
Citizens need
help from police 
I kept quiet all the times The

Independent inferred residents
of  East Ashland didn’t care
about crime in the neighbor-
hood, but with the controversy
over George Zimmerman’s ac-
tions, I had to add another
point of  view.
I agree with Mike James’

April 9 column. Yet I also un-
derstand the frustration of  try-
ing to make a difference with
very little help from the author-
ities.
We had a Neighborhood

Watch until a couple of  years
ago when everyone finally gave
up. Endless times the police
would be called about a drug
deal and we’d hear it repeated
on the scanner the dealer had. 
Tires slashed, property stole,

speeders, you name it, and if
and when the police came,
they’d ask us for our social se-
curity numbers and informa-
tion.
At every Watch meeting,

we’d complain to the police in
charge. Everyone of  them told
us the same thing: “No matter
how many people witness a
crime, if  the police don’t see it,
it never happened.” Judging
from the crimes I read about in
the paper, it must only be true
in East Ashland.
Quite a few of  those calling

911 have been retaliated against
even when there have been sev-
eral witnesses. How do the
criminals know who did it?
No, we don’t need vigilantes

patrolling the neighborhood,
but we do need police who ac-
tively work with the citizens in-
stead of  making them feel like
criminals. Maybe Mr. Zimmer-
man lived in an area like ours.
The police should be held
equally accountable to the loss
of  this precious young life.

Sylvia McClelland-Morrison
Ashland

Was help offered
before eviction?
In regards to the story in the

Tuesday, April 10, Independent,
concerning the eviction of
John David Kennard and his
eight cats, it seems strange and
very out of  order that you can
be removed from your home
without offering or checking to

see if  help is needed. If  the situ-
ation had been going on for
some time, why wasn’t help of-
fered?
It appears to me that  you can

be thrown out of  your home re-
gardless. Also I am sure that if
the county animal shelter had
don a little more to save these
cats, a lot of  residents would
have offered their help until
this matter is resolved.
It is a shame that Mr. Ken-

nard lost everything with no
other help than $200 in food
stamps.
Some people can get any-

thing. They are out there on the
streets on welfare and food
stamps, able to work, having no
job bu receiving more help than
Mr. Kennard
Mr. Kennard should hold his

ground. I feel so sory for his
loss.

Joyce Potter
Raceland

A Declaration
of Independents
Now, I'm just a dumb old

farmer, but it appears to me
what our country needs is a
Declaration of  Independents! 
Both the Democrats and the

Republicans seem bent to di-
vide us along party lines. A
case in point is the recent/con-
tinual attempts at "gerryman-
dering" political districts and
elections in general. 
Suppose for a moment that

we all were all to declare and
register as Independents? What
would they do? Spin round in
circles, perhaps?
And the media would be at

an equal discomfiture! If  we
couldn't be herded and counted
into groups, our votes would in-
crease in value tenfold! Instead
of  the loyal party sheep, we
could really decide!
Furthermore, I challenge

“The Independent” to live up to
its name.

John Jefferson Bailey
Olive Hill

Dogs in cemetery
is disgraceful
Every evening a man walks

his two dogs through Dixon
Cemetery in Westwood. This
man lets his dogs run loose
throughout the cemetery. They
urinate on tombstones and
defecate on gravesites.  This is

uncalled for.
We understand stray animals

cannot be controlled, but to in-
tentionally let your dogs use
the cemetery as a large litter
box is a disgrace.
When the man was asked

why he was doing this, he just
laughed. Well, it is apparent to
me and to others who have seen
this, that he had no respect for
the people’s loved ones who
have departed. 

Sherri Stevens
Westwood

Ride for homeless
will be June 2
The Shelter of  Hope invites

the community to join us for
our pancake breakfast at Ash-
land Applebee's on Saturday,
June 2, starting at 8 a.m.  Tick-
ets are $5 and can be purchased
on the day of  the event.
This event will coincide with

our first Harley for the Home-
less benefit motorcycle ride. All
registered bikers will eat for
free. Registrations are $20 for
single and $25 for a double.
The ride will begin at 10:30

with a blessing of  the bikes giv-
en by representatives from
Freedom Biker's Church in
Huntington. 
The ride will end around

noon at Oakland Avenue Bap-
tist Church in Catlettsburg,
where we will be having a cook-
out and music by contempo-
rary Christian rock band, The
Appeal, from Grayson.
Come and share the excite-

ment of  the day with us. All
proceeds benefit Shelter of
Hope which is dedicated to
helping homeless families in
Boyd and Greenup counties.

