentleman from Breck-
inridge, (Air. Bruner.)

Air. PATTERSON suggested that that, resolu-
tion could best be reached by a motion to take
it up.

Air. KING modified his motion accordingly.
Air. PATTERSON suggested a modification

of the resolution to substitute the words "this
ballot" for the words "next ballot."

This suggestion was agreed to, and the resolu-
tion was taken up and adopted.

Another ballot was taken and Air. Brown was
dropped, under the operation of the Rule.

Air. SHEPHERD said he had been liberal in
voting for a whig, Air. Brown, w ho being now
out of the race by the operation of the rule,
could not receive his vote any longer, but he
hoped some of his whig friends would now come
to his aid iu an effort to elect a democrat.

Another ballot was taken: Air. Campbell re-

ceiving the smallest number of voles was drop-
ped.

Another ballot was taken, which resulted:
For Air. Keene, 54
For Mr. Helms, 45
Air. Keene was declared duly elected.

ELEC I OX OF ASSISTANT CLERK.

The SPEAKER announced that it had been
usual to eiect an Assistant Clerk, and if it was
the pleasure of the House, he would direct the
clerk to prepare the roll for that, purpose.

Air. D. H. SMITH moved that the House pro-
ceed with the election of that officer carried.

Air. DONIPHAN nominated John C. Heun-don- .

Air. BALLARD nominated Alexander R.
AIcKee.

Alr.J. O.HARRISON nominated J.C.Johnson.
The first ballot resulted:
For Mr. Hlrndon, .... 36
For Air. AIcKee, 2G
I'or Mr. Johnson, .... ;j7
Air. SHEPHERD moved that after the next

ballot, the hindmost shall be dropped, and that
the vole be taken between the remaining two
carried.

A second ballot was had, which resulted as
follows:

For Air. Hi rndon, 3G

Fur Air AIcKee, 31
For Air. Johnson, 2
The SPEAKER announced that no one had re-

ceived a majority of all the votes cast, and that
under the rule, Air. AIcKee was dropped.

Some conversation ensued as to the purport
and effect of the resolution of the gentleman
from Aleade. There being a misunderstanding
as to the effect of hat resolution,

Mr. D. H. SMITH moved a of
the resolution.

Air. PATTERSON moved an adjournment.
Upon that motion the yeas and navs were de-

manded, and resulted, ayes 1, nays 90.
The question then recurring on the motion to

reconsider.
Air. PATTERSON said he supposed the ob-

ject of the mover of the resolution was to has-
ten an organization. Such will be the effect of
it, if it be construed as the mover seems to have
understood it. He hoped it would not be

Isidered.
Air. AIAS0N thought the gentleman from

Caldwell (Air. Patterson) was strangely inconsis-
tent. He is now for a speedy organization; but
a moment since he desired an adjournment till

which would, id necessity, have post-
poned our organization one day. Air. AIcKee is
a constituent of mine, (said Air. Ai.) He is a
most worthy gentleman, and has no superior in
the state as a clerk. He desired that full justice
should be done him. He wanted nothing more.
He hoped that, would be granted to him.

Air. PATTERSON. He did not offer his
proposition to adjourn with a view to produce
delay. He was sincerely anxious to organize at
once". He certainly was not disposed to doubt
the capacity of the gentleman's constituent, (Mr.
AIcKee.) He had no doubt he was well quali-
fied, and was all the gentleman represented
him to be.

Mr. Li KECK IN RIDGE asked if nominations
were now in order for Assistant Clerk.

The SPEAKER was understood to answer

Air. BRECKINRIDGE nominated Alexan-
der R. Ab Kfe.

Air. 1TNDELL appealed from the decision of
the chair.

The SPEAKER remarked that he had not de-

cided the nomination of Air. AIcKee in order.
He thought, upon reflection, indeed, tli3t by the
terms of the resolution, no nomination whatever
would be iu order.

Mr. BRECKINRIDGE appealed from this
decision of the chair.

Air. D. H. SA11TH thoughtthe Speaker right,
yet he thought gentlemen in the House had a
right to vote for whom they might think proper,
whether in nomination or not.

