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Readers write about a revival of bushwhacking, Unefork roads, Kay

To the Editor.

On his recent trip to Letcher
County, Mr. Wendell Ford
stated that he was in favor of
a mineral severance tax only
on coal. He claimed that most
gas and oil in the state is not
native, that U, it is stored here
after being transferred by pipe-

line from other states.
Such ignorance of the state

he wishes to govern is truly
May I quote from

the geography book now being
used in the 7th grade in the
Letcher County schools?

"Of the 21 major petroleum-producin- g

states in the United
States in 1960, Kentucky was
fourteenth, . , . Kentucky's pro-

ven reserves of oil have been
steadily increasing, the latest
figure being 129, 000, 000
barrels. This does not take in-

to account the vast unexplored
areas where no wells have yet
been drilled: nor does it take
into account the large resources
in oil shale from which oil can
be distilled. The oil in these
shales is id to exceed
50, 000, 000, 000 barrels which
would last for 2, 000 years at
Kentucky's present rate of pro-

duction of 25, 000, 000 barrels
a year. . . .Cash income from
oil is now well over $50, 000, 000
per year. The counties now
producing petroleum are about
the same in number as those
producing coal. They are lo-

cated in the Eastern Coal
I Tild, the Wester n Coal Field,
and the Pennyroyal regions. . . .

"Natural gas, like coal and
petroleum, is of great import-
ance and value in Kentucky.
Kentucky ranked twelth among
the 21 states reporting natural
gas production. The major
gas fields in Kentucky are in
the Eastern Mountain and Coal
Field Region, especially in
the Big Sandy Field in Pike,
Knott, Magoffin, Martin,
Johnson, and Floyd Counties.
The proven and easily obtained
reserves are stated as
1, 301, 533, 000, 000 cubic feet
which will produce 18 years at
the present rate of consumption.
However, since large areas
are as yet unexplored, this
forecast could easily be in-

creased. Along with natural

gas comes natural gasoline and
other valuable products. . . .

"Other minerals regularly
mined and guarried in Ken-
tucky, in order of importance,
are stone, clay, fluorspar,
sand and gravel, asphalt, zinc,
and lead. Their total value
was $50, 832, 533 in 1959.
Kentucky was 17th among the
47 states reporting stone pro-

duction. "

This information comes from
Geography of Kentucky" (se-
cond edition) by Joseph R.

Schwendeman.

JOE AND GAYNELL BEGLEY
Blackey, Ky. 41804

Memories still fond

after 40 years away
To the Editor:

It's such a very beautiful
spring day outside I just had to

write a few words for the great
and wonderful bird, The Moun-

tain Eagle. I look forward
every week to get it, and to
read all t ie news from the
wonderful place where I spent
most of my boyhood days.

Although most all the good
old friends have gone r the
great river and some of us are
nearing the shore, as I read
the news from so many, the
good folks remind me of the
old days and it brings back so
many bright memories.

I have been away from Let-

cher County now over 40 years,
but there are still memories of
the good friends and loved
ones. Although 1 have passed
the 70th mile post in this life
and my visi m is about gone,
I do have memories of my fam-

ily, especially my old mother
and dad. Many recall them
as Uncle Dave and Aunt Polly
Day, on Kings Creek. They
have recently torn down' the
old home place, but it remains
a sweet memory. I still have
one brother left there, who has

been in a wheel chair now

three and a half years, and he
is almost 86 years old, and I

don't get to visit him very of-

ten.
As I can't travel much by

myself. I hope all the good

HARD TIMES By James Ridqeway

HOW CAN THE PRESIDENT RETURN

How can the President return power to state govern-
ments, but at the same time argue for "reforms"
which would concentrate more power in the federal
government? In conservation, efforts to improve air
and water pollution abatement schemes have centered
on removing industry-dominat- ed programs from state
governments, and instead building a campaign against
major polluters within the federal government. Nixon
himself proposes "reforms'" in both air and water pol-

lution which seemingly would concentrate power in
the central government. Thus, last year the Environ-
mental Protection Agency announced it would begin
to enforce a section of the 1899 Refuse Act which re-

quires any industry expelling wastes into navigable
waters to first obtain a permit from the federil govern
ment.