Candy Goldie, VISTA
Shelter of Hope 

Letters invited
The Independent invites

readers to submit In Your View
letters on public issues. Letters
must not exceed 300 words and
must include the name, address
and telephone number of  the
author. Words of  Thanks let-
ters are limited to no more than
150 words. The Independent
cannot guarantee a day of  pub-
lication for letters, but makes
an effort to publish letters in a
timely manner. The Independ-
ent reserves the right to edit
letters for length, spelling,
grammar, accuracy and appro-
priateness of  language.
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No real surprise
Failure of legislators to do
job forces a special session 

W
ith critical busi-
ness still unfin-
ished and the
clock having

reached to zero hour for the 60-
day session of  the Kentucky
General Assembly, Gov. Steve
Beshear has been forced to call
a special session of  the legisla-
ture to give members of  the
House of  Representatives and
Senate more time to do what
they should have done well be-
fore the end of  the regular ses-
sion.

Is anyone really surprised?
After all, having special ses-
sions because legislative lead-
ers chose to waste time playing
political games rather than do-
ing their jobs during the regu-
lar sessions has become the
norm rather than the exception
in recent years. Why should
2012 be any different?
In past years, it was the fail-

ure of  the General Assembly to
enact a general fund budget
during the 60-day session that
forced the governor to call a
special session to fund state
government after the end of
the fiscal year on June 30. This
year legislators approved a $19
billion two-year general fund
budget on day 59 of  the 60-day
session, and it looked like a spe-
cial session would be unneces-
sary.
On Thursday — final day of

the session and one primarily
reserved for acting on gover-
nor’s vetoes — both the House
and Senate approved a two-part
$10 billion road initiative that
included $4.5 billion in road
projects to be funded in the
next two years. So far, so good.
But then Thursday night, Sen-
ate President David Williams
refused to bring the funding for
those road projects up for a
vote unless Beshear first signed
the bill authorizing them. The
governor refused to do so, say-
ing he had not had time to
study the bill. Thus, the 60-day
session ended at the stroke of
midnight with no funding ap-
proved for road projects for the
two years beginning July 1.
Clearly, Williams and his Re-

publican colleagues feared
Beshear would use the line-
item veto to nix specific proj-
ects in the bill to punish Repub-
lican legislators. Rather than
risk being outfoxed by the gov-
ernor when it was too late for
legislators to do anything
about it,  Williams chose to flex

his political muscle and force a
special session.
Was that necessary? Not real-

ly. The road bill and funding for
it should have been approved
weeks ago.
Each day of  the special ses-

sion will cost taxpayers about
$60,000, and Beshear said he
hopes it will last no more than
five days and cost less than
$300,000. It should have cost ze-
ro because it is only necessary
because of  the partisan politics
that continue to stand in the
way of  good government in
Frankfort.
Funding of  the road projects

is not the only item on the
agenda for the special session.
The governor also has asked
legislators to approve a bill that
would allow the attorney gen-
eral’s office to monitor the pre-
scribing patterns of  Ken-
tucky’s physicians. The bill eas-
ily passed both houses of  the
legislature, but the House and
Senate have not been able to
reach a compromise on the dif-
ferences in the House and Sen-
ate versions. 
The bill is the only major

piece of  legislation designed to
curb the prescription drug epi-
demic that is destroying indi-
viduals, families and communi-
ties and is the cause of  most
crimes in eastern Kentucky.
The Kentucky Medical Associ-
ation is leading the opposition
to the bill.
Williams said lawmakers

were “very close to an agree-
ment” on the bill before time
ran out.  They now have an op-
portunity to finish the job.
Let’s see now, what are the

major accomplishments of  the
2012 General Assembly? Well,
they approved a legislative re-
districting plan that was de-
clared unconstitutional by the
courts,  leaving the current dis-
tricts in place for now even
though they no longer meet the
Supreme Court’s mandate of
being equally divided by popu-
lation. 
Then our leaders in Frank-

fort adopted a two-year budget
that calls for deep spending
cuts for most state agencies,
gives no raises to state employ-
ees and does little to advance
good government.
Finally, they failed to approve

a transportation budget and
forced a special session.
That’s not a record to brag

about.   
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