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Appalachian plan
backed by Senate

The U. S. Senate, by an
overwhelming 77- - 3 vote,
decided to extend funding
for the Appalachian Reg-
ional Commission (ARC)
for four more years. The
action came despite Pres-
ident Nixon's urging that
only one year refunding be
approved, so that the Com-
mission could be phased out
in favor of his revenue-sharin-g

program.
Nixon's plan had been to

eliminate the ARC after a
year, merging its programs
of housing, road building,
health and education into an
overall rural development
plan.
The vote is viewed as a set-

back for Nixon's program,
which calls for the federal
government to give the
states directly the money
which is now earmarked for
specific federally funded
projects in the states. ARC'S
backers have contended that
the Commission is basically
serving this revenue-sharin- g

function already. They say

Mine training funds sought here

The Appalachian Regional Com
mission has been asked to ap-
prove more than $2 million
in grants :or the construc-
tion and expansion of eight
vocational training schools
in eastern Kentucky.
Included in the request is

a $159, 048 application for
supplemental funds to build
a Mine Maintenance Training
School in Letcher County. The
planned facility will provide
training for workers in the mi
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There were more hearings
into the Finley mine dis-

aster last week, this time
by a Congressional subcom-
mittee in Hazard.
Once again, testimony was

taken from miners, the mine
operators and others who
have publicly spoken be-

fore. But there was one
significant addition to the
chorus of witnesses this
time: the survivors of the
killed men. That testimo-
ny, more than any other
during the two-da- y hearing,
offered a striking commen-
tary on the dange's of coal
mining in general, and at
the Finley mine in particu-
lar.

The team of Congressmen
had come to the Perry County
circuit courtroom as part of
their investigation into the
tragedy, an Investigation
which had begun eailier in
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that the ARC has proven itself
a successful and workable
model of federal-stat- e coop-
eration.
Thug , some of the ARC Rep-

ublican supporters insist,
the vote to retain the Com-
mission need not necessarily
be r ead as a rebuff t o the
President.
The ARC extension bill has

now gone to the House of
Representatives, which is
holding hearings on the mat-
ter. It is believed likely
that the bill, at least in some
form, will be easily passed
there as well.

During the Senate debate,
an amendment was added to
the bill in response to state-
ments by Sen. Norris Cotton,
R-- N. H. Cotton insisted that
funds also be provided to ex-

tend the lives of other region-
al commissions that operate
under the Department of Com-
merce. Also extended was
the Economic Development
Administration, which makes
public work grants available
to high unemployment areas,

(Continued on Page 16)

ning in dustry, including in-

struction in welding, hydraul-
ics and electricity.

It is anticipated that training
will be done on equipment
and machinery provided by
local mines.

Estimated total cost for the
project is $400, 000, with the
state contribution for 1971
being $39, 762. The balance
of the cost was approved from
1970 funds.
An estimated 120 students

will use the new facility.

the week in Washington.
While aimed at gaining a
specific accounting of the
Finley tragedy, the ulti-
mate purpose of the probe
is to gather an overview of
the practices--o-r lack
thereof--o- f the Bureau of
Mines (BOM) in enforcing
the much-herald- ed 1969
Coal Mine Health and
Safety Act.

During the hearing's first
days, officials of the BOM
were called to explain what
has been viewed as lax en-
forcement of the Safety Act.
The officials were questioned
sharply, clearly indicating
the view of the Congressmen
that the BOM and its parent
agency, the Department of
Interior, share much of the
responsibility for the deaths
of the 38 men at the Finley
mine.

During the first few days
of the Washington hearing,
bureaucratic bumblings and
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TRUCKS TEARING

More evidence' documen-
ting the extensive damage
and repa ir cost to eastern
Kentucky roads caused by
overweight coal trucks

this week.
According to state engin-

eer in the state Highway de-
partment, roughly $3. 5 mil-
lion a year is spent merely to
repair roads in a
area. This doesn't include
the cost of resurfacing, bro-

ke n down bri dges, or shat-

tered pavements which are
simply not replaced.

As an indication of the se-

verity of the coal truck
problem, some roads have
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FINLEY,
hearing

Widows, mine owners, survivor
alleged inspector ineptness
was repeatedly emphasized,
prompting officials
and the accused inspectors
themselves to respond bit-
terly.

