
THE MOUNTAIN EAGLE

ITEMS FROM ICE: Mrs. Brown climbs
the mountain to gather herbs

By SILLER BROWN

We now cloie the book for
April, 1971, and file away all
its memories, both bad and
pleasan t ones, side by side.
As they lay silent, there need
not be any argument April is

gove forever. We cannot un-

do one single act, or erase one
word that's spoken. April is
gone.

The mountains are now so
pretty - -- all the pretty flowers
scattered among the green.
God's glory cannot be com-
pared with the work of man.
God's glory is arrayed in great
splendor, on the mountains,
in the valleys, in the cities
this world over for the eyes
that love the beauty of nature.

The flower for the month of
May is the Hawthorne, a prick-
ly shrub or tree of the rose fam-
ily producing pink or white
blossoms and little red round
fruit called haws.

And the birthstone for May is
the emerald, a precious stone
of deep, rich green color.

Yesterday we had April show-
ers and the leaves and buds
sure came out pretty.

Now is the time to get all the
seeds in the ground.

I haven't seen any snakes this
year so far but it's reported
several have been seen out, and
my guess is we will have plenty
very soon . The forest fire will
run them across the mountain
over on us. But I am getting
ready for them.

Well, I made that trip up In
the mountain to get me some
herbs and they are very valu-
able. And one thing I learned

that I was a year older. As
time passes we get weaker and
our steps get slower. But we
did have fun throwing matches
as we had several years ago in
a hole in a tree. But after hav-
ing arthritis, the muscles in my
arm are changed and I throw
one way and what I am throw-
ing goes in the other direction.

Yesterday I went to Whitesburg
and there seemed to be a lot of
starring around and rearranging
things about, but there's plenty
to be done yet.

There's always good places to
eat if you get hungry; of course
it's not like the country--w- e

have to pay for what we eat in
town.

Out in the country we can get
a free meal at most of our
neighbors' anytime, and therejs
nothing beats a big pot of shuck
beans. If they know you are
coming you are most sure to get
chicken and dumplings and
other good dishes.

But I always want to eat when
I go into town for a change.
Their food is tasty and good and
the coffee is good to the last
drop, and good friendly wait-
resses that make your dinner
more pleasant. They try to
make you feel welcome. A
friendly word goes so far. If
they are too busy to speak, a
smile is appreciated by me,
and I always get one.

The sun is shining pretty to-

day, but the air is cool. I
guess it's redbud winter. The
April showers and cool wind
will bring out that pretty lav-end- ar

color in those redbu d
trees. I don't know why they
are called redbud trees when
the flowers are lavendar.

After this cool spell, there's
dogwood winter to bleach
them out. Then we have
blackberry winter and so on
till about the first of June.
Then the chimney sweeps will
come and we will close up the
fire place for a few months.

Eddie Brown attended church
on Big Cowan on June 22 and
June 23, 1912, and church at
the John Ison place Sept. 10,
1911. There was a bigdtf fer-en- ce

in prices then. Cloth was
10 cents, shoe strings 5 cents,
shirts 50 cents, boys overalls
25 cents, mens overalls. 40
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cents, shoes $1.50, socks
5 cents, hats 25 cents. Com-
pare those 1911 prices with
19711

Well, I read where the city
has padlocked the garbage
dump. Now, what do they
expect? If you don' t watch
next they will be dumping
trash In the city or anywhere
they can unload It, like they
are doing down here
against our will.

Dumping should not be al-

lowed that close to that picnic
area and ruin It. The dump
could go for miles around the
mountain, out of sight. With
a dozer they could scoop out
large basins, throwing the
dirt up to one side, and then
cover It all over again with
the dirt when the basin is filled
with garbage. There's plenty
of ways to smother an elephant
to death without choking him
with filth.

The county has the equipment
and plenty of manpower, so
what's wrong. Don't wait
till election time. Do it now,
if you want votes. And please
move those old cars that have
been dead so long they are
stinking. They should be
burled out of sight. After I
find a dead animal or fowl I
always burn it or bury it, and
that gets it off my mind. So
do your duty, men, I know
you have the power to do it.

And I read where they have
dropped the tunnel plans. If
they had let some contractor
have a contract to build a road
they would have gone across
that mountain like a scalded
dog and we would already
have a good road. Don't be
so backward, look straight

and keep on going till
you reach the stopping place,
and never look back till It is
done.

It would not be too bad an
idea to build the road straight
through on top of Pine Mountain
then we amid say we might be
just a little closer to Heaven
by being that high up.