This simply worded act was never enforced. Instead,
since the end of the Second World War, the Congress
has passed a series of laws which establish the general
theory that the federal government could seek pollution
abatement in interstate waters (about 15 percent of all
the nation's waterways), but authority over pollution
programs in intrastate waters (85 percent of all water-
ways) would reside with state governments. Since the
Refuse Act makes-n- distinction between interstate and
intrastate, the Nixon government apparently was taking
a major step forward in asserting control over all wa-

ters by the central government.

Members of the House and Senate met at a joint hear-
ing in February of this year to find out precisely how
the administration proposed to apply the law. There,
the EPA General Counsel John R. Quarles explained
that normally the agency would only review permit
applications from polluters on Interstate waters. On
4ii other waterways, the federal government would
rubber stamp pollution agency regulations. Thus, the
administration had assumed jurisdiction over all wa-

terways, and was now giving it back to the states.
tul tilings got more complicated, because Quarles
proposed that Congress pass a new ReAise Act which

friends over there will keep the
good news coming, as it is so
much comfort to me. I have
no relations living near me,
and the evening of time gets
so lonely.

I live very close to Appala-c- h

a, Va., and they sure do
move a lot of coal out of this
territory. Wonder where it all
gous?

I have a very nice comfort-
able home on the highway,
but about all I can do now Is

occupy the old rec liner. So
I hope all my good friends
still remember me, and write
or come see my. And espec-
ially, keep the good news com-
ing

1 have not much more to
write, only that this old world
is getting in an awful condit-
ion, and there if only one re-

medy, and they will find that
in 2nd Chronicals. 7 chapter
14 verse. I only nope every
one would comply.

So goodby, and God Bless
all the good mountain people.

1ENRY T. DAY

Do the candidates
dread Linefork?
To the Editor:

Well, ii looks like It Is time
for the Candidates to be out
and around with the election
getting so close.

But I haven't seen but one so
far, and that was James Hogg.

I guess they dread to come
to Linefork, because the roads
are in such bad condition
they can't drive thetr cars
over it.

I just made a round tiip with
our mall man, Clarence Huff,
and It sure is a shame to see
such a rough road he ha to
carry the mall over. I know
that I wouldn't want his job.

That old bridge at the mouth
of Defeated Creek is so had
that It Is dangerous to walk
on It.

It's a shame that Linefork
can't get anything done for

Its road and that old bridge.
Well, it looks like every-

body is trying to make them

Collins, Wendell ignorance

a aarden this year. I saw
places plowed up that haven t
been tended In 15 years or
longer. But everything Is

getting so high, It looks like
the people are going to have
to try and raise something to
live on.

I was down to the Kingdom
Come School and aw a lot
of my old friends. It sure is
good to be able to be out
and see people again.

FITZHUGH HALCOMB
Linefork, Ky. 41833

A distinction
we do not need
To the Editor:

It was reported recently by

the state that Letcher County's
seven murder cases make it
number four in the incidence
of homicides last year. Only
three counties had more mur-

ders in proportion to their
populations and 116. counties
had fewer murders. This is

a distinction we do not need.
In a case decided in Letcher

Circuit Court last week part
of the reason for this situation
was made clear. On Linefork
two brothers were armed with
pistols and rifles and were
threatening to kill one another.
About three o'clock in the af-

ternoon their mother went to
a neighbor's house and called
by telephone for an officer to
come and stop the trouble. A

little while later the brothers
shot at each other, one of
them being armed with a pis-

tol and the other with a high-power- ed

rifle. Thirty minutes
after the first call the mother
and the wife of one of the men
repeated the call for help.

thirty minutes

THE BUT

would give the federal government control over pol-

lution in all navigable waters. In other Nixon
wants the Congress to pass the rv iuse Act a second I'frae
around before he Is willing to enforce Its provisions.