Air. SHEPHERD S motion, which, he re-

marked, had been reduced to writing at the time,
was read, and is as follows:

Ri solved, That after the next ballot, the man
receiving the smallest number of votes be drop-

ped, and we proceed to ballot between the two
having the greatest number of votes,

A conversational debate took plate as to the ef-

fect of the resolul ion, thedecision id' the chair, and
the appeal, in which Alessrs. Patterson, Mason,
Ewing, R. j. Browne, Johnson, Aletcalfe, Shep-
herd, Sims, Breckinridge, Christopher, Bates,
and others, participated.

Air. D. H. SMITH moved to lay the appeal
on the table carried.

Air. MASON offered the following resolution:
Resolved, That the resolution adopted by this

House, to drop the candidate having the least
number of votes in the balloting for Assistant
Clerk, be, and the same is hereby rescinded.

A conversation arose upon the question of
order raised upon this resolution by Air. Patter-
son.

The SPEAKER decided Air. Mason's resolu-

tion out of order.
Air. A1ASON asked if others than those in

nomination could be voted for.
The SPEAKER decided they could not under

the rule.
The House then proceeded to take a ballot

which resulted as follows:.
For Air. 54Hi.rndon, - - - -

For Air. Johnson. - - - - 44
Mr. Hemdoii was declared dulv elected As

sistant Clerk.
Air. SIA1MS offered the following resolution,

which was adepted:
Resnlrefl, Thar the rides of order adopted by

the House of RepreseutiSives of the Slate of
Kentucky, at its last session, be adopted as the
rules of order tor the government of tliis House,
and that the Public; Printer furnish the usual
number of copies for the use of the House.

The House took a recess until 3 o'clock.

EYENING SESSION.
MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE.

A message from the Senate, was delivered by
Mr. RICE, of that body, announcing to the
House that the Senate had organized, and was
in readiness to with the House in the
transaction of business.

Air. DONIPHAN, moved that a committee be
appointed to inform the Senate that the House
was organized and readv to proceed to business.

The SPEAK FIR appointed Messrs. Donipnan,
Simms, and Hanks, as such committee.

On motion of Mr. P1NDELL, a committee
was appointed to act with the Senate committee,
to inform the Governor that this House was rea-
dy to proceed with the transaction of business.

The SPEAKER named as such committee.
Messrs. Pindcll. Bunch, Breckinridge, Patter-
son, and R. F. Baird.

Air. FIELD offered the following resolution:
"Resolved, That Capt. A. Buford of the Uni-

ted States Army, be invited to a seat wiihin the
bar of this House."

He would only say, that it was customary in
the Senate of the United States, to invite distin-
guished strangers, and officers of the Army and
:avy, within the bar of the House; he regarded
it as a very proper custom, and hoped it would
be observed by this House. Capt. Buford had
seen service in the late war with Alexico; his
gallant bearing in several engagements, under
both Taylor and Scott, was well kimwn, and
as Capt. Buford was now visiting Frankfort, on
his first leave of absence, he (Air. Field.) hoped
the resolution would be adopted.

The question being taken, the resolution was
adopted.

On motion of Air. SIAIJ1S
Resolved, That the reporters forthe"Frankfort

Commonwealth" and "Kentucky Yeoman," be
allowed seats within the bar of this House.

' Air. HOOK obtained leave to bring in a bill
providing for taking thevoteof the people upon
the adoption of the new constitution referred to
a special committee, consisting of Messrs. Hooe,
Quarles, and Mason.

Air. PINDELL from the committee to wait on
the Governor, reported that the committee had
performed their duty, and that the Governor
would communicate a message in writing, to this
House immediately.

MESSAGE KItOM THE GOVERNOR.

Air. J. F. Bell, Secretary of State appeared
within the bar and said,

Air. Speaker, I am directed by the Governor
to submit to this House, a Alessage in writing.

Having delivered the message to the Speaker,
the Secretary withdrew.

The Alessage was then read, as follows :

Felloir citizens of the Senate
and of the House of Representatives:

I congratulate you on your arrival at the Seat
of Government, "to assume the important trusts
for which you have been elected by the people.

Your meeting is to me a source of unfeigned
gratification. Associated with you, to some ex-

tent, by the Constitution, in your duties and re-

sponsibilities, I promise you an earnest and
grateful in all that mav tend to
promote, the well-bein- and the well-doin- of
the Commonwealth.

