
With the “Dream Game” only
four days away, Kentucky and
Louisville basketball fans are
scrambling to find fast-disap-
pearing airplane seats, hotel
rooms and tickets.

Travel agents said airplane
tickets from Louisville to New
Orleans were going fast, and
those that are left cost from $500
to nearly $1,800.

New Orleans’ 22,000 hotel
rooms were already 90 percent
full, especially those near the Su-
perdome, where the Final Four
will be played. The 1,200-room
Hyatt had only a handful of $749-
a-night suites available for a four-
night minimum as of Monday.

“We’re getting a ton of calls,
and there’s not much left,” said
Hyatt spokeswoman Lauren Ca-
son, who said hotels in outlying
areas might be the best option.

The costs and crowds aren’t
deterring fans such as Louisville

businessman David Cronan, a
University of Kentucky graduate
who said he couldn’t miss a
chance to see the Cardinals and
the Wildcats battle in their first
NCAA men’s basketball tourna-
ment showdown since 1984.

The winner will play for the
national championship Monday
night.

“Both teams in the Final Four
— I haven’t seen it in my lifetime
… it was an opportunity I couldn’t

‘Dream Game’ won’t be a cheap thrill
Flights, tickets, hotel rooms can be costly, difficult to find for fans
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Southern Indiana:
Sunny, warm today.
Partly cloudy tonight.
40% chance of show-
ers, storms tomorrow.
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WEDNESDAY EVENT CALLS ON ALL TO
DENOUNCE SEXUAL VIOLENCE
WEDNESDAY EVENT CALLS ON ALL TO
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Follow Jody Demling at
courier-journal.com/
recruiting as he brings
you the latest recruiting
news and scoops on
who’s coming and who’s
not.

MARCH MADNESS
NCAA MEN’S BASKETBALL TOURNAMENT

TRAVEL TIPS
» Tickets aren’t available through
the universities. You’ll need to
look through secondary markets
like StubHub or Craigslist.
» Look for hotel rooms in ad-
joining cities outside New Or-
leans.
» Airplane tickets aren’t cheap.
You might check on charter
flights.

ON THE WEB
» Videos of fans supporting
their team.
» Latest stories on the games,
players, getting there and more
» Get the latest in the blogs
and on Facebook

INSIDE
Fans rush to buy their teams’
T-shirts, caps and more. B2

By Chris Kenning
and Jere Downs
The Courier-Journal

See GAME, Page A2

Stephanie Decker had been
working her way home —
spending hours each day on
weight training, balance train-
ing and other therapy.

She reached her goal Mon-
day — heading home 24 days
after she lost parts of her legs
while shielding her children
from their collapsing house
near Henryville, Ind., during
the March 2 tornado outbreak
and clinging to life beneath
pounding hail.

Decker emerged in a wheel-
chair from Southern Indiana
Rehab Hospital in New Albany
and into a brilliant, fragrant
spring day.

“I have a second chance at
life,” Decker said before head-
ing off in a wheelchair-acces-
sible van to a home the family
owns in Sellersburg.

“We survived something
that was pretty traumatic,”
she said as children Dominic,
8, and Reese, 5, sat nearby and
husband Joe Decker stood
with her. “... I’m here, so I get
to raise my kids.”

First orders of business
Monday:

1. Pick up ice cream on the
way home.

2. Marvel at the renovations
by a host of volunteers who
have instantly made her old-
new house wheelchair-accessi-
ble.

3. Play driveway basketball
with her children.

“I’m just glad to do what-
ever they want to do,” she said
of her children.

When Dominic said the first

Injured
mother
returns
home
Hoosier lost parts of
legs saving children
By Peter Smith
psmith@courier-journal.com
The Courier-Journal

ONLINE
See a video of Stephanie Decker
talking about heading home and
playing with her children. Also, see
past coverage at www.courier-
journal.com/tornado.

See MOM, Page A4

HEAR THE
ARGUMENTS
Audio recordings of
the Supreme Court’s
oral arguments are
available at www.
supremecourt.gov/
oral_arguments/argu-
ment_audio.aspx

WHAT’S NEXT?
» Today’s two-hour
argument will cover
the central issue of
whether Congress
overstepped its au-
thority by requiring
Americans to purchase
health insurance start-
ing in 2014 or pay a
penalty.

» Wednesday’s argu-
ments will be split into
two parts: Justices will
hear 90 minutes of
debate in the morning
over whether the rest
of the law can take
effect even if the
health insurance man-
date is unconstitu-
tional and another
hour in the afternoon
over whether the law
goes too far in co-
ercing states to ex-
pand the federal-state
Medicaid program for
low-income people by
threatening to cut off
federal aid to states
that don’t comply.

» The court could issue
a ruling at any time,
but complex cases
argued in the spring
normally produce
decisions near the end
of the court’s session,
scheduled for late
June.

WASHINGTON — As demonstrations
swirled outside, U.S. Supreme Court justices
signaled Monday they were ready to confront
without delay the keep-or-kill questions at the
heart of challenges to President Barack Oba-
ma’s historic health care overhaul. Virtually
every American will be affected by the out-
come, due this summer in the heat of the elec-
tion campaign.

On the first of three days of arguments —
thecourt’s longestsetofhearingsindecades—
none of the justices appeared to embrace the
contention that it was too soon for a decision.

Outside the packed courtroom, marching
and singing demonstrators on both sides — in-
cluding doctors in white coats, a Republican
presidentialcandidateandevenabrassquartet
—voicedtheireagernessforthecourteitherto
uphold or to throw out the largest expansion in
the nation’s social safety net since Medicare
was enacted in1965.

COURT WEIGHS FATE
OF HEALTH CARE LAW

Demonstrators for and against the Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act march and chant
outside the U.S. Supreme Court Building on Monday in Washington, D.C. GETTY IMAGES

U.S. justices appear likely
to avoid delay in ruling as
3 days of arguments begin

SPORTS | C1 UK women face UConn tonight for historic shot at Final Four

It’s been cited as a driving force behind
the proposed but thwarted merger involving
University Hospital and a Catholic health
care system.

It’s inspired new partnerships called “ac-
countable care organizations,” including one
being piloted by Norton Healthcare and Hu-
mana.

And it’s been hailed as providing extend-
ed coverage for more than 35,000 young
adults in Kentucky.

The federal health reform law has al-
ready started making an impact locally — so
area health advocates and officials are tuned
in to this week’s Supreme Court proceedings.

“I think the entire health care sector and
insurance sector are watching this closely
because it has significant implications on
both industries,” said Stephen Williams,
chief executive officer of Norton. “This is

Region’s hospitals, insurers
keep close eye on impact
federal decision will have

By Mark Sherman
Associated Press

By Laura Ungar
lungar@courier-journal.com
The Courier-Journal

See REFORM, Page A6See SUPREME, Page A6

*Loan example as of 3/15/2012: $150,000 30-year fixed rate mortgage loan. 4.232% Annual Percentage Rate with 360 payments of $726.97. Primary checking account with automatic deduction of loan payment required for promotional closing costs. $999 closing costs
does not include title insurance. Maximum loan amount $417,000. Terms, costs and rates subject to change daily. Limited time offer. Loan subject to underwriting and approval. Examples exclude partial month’s interest and do not include monthly taxes and homeowner’s
insurance so your actual payment may be greater. Republic Bank NMLS #402606.

You can still refinance your
home at today’s low rates!

Call us today at
584-3600 or

888-584-3600
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