Incredulous, Congressman Reuss told Quarles, " You
testified that unless Congress passed another Refuse
Act of 1899, you were going to dish out these permits
first come, first serve. Isn t that what you testified?"
Quarles: "I would not agree with your expression of
the thought; basically I am in agreement with your

of oa testimony. "

Reuss:"That Is why I am appalled at your testimony
this afternoon. It is like a big insurance policy. The
big print gives it to you, and the little print takes it
away. . . Now that I hear what you have to say, there
isn't any permit program. . . It is just a device for
g ing Immunity to polluters, "

;
'

This Intricate maneuvering Is described in the Nader
Task Force report on water pollution, called
Wasteland. This report again illustrates with a wealth
of detail precisely how and why we are losing in the
effort to halt water pollution. Here is another exam-
ple of slick handling by the federal bureaucrats: The
recent, basic water pollution law was enacted in
1965; It directed the federal government to establish
water quality standards for the entire nation by 1967.
In 1971, only about half of all the states have filed
complete lists of standards. And the Nader Investigators
suggest these standards may turn out to be meaningless.
In establishing standards, the federal government :s

that the state endorse a stan-

dard. That is, they must pledge not to lower the exis-
ting standards or levels of water quality. The idea is
to preserve what clear streams there are remaining In
the country. But the water office In EPA which has
endlessly delayed of the whole stan-
dards mechanism never required states to describe the
current condition of the waters when their standards
were submitted. Hence, there was no baseline against
which to measure the value of a state's promise not
to degrade its waters.

and
after that call one of the bro-

thers was shot to death by a

hidden sniper.
Officers arrested the suspect

in his home between eight-thirt- y

and nine o'clock that
night. They were also able
to find some scraps of evidence
and call the coroner. Nothing
at all was done to prevent this
terrible tragedy. Now one bro-

ther is in his grave and the
other is sentenced to fifteen
years in the penitentiary. As

Attorney Em-

met G. Fields told the jury
in his argument, "We are
going back to the old bush-

whacking days. "

Do we really want to go back
to the old bush-whacki- ng days
in Letcher County? If ever
there was a time for change
and some law enforcement and
crime prevention it is in Let-

cher County today.

VERLON SHEPHERD
VARSH HUFF
Premium, Ky.

Stay-at-hom- es

could hurt Collins
To the Editor:

As a concerned citizen of
Letcher County, I feel a need
to express my views relevant
to the future
of our people in Frankfort.

As a result of the apportion-
ment by the 1971 Special
Legislative session, a part of
Harlan and Leslie Counties
were added to Letcher County.
This transfer could result in
losing our representative in
Letcher County proper. No-

minating Ray Collins on the
Republican ticket would as-

sure us of retaining a repre-
sentative in Letcher County.
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Francis T. Mayo, the government's regional water
director in Chicago, pretty much admitted the

standard was meaningless as an enforcement
tool. In a statement in Septeml jr, 1970, to the Illinois
Pollution Control Board Mayo said, "to our knowledge,
in no area has a baseline for . .been
formally defined. This lack of baseline makes the

concept impossible to enforce. "

STRAY ITEMS

A report in the May Ramparts says most heroin used in
the US comes from Southeast Asia where the CIA has
a hand in promoting the business. In Laos the CIA main-
tains a clandestine army of Meo tribesmen to fight the
North Vietnamese. Opium is a cash crop for the Meo
people, and, according to an eye witness article in Far
Eastern Economic Review, quoted by Ramparts, the CIA
helps to facilitate the trade for the Meos.

When he was asked about the opium business, CIA director
Helms said the article was "vicious, " but he did not make
an outright denial. Ramparts also claimed Marshal Ky was
Involved In the trade. Senator McGovern asked the White
House to look Into both CIA Involvement and that of the
South Vietnamese military and political officials. Ky
denied all and said McGovern was a Communist agent.

Nixon got heavy financial support from Insurance of-
ficials In the 1968 election which may be one reason he
came out against no-fa- automobile insurance. The
industry is generally against the no-fa- scheme, which

would eliminate costly and time-consumi- ng

haggling over accidents, and pay the victim's
medical expenses promptly.

The administration wants to relax rules which
make it hard to fire federal employees. The Re-
publicans are anxious to cut back on the federal
bureaucracy and get rid of some sections entirely
because civil servants put up strong resistance to
the administration's programs.