"This is a low blow to us, "

said inspector Gor-
don Cou.ch, who had inspec-
ted the mine prior to the
blast and lost three
in that doomed first shift.
"We done everything we
could with that mine, short
oi kill the operator. We
don't get credit for what
we do; we get
what isn't our fault, " he
told a reporter.

The Congressmen had ac-cu-

Couch of being soft
on the Finleys and lax on
inspection procedures. But
Couch--lik- e other inspectors-claim- s

that he was merely
following whatever instruc-tiou- s

thp BQMsent out.
As ins pec tor said

privately in last
week, "It looks to me
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UP ROADS
been patched and resurfaced
so many times that they
are as thick as three feet
at places, and still are in
bad condition.

Letcher County residents
who travel the new Ky.
IS to Hazard are familiar
with of the most re-

cent and worst examples.
A six-mi- le experimental
stretch from Red Oak to a
point west of Vicco was in-

tended to last at least 20
years, ordinary repairs.
However, one year of over-
weight coal trucks has broken
the road down so that a ve-

hicle driving over the run
(Continued on Page 16)

testify at
like they're going to fin-

ger us for what happened.
Ifell, they're way off on
the wrong track if they do
that. "

In Washington, BOM dep-

uty director Henry Wheeler
said the hearings would have
"a serb us effect on the mo-

rale of our people. "

Rep. Carl D. Perkins, J

Ky. , was miffed by Wheel-
er's suggestion as he made
an opening statement as the
Hazard sessions commenced
last Friday.

Perkins, saying he WiiJ "some-
what disappointed" with the
BOM reaction, claimed
that the subcommittee's only
Intent Is to learn the why 's
of the Finley tragedy and do
something about them.
However, the Hindman dem-
ocrat did add, "I must con-fe- u

that since December,
1969, I have had the thought
that there were people In
the Bureau of Mines who
did not want the Act to work. "

CHARLES Islie County mine owner, testified
at Hazard into December disaster at his mine.
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Workers
increase

Employment in the five-coun- ty

area served by the Hazard
Employment Security Office
was up 5.7 per cent in January
over (anuary a year ago. Man-
ager 1'red Caudill said this
week.

The five counties include
Letcher, Knott, Perry, Leslie
and Breathitt.

Total nonagricultural employ-
ment in the area was 14, 900,
up from 14, 100 recorded in
January, 1970. Most of the in-

crease was in mining and quar-
rying, which listed 850 more
employees in January, 1971,
than in January, 1970. Total
mining employment in the
five counties was 5,450 in
January, 1971, as compared
to 4,600 in January, 1970.
The percentage of increase was
18.5.

Other employment areas which
recorded gains during the past
year were transportation and
public utilities, up 6.7 per cent
from 750 in January, 1970, to
800 in January, 1971, and trade,
up 2. 2 per cent from 2, 300 in
1970 to 2, 350 in 1971.

Largest losses were in construc-
tion, which dropped 40'per cent
from January, 1970, to January,
1971, and services, which went
down 2 0 per cent. Construction
employment fell from 250 to
150 in the year, and service
employment dropped from 500
to 400.

Total nonmanufacturing em-
ployment showed a net gain,
from 13, 700 a year ago to
14. 450 in January, 1971, an
in crease of 5. 5 per cent. But
from December, 1970, to
January, 1971, it dropped 2
per cent, or 300 persons.

Manufacturing employment
was up 12. 5 per cent over Jan-
uary a year ago, from 400 to
450 employees, but down 10
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hearing
"We do not Intend to hurt

the coal mining industry, "

he continued, but "we will
have health and safety in
the mines. He mentioned
that he would "rather see
tii is coal minsd underground,
instead of by auger, which
certainly defaces and de-
stroys the beauty" of the
mountains.
Repeating his intentions.

Perkins looked directly at
Wheeler sitting In the court-
room: "From Mi. (James)
Westfield (assistant direc-
tor) on down, the Bureau
has been well-manage- d.

But, Mi. Wheeler, certain
practices in your department
and other high-ranki- (de-

partments) have not met
the expectations" of Congress
when It passed the Safety Act.
Rep. John Dent. D-P- the
subcommittee chairman, con-
tinued Perkins's theme by
stating that "there is nothing
in these hearings aimed at

(Continued on Page 7)