Mrs. Nannie Caudlll from
Whitesburg went to Cedar
Grove church Sunday with
friends. She said they had
a wonderful service and she en-

joyed the trip. Says she is
feeling better than usual. This
nice spring weather does mir-

acles to the people after
such a hard winter.

Mr. and Mrs. Ellis Banks re-

ported having such a good
meeting over the week end at
Big Cowan church.

Mr. and Mrs. Melvln Blair
and son, Billy, went to Kona
church and a good service
there.

I went down to the cemetery
at the mouth of Dry Fork to
check on things there, and
then I visited a while with the
Janks family. Charles was
very busy with his plants. He
had such nice plants. I got
me some and they were
sprayed till a bug would be
daresome to take a bite of
one. I am going back after
more as soon as the danger of
frost Is voer. They also had
a nice strawberry patch. I

enjoyed my visit very much,
but I always do with them.

Sorry to hear of Mrs. Louise
Adams out in Indiana getting
her hip broken. She is in the
hospital there. Hope she will
be well soon.

Mr. Alvin Adams Is doing
fine now. Yesterday they had
been to one church and were
on their way to their home
church, hoping to hear some
more good preaching there.

Mrs. Kelley Ison says they
have most of their crop out,
and all of the neighbors are
well so far as she knows.

Yesterday, I stopped by to
see Ann B. Hughes. She
seemed to be doing fair, but
said the never felt well any
more. But the must do a lot
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About the Sheriff'sOffice....
I don't like to get into this kind of a political campaign, but I deem It necessary to

Inform the public about the fees and charges made by and due the sheriff's office.
The potential tax rolls for Letcher County for 1970 were in the neighborhood of
$900, 000. 00; the sheriff to get 4 for collection. If they only collected $700, 000. 00
of this, the sheriff's office gets $28, 000. 00. This does not Include the franchise
taxes such as the power company, railroads, gas companies, water companies, truck-
ing companies, etc. , which will add another few thousand dollars. There Is also
about $300. 00 per year for waiting on the court, $600. 00 per year for summoning
the jury, and $2,100. 00 per year from the state for patrolling the roads. All this
amounts to about $31, 000. 00 per year, not counting any fees for serving warrants at
$7.00 each, nor the arresting officer's fee in making arrests, summonses served,
etc. Why should our present sheriff be that much In debt? It certainly has not been
spent on salaries for deputies, because we have had only two or three until the last
few weeks, when there have been a few more hired for election purposes.

Mrs. Warf did not have to pay for the cars as they were covered by credit life
insurance at her husband's death. We all have sympathy for the family after Mr.
Warf's death. He was doing a good job, trying hard, but also trying to do it all
himself. This county cannot be patrolled with two or three men.

If this family spends the money they claim they will to beat me, It would be more
than the office pays for the next two years!

Every sheriff going into office has a hard time for the first nine months, but then
the taxes start coming in and it is offset. In leaving the office they also collect the
taxes for that year, taking it with them and leaving the next sheriff in the same
situation. So it has always and always will be the same.

Sympathy is one thing. Law enforcement is another. You, the taxpayers of Let-
cher County, are the people who are being short-change- d. If you buy this, or any
other office, you will in turn have to sell it to someone or some group in order to
be able to survive. I am counting on the good, decent, church-goin- g people of
this county for my help; people who realize we must have law enforcement for sur-

vival. Check around; watch your bootleggers' cart; see whose stickers they are
wearing; see who they are backing for sheriff of Letcher County, with your money!
You are the ones who are not getting your money's worth from your tax dollar.

Some people have been saying that I have a business, an Income, and that I don't
need the job. This is true: I, along with the bank, own a business. But may I
quote a statement made to me years ago by Uncle Willie Quillen that has always
stayed with me: "If you want someone to do something, look for someone who is
working, because the person not working probably wouldn't do it. " This is a reason
you should give me your support. My living Is made with my business. The money
made in the sheriffs office will be put back into the sheriff's force, and you will
realize something back for your tax dollar.

I don't want' the backing of a few politicians or bootleggers. I will be obligated
to no one. I only want to be obligated to the citizens of our county. Then I can
and will be the sheriff with a police force second to none. Give me a chance to
prove that we can have law enforcement In Letcher County. If I can't prove myself,
you can vote me out In two years.

Stop; Think; and I'm sure you will vote for a man who will keep the promise of
better law enforcement and a sheriff's force you will be proud of.

VOTE FOR DURWARD BANKS FOR SHERIFF ON MAY 25, FIRST NAME ON THE BALLOT.

DURWARD BANKS

For Sheriff
IN THE MAY DEMOCRATIC PRIMARY

(Political ad paid for by Durward Bank)