Sincethe lust session of the General Assembly,
some parts of our Siate have been visited by that
mysterious and destructive pestilence, the Chol-
era, scattering fear and death in its path, and
rilling the hearts of many with sympathy and
sorrow. With the exception of that brief ca-

lamity, which it has pleased a kind Providence
to remove from our borders, the people have en-

joyed their usual health, and another year has
been crowned with the blessings of peace and
plenty.

Nothing has occurred since your last adjourn
ment to interrupt the quiet aud regular opera
tion ol all the .Departments ot Government.
They have performed their constitutional func-

tions, and the laws have been duly administered,
respected and obeved. The superiority of Re
publican Government is in iioUtttf more mani
fest than in the common popular sentiment of
voluntary respect for the laws. No military
force nor armed police is necessary tor their en
forccnient. The people will be the faithful guar
dians and defenders of laws which thev them
selves have made for their own benefit and secu-
rity.

1 may also congratulate you on the condition
of the financial affairs of the Siate. The reve-
nue of the Year exceeds the estimates presented
to the last Legislature, and will furnish ample
means to defrav the ordinary expenses of the
Government, to meet all its engagements, and to
discharge a portion of the principal of its pub-li- e

debt".
I call vour attention to the following brief

analysis of the finances of the State, and for
more detailed statements thereof, refer you to
the annual reports of the First and Second Au-
ditors and Treasurer, which will doubtless ex-

hibit the accuracy and ability characteristic of
those officers.
The receipts into the Treasury

during the year ending 10th
October, It'll), were $ 408, G30 19

Expenditures for same time, in-

cluding amount paid to the
Sinking Fund, were 447, G20 64

Leaving balance in the Treasury
on that day - $ 21,009

For the year 1850 it. is estimated
that the receipts will amount
to - $ 564,148 07

Whilst the expenditures, includ-
ing the sum payable to the
Sinking Fund, expenses of
Convention, and school pur-
poses, will amount to - 544,631 88

Leaving supposed balance in the
Treasury on 10th Oct., 1850, $ 19,516 19

This increase of receipts and expenditures is
produced by the sums collected and paid, and to

be paid, to defray the expenses of the Conven-
tion, and for school purposes. It was estimate d
that the expenses of the Convention would
amount to $35,352: it is now certain that this
estimate is too low, and it is probable that they
will amount to $J5.0I0.
The public debt, on the 1st Jan-

uary, 184 was - - - S4 .60!) .981 81
On 20th December. 1848, it was 4,5:12,1113 81
Ihere having been paid in that

interval 77,068 00
On the 1st November, 1840, the'

debt was .... 4,497,052 81
It having been reduced bv - - 35,2(1100

In fact, $38,241 of the" principal of the public
debt was paid between 20th December, 1848. and
1st November. 1849; but from the table made
out by the First A'.ylitur, and communicated
with this message, it appears that, the debt is
liable to the additional charge of Si3,0(l(! of
which $2,000 is for State bonds not heretofore
charged to the account of State debt, $500 error
in former statement, and $500 received from the
Trustee of the Craddock Fund.

The public debt is composed of the following
items :

Bonds payable at 35 years, with
5 per cent, interest, $ 1G5,000 00

Bonds payable at 30 years, with
5 per cent., - 671,000 00

Total 5 per cent, bonds. $ 836,000 00
Bonds payable at 30

years, with 6 per
cent., $ 3,054,500

Bonds payable at 6
years, with 6 per
cent., 500

Total 6 bonds,
Craddock

3.G55.000 00
Fund, 0,592 81

Road Scrip, 00 n'l

Total public debt on 1st. Nov.
1849, - - . . S 4, 497. 652 81

The State owns stocks
In Bank of Kentucky, 9,399

shares, - . " . . $nn Qfin 00
In Northern Bank, 2,900 shares, 290,000 00
In Bank of Louisville, 400shares, 40) 600 00

Total, .... 51 ,270,500 00

1 he dividends on which are paid to the Sink-
ing Fund; and as these dividends fnilv equal, if
not exceed, the interest on the same nominal
amount of the public debt, the amount of the
stock may be regarded as reducing the public
debt to that extent.

The anticipations which were expressed in my
last annual message as to the efficiency of the
Sinking Fund have been fully realized. The
interest on the public debt hiis not only been
paid, but, there was, at, the close of the fiscal
year, ending the 10th of October last, a consid-
erable balance to the credit of the Fund, which
may be applied to lessening the public debt.

The receipts of the Sinking Fund during the
year ending 10th October, including' bal-
ance on hand on the 10th of October, 1848,
were, $188,130 68
Its expenditures during the same

time, including $50,511 71,
charged to late Treasurer, for
supposed defalcation, were, - 438,020 50

Leaving a balance to the credit
of the Sinking Fund, on Kith
October, 1849, of - - $50,110 18

There is no reason to believe that the efficien-
cy of the Sinking Fund for the ensuing year will
be materially lessened. From estimates furnish-
ed by the 1st Auditor, I feel assured that the re-

ceipts 011 this Fund during the
"
vear ending 10th

of October, 1850, will be about - $410,000 00
And expenditures for same time,

about 262,000 00

Leaving a balance at that time of $148,000 00

In my last annual message I stated at length
the resources of the Sinking Fund. These con-
tinue the same, except the withdrawal of the
Tolls arising from the River Navigation, after
1st February next, by the act of the last General
Assembly.

By the 52d section of the act of the General
Assembly, approved 1st March, 1847, incorpo-
rating the Louisville and Frankfort Railroad
Company, it was provided that four disinteres-
ted Commissioners should be appointed, two by
the Company and two by the Governor; who
should estimate and report the value of the im-

provements made by the Lexington and Ohio
Railroad Company, between Frankfurt ami Lou-

isville, including the piers of the Bridge across
the Kentucky River, and Bear Grass Creek; and
that upon the said first named Company execu-
ting and delivering to the Governor a bond bind-
ing said Company before each and cverv pav-niei- it

of dividends to its stockholders to pav
into the State Treasury, for the use and benefit
of the Sinking Fund, interest at the rate of six
per cent, per annum on said valuation, from the
completion of the road from Louisville to Frank-
fort, all tin; rights which the Commonwealth
holds in the Road were to cease. The Commis-
sioners have been appointed, the valuation has
been made and amounts to $76,420 25, (seventy
six thousand four hundred and twenty dollars
and twenty five cents:) and the bond has been
executed, and was delivered to me on the 17th
April, 1849, and by my direction has been filed
in the office of the 1st Auditor. The interest on
this amount will to that extent increase the re-

sources of the Sinking Fund.
In addition to that, usually termed Public

debt, there is another which the State owes, to
the payment of which its most solemn faith lias
been pledged. Its existence has always been
cheerfully acknowledged, and for its annually
accruing interest bond has been executed. It is
the debt which the State owes to the Board of
Education for Common Schools, and amounts to
$1,225,708 42, which consists of State bonds.
Of these bearing 6 percent, in-

terest, and payable at 30 vears,
there $'17,500 00are -

'
-

Bearing 5 per cent, at 35 years. - 850,000 00
hearing 5 per cent, at pleasure ol

the Legislature. 308,268 42

Total $1,225,768 42
This, together with 735 shares of

stock 111 Bank, equal to - . $73,500 00

Constitutes the permanent School
Fund, $1,299, 2G8 42

To ibis mav beadded the interest
due for 1848 on School debt. - 51 ,223 29
The General Assembly, at its last session, in

accordance with the wishes of the people ex-

pressed by their direct vote at the polls, im-

posed a tax of two cents on every $BHI worth of
the taxable property iu the Slate, to be collected
every year, for the purpose of increasing the
Common School Fund. It is estimated that the
nctt sum which will this year be received from
this source will amount to

about $54,000 00
The dividends on the Bank stock

and interest on the bonds own-
ed by the Board of Education
mav be estimated iu round
numbers at - - - - 6G.O0OOO

Andthesetwosunisaniountinglo $120,000 00
constitute the amount which may at present be
regarded as annually to be appropriated to the
benefit of Common" Schools. After the 1st of
February next tliis will be increased bv the nett
proceeds arising from the Tolls on the Kentucky,
Green and Barren River Navigation, which may
at a low estimate be placed annually at $30,000.

Thus there will be an annual fund of $150,000
appropriated by law to the support of Common
Schools throughout me a. ate. 1 nis tiimi, tnus
furnished, though it may not be fully sufficient
to meet everv demand ot the sytent ot .duea- -

tion adopted by the State, yet is large enuugh,
with wise management, to do incalculable
good.

I cannot omit again to recommend to the
favorable consideration of the General Assembly
the cause of General Education, aud the euty of

t